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Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. Romans 15. 4. 


Religious Thought and Activity: 
At Home and Abroad 


One hundred and ninety-eight cities in 
this land each have from a thousand Jews 
up to two millions in New York, it is said. 
Besides, there are 518 towns that have be- 
tween a hundred and a thousand Jews. 


In certain parishes in Brandenburg, 
Gurmany, the parish bell rings whenever any 
one is baptized. 

Is this due to a belief in baptismal regen- 
eration ? 


The “New Outlook,” weekly paper of 
the United Church of Canada, states that its 
publishing house will celebrate its 100th 

birthday on November 21 next. 
| We believe the publishing house was the 
Methodist publication house before the for- 
mation of the United church. 


) Church codperation and efforts at un- 
H ion proceed apace. Thus, the Northern 
) Presbyterians are at present negotiating 
f} with the Southern Presbyterians, the United 
Presbyterians, the Reformed church, and the 
! Methodist Episcopal church. The Congre- 
# gationalists are holding official conferences 
f with the Christian church (distinct from the 
Disciples of Christ, who are often called 
il Christians), and the Universalists, while 
here and there local bodies are seeking un- 
Wion with others. The Protestant Episcopa- 
Wlians have held out their hands to the Pres- 
byterians and the Methodists. 


The United Study of Foreign Missions 
for 1929-30 will be based on the Jerusa- 
jilem conference of last year. 


Mrs. Helen Barrett Montgomery has writ- 
ten the book for seniors, “From Jerusalem 
to Jerusalem,” that is, from Pentecost to the 
present. 

Miss Margaret Applegarth has written the 
book for Juniors under the title, “Going to 
Jerusalem.” 

Then Mrs. Henry W. Peabody has a book 
for little children, “Little Lord Jesus,” well 
illustrated. 


Practically no maiden aunts in China is 
one unexpected result of the murder of girl 
babies in that land. 

In this connection Rev. Edward H. Smith 
of Ingtai says: 

“We shall need, particularly in woman’s 
work, for at least a generation more a full 
complement of foreign lady workers. China 
counts among her great lacks single edu- 
cated ladies. It will take a long time for 
her to make up what the maiden aunts of 
America and England have so conspicuously 
contributed to society.” 


September 29 next will be the centenary 
of the birth of William Quarrier, founder 
of the orphan homes and allied institutions 
at Bridge-of-Weir near Glasgow, Scotland. 
Special thanksgiving exercises will be held 
there then. 

Mr. Quarrier began his public work 
among the shoeblacks and newsboys of 
Glasgow in 1864. Out of this developed the 
orphan homes, which today provide home 
and Christian education and training for 
1400 orphan boys and girls of all ages every 
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year. About 20,000 children have been cared 
for in all thus far. Nearly 7000 of them 
have been sent to Canada and started in life. 

About two million dollars have been re- 
ceived for the support of this work in all. 
Note this: no one has ever been asked in 


any way to contribute to the work! The 
needs are committed to God in prayer. 
They have never been in debt. The lowest 


balance they have ever reported was $3 on 
the right side. 

Any reader who wishes to learn more of 
the romantic history of this work for God 
should ask Miss Quarrier, Bridge-of-Weir, 
Renfrewshire, Scotland, for a copy of “A 
Narrative of Facts.” 


Augsburg, Germany, is preparing for 
an adequate celebration in 1930 of the 400th 
anniversary of the meeting of the Diet of 
Augsburg in that city. A committee, headed 
by Dean Schiller, member of the executive 
committee of the Lutheran church, will align 
the celebration in Augsburg with the 
celebration that year in Lutheran circles 
throughout the world of the fourth centen- 
nial of the signing of the Augsburg Confes- 
sion. 

Many of the leading citizens of Augsburg 
have placed themselves at the service of the 
committee. 


John Bunyan is highly honored by the 
testimony of Dr. L. J. Jacks of Oxford. He 
says he has read “Grace Abounding” twenty 
times. He recently preached on the book. 
In his sermon he said: 

“I forget I am a Unitarian, an old pupil 
of James Martineau, principal of a theologi- 
cal college, professor of the philosophy of re- 
ligion, editor of ‘The Hibbert Journal,’ and 
all that. I realize as I read this book that 
I am just one of ‘the weak and tempted 
children of God’ for whom it was written,— 
just that, and no more. All the Unitarian 
superiority is knocked right out of me, and 
I get bowled clean over. But I am sure it 
does me good.” 


The American College of Teheran is 
conducting a campaign for much-needed 
books for its library. 

It is extremely difficult to give regular 
college work in English without adequate 
reference books. Boys of high school age 
also are unable to procure reading matter in 
English. Boys’ books of all sorts for the 


teen age as well as reference books in litera- 
ture, education, religions, science, history, 
etc., will be appreciated. 

Individuals or societies interested in con- 
tributing books or money for the purchase 
of books should send the same directly to 
the librarian of the American College, Te- 
heran, Persia. Packages of books should be 
marked “Printed matter” and sent at the 
postage rate of one-half cent for an ounce. 
There is a limit of four pounds and a half 
a package at this rate. 


Church-building seems to be one of 
the big enterprises of the United States to- 
day. Dr. Albert F. McGarrah, director of 
the department of Building Fund Campaigns 
of the Presbyterian Board of National Mis- 
sions, has just raised $3,500,000 in 3% 
months for 50 churches. This money will 
be used for the erection of new buildings, 
improvements to present buildings, or for the 
payment of debts, and is in addition to 
funds already in hand or paid out on con- 
struction. 

His astonishing average income of a mil- 
lion dollars a month for church building 
campaigns is viewed by Dr. McGarrah as 
demonstrating that there is no let-down in 
the great church-building movement which 


has swept over the country since the close © 


of the World War. Not only are more 
churches being erected, he says, but they are 
being planned and built more worthily, more 
beautifully, and more expressive of sacrifice 
and reverence. 


A thriving Jewish colony in the heart 
of the Sahara Desert was recently discoy- 
ered by M. Réné Leblond, French consul 
in Akka, southern Morocco. 

While map-making by airplane over the 
Sahara, M. Leblond was forced to descend 
in a lonely spot, where he was soon sur- 
rounded by tribesmen. Recalling the fate of 
other French aviators who have fallen into 
the hands of desert-dwellers, M. Leblond 
steeled himself for an ordeal. To his as- 
tonishment he was received with the great- 
est honor, and found himself in the midst of 
a colony composed of descendants of Jews 
who had fled from the vicinity of the Medi- 
terranean years ago. 

The last white man seen in the colony had 
penetrated there in 1866. Only vague fu- 
mors of the World War had been heard. 


A Jewish Colony in the Sahara Desert. 
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Although these Jews spoke an Arabic dia- 
lect, they used Hebrew lettering in their 
script, and they preserved their Jewish re- 
ligious ceremonials. 


“Down with the Jews!” he shouted, ac- 
cording to the “Jewish Tribune,” as he 
marched along with the anti-Semitic group 
of a Vienna university. “Down with the 
Jews!” 

Suddenly, he was taken sick. Removed to 
a hospital, it was found that he must un- 
dergo a blood transfusion. 

A number of fellow students offered their 
blood, but only the blood of a Jewish stu- 
dent was found to have the exact qualities 
to match that of the anti-Semitic patient. 
The Jewish student readily gave his blood. 
The anti-Semite student recovered. But he 
is a sadder and a wiser man. Firstly, he 
now has Semitic blood in his veins. Sec- 
ondly, the operation revealed the fact that 
the blood of the Jewish student was more 
akin to his own than that of the non-Jews, 
thus disproving the hokum of superiorities 
of racial bloods. 

He is not likely to march in any more 
anti-Semitic processions. 


Miss Ruth Woodsmall, executive secre- 
tary for the Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociation in the Near East, has been given 
j leave for a year to do an interesting piece of 
survey work on the changing conditions 
among Moslem women. This study, which 
is on behalf of the Laura Spelman Rocke- 
' feller Fund, will bring the Association into 
* touch through Miss Woodsmall with such 
countries as Irak, Persia and Afghanistan 
} and with groups not yet touched by the As- 
sociation in the normal course of its work. 

An interesting phase of the work done by 
{ the American secretary in foreign lands is 
{ that her ability is largely gauged by the ef- 
)) ficiency with which she works herself out of 
her job. In other words, she must train a 
_ woman native of that country to succeed her, 
+ —not always easy in a country where women 
4 have by tradition and choice remained in the 
¢ background of all public service. 

The finding, for instance, of each Chinese 
' secretary in the land of early marriages and 
secluded women has been nothing short of a 
# miracle. For the married woman is immedi- 
+} ately drawn into an absorbing and complex 

‘family life, and even a few years ago it was 


And I smiled to think God’s greatness 

Flowed around our incompleteness, 

Round our restlessness his rest! 
—Browning. 


difficult to find women free enough to give 
the time necessary for building an organiza- 
tion such as the Y. W. C. A. of China has 
grown to be. Strangely enough, it has been 
the training in self-discipline, in tact, in for- 
bearance and patience that the girl-wife has 
had in the home of so many of her husband’s 
relatives that has developed the character- 
istics of leadership needed to make her a 
leader of other women in this association. 


Twelve sons of missionaries laboring 
in East Africa are at the John Brown 
College, Siloam Springs, Ark. They came 
there through the influence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Westervelt. 

These friends were forced to lay down 
their work in Kenya Colony, British East 
Africa, because of Mrs. Westervelt’s health. 
Returning to this country they sought serv- 
ice that would replace the missionary serv- 
ice they had relinquished, and they found it 
at John Brown College, making a home for 
East Africa missionary boys and assisting 
them in getting an education. At this school 
industrial training is given as well as book 
learning, just what is needed in Africa. 

The little colony of boys at the Westervelt 
home, amid beautiful unique surroundings, 
form an inspirational group. eared in 
Africa, their babyhood spent in the mission 
station together, speaking several of the na- 
tive tongues and further allied by their great 
purpose of returning to the field of their fa- 
thers, they go about their work with system 
and great earnestness. 


A memorial of Dr. John F. Carson of 
Brooklyn is proposed for the Stony 
Brook School, Long Island, N. Y. 

The experiment of the Stony Brook 
School, which was started a little over six 
years ago to put a fourth R—Religion—into 
the regular curriculum of a boy’s prepara- 
tory school, has succeeded. The school, 
which makes Bible study as important for 
graduation as geometry, history or English 
literature, has grown to four times its origi- 
nal enrolment, and now seeks to expand. 

Convinced that the remedy for spiritual 
indifference in our land lies in the abolition 
of spiritual illiteracy, the late Dr. John F. 
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Carson, pastor of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, Brooklyn, in codperation with the 
Stony Brook Assembly, founded Stony 
Brook School as a purely experimental ven- 
ture. When the school was opened there 
were 27 pupils and 6 masters. Today the 
school has 130 pupils, and the faculty num- 
bers 14. 

Its all-round success having now placed 
the school beyond the experimental stage, 
its directors feel justified in embarking on 
a policy of expansion. What was sufficient 
equipment for 29 pupils is not so for 130 and 
the additional 75 boys whom the school ex- 
pects to welcome in the near future. Ac- 
cordingly, a campaign for $500,000 is now 
in progress to build a memorial hall to Dr. 
Carson, which will include an auditorium, 
gymnasium, swimming pool, laboratories, 
additional dormitory space, etc., and to pro- 
vide suitable equipment for these objects and 
an endowment for their maintenance. 


Divers Converts at Singapore. 

What is regarded as a typical baptismal 
service at Singapore is reported by Mr. 
James Teskey in “Echoes of Service.” 

First was an old Chinese woman, over 
sixty years of age, who had been “numbered 
among the redeemed for years, having heard 
the gospel from Miss Emmerson, but she 
has been for years crippled with rheuma- 
tism and unable to walk alone. Through 
visits she has been helped, and she desired 
to be allowed thus to follow the Lord. 
Many of her heathen relatives were there, as 
well as others who have never been to one 
of our services before. As the old crippled 
Chinese woman was helped into the water 
and carried out tears were not far from the 
eyes of many of us.” 

Then came a Chinese girl, who was saved 
some time ago in a Sunday school class, and 
although living in a home where there is lit- 
tle to help along in the narrow way, yet wit- 
nesses a good confession there. 

After her came a young Scotchman, an 
engineer on one of the local steamers. “We 
first got into touch with him some years 
ago when he was left behind from a steamer 
passing through, with smallpox, and we 
were able to cheer him a little during his 
stay in the isolation hospital.” He was con- 
verted about a year ago in Scotland, then 
came East again, and obtained employment 
on a local ship. 


He was followed by a young Indian gentle- 
man who had been brought up in a high- 
class Hindu home, “but for three months he 
had been coming to our gospel meeting 
with another Indian brother, and trusted in 
Christ. It was wonderful to listen to his 
testimony when seen by some about being 
baptized, his knowledge of the Word of God 
being an evidence of his growth in grace.” 

Last of all there came a Chinese lad. 


Universal Religious Peace Conference. 

A preliminary meeting convened in Ge- 
neva, Switzerland, last September to deter- 
mine whether or not it is practical to issue 
a call for a world peace conference made up 
of representative men and women drawn 
from the great religions of humanity. Dr. 
Shailer Mathews of Chicago was chairman, 
and Dr. Henry A. Atkinson of New York 
secretary. 

There were 191 delegates present, repre- 
senting eleven religious systems: Buddhism, 
Confucianism, Christianity, Islam, Shinto, 
Zoroastrianism, Bahaism, Theosophy, Ethi- 
cal Culture, Judaism and Hinduism. 

Those present agreed with remarkable 
unanimity that the time is ripe for the hold- 
ing of such a conference. 

The addresses without the designations — 
which mark them as the product of certain 
religious systems were so much alike in 
their emphasis on brotherhood and world 
peace that one cannot with certainty classify 
the speaker. 

It was agreed: 

To call a world conference; 

To form an executive committee of 70 to 
have charge of all details. A committee of 
17 was set up with the responsibility for 
naming this executive committee ; 

To form a world committee of 1000, which 
will constitute the conference when it meets; 

To hold the conference in 1930, if possible; 

To leave to the executive committee the 
place of meeting, with the expressed wish 
that it be held somewhere in the East. 

The assembly was marked by a spirit of 
harmony and goodwill that was extraordi- 
nary. This is said to be the first time that 
an attempt has been made to organize the 
different religions for a great codperative, 
worldwide attack against injustice and the 
things that make for war. 

The movement is sponsored by the Church 
Peace Union, of which Dr. Atkinson is sec- 
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The Mount of Olives, with Gethsemane in the center foreground. 


retary and which was heavily endowed by 
Andrew Carnegie. 


NOTES ABOUT THE BIBLE. 


A new Bible House in Peking was re- 
cently opened by the American Bible Soci- 
ety with impressive dedicatory services and 
in the presence of many guests. The Bible 
House, consisting of office building, resi- 
dence and salesroom, is one of the most up- 


_ to-date and best equipped structures in that 


part of China. 
It was made possible by a gift from the 
Maryland Bible Society. 


A Chinese countryman, who is a fisher- 


man when the farming season is ended, told 


a missionary that within three months he 
had read the Bible all through, reading ten 
chapters a night and taking advantage of an 
occasional stormy day to read still more. 


The Cleveland Public Library recently 


- wrote the Bible Society for copies of their 
leaflets, which were shown in a bulletin 
) board exhibit with book jackets and a hand- 


some gold poster, lettered in purple, “The 
World’s Best Seller—The Bible.” The bul- 


fh letin board used was in the main lobby just 


After remaining 
there a couple of weeks the material was 


| brought down to a bulletin board in the 
} basement and remained there several weeks: 


Numerous inquiries regarding the 


4 pamphlets resulted. 


“The next great revival will be a Bible 


revival,” was the oft repeated prophecy of 
Charles M. Alexander, the singing evangel- 
ist. He, like many other Christian leaders, 
realized the great need for Bible knowledge 
and was confident that in the Book of 
books was to be found the dynamic power to 
bring about a great spiritual awakening. 
As Mr. Alexander. traveled throughout this 
country and in other parts of the world he 
was continually asking Christians by the 
thousand to join in praying that a great 
worldwide Bible revival might come soon. 


As the doctors go through the wards 
of the Presbyterian Mission hospital in 
Tripoli, Syria, with their charts and cart of 
dressings, and the nurses with their clinical 
thermometers, pills and potions, a mission- 
ary or Bible worker follows with wares 
adapted to various needs,—the Bible, picture 
books, Sunday school papers, games, cards 
with Scripture texts, bright postcards, 
books and magazines in English, French 
and Arabic. 

A Protestant woman was handed a book 
of Bible pictures and stories for her enter- 
tainment, as she could not read. The fol- 
lowing day the book was found in the hands 
of her husband sitting beside his wife. 
Starting up he inquired eagerly what he 
must do to get that book, for he wanted it. 
He was told that it was not available. Two 
mornings after the man appeared in the 
clinic. He was quite appealing in his ear- 
nestness : 

“Oh, lady, I need that book for my chil- 
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dren! How can I bring them up right if 
I have no help? I am trying to spread the 
light, but I do not know much.” 


King George’s Immense Personal 
Influence. 


Some years ago he allowed it to be stated 
that as a boy he had promised his mother to 
read the Bible every day, and that he had 
kept the promise. That is the source of 
wisdom which has never failed him. 

“If King George V had been a Bourbon, 
living at. Versailles, every courtier would 
have witnessed these devotions. But in Lon- 
don there is a home within the palace which is 
as private as any other Englishman’s castle. 
It is in that home where the King and Queen 
breakfast alone that the Bible is read. It is 
he who sees in secret that rewards openly. 

“Tf King George V has retained his joy 
in service, his smile, his tenderness to chil- 
dren, and, in a word, his character, it is be- 
cause day by day the world around him was 
excluded from a realm within him over 
which there has reigned Another than he.” 
—P. Whitwell Wilson in “Christian Herald.” 


This Marine Had Never Seen a Bible. 


While in Shanghai this summer we held 
evangelistic meetings among British soldiers 
and American marines, says a writer in 
“Pray for China!” We met one of the 
Americans named Perry who had never seen 
a Bible until he saw another marine reading 
one in the billet in Shanghai. 

He asked him what he was reading,—a 
love story? The other man said: 

“Yes, the greatest love story in the world.” 
He told him about it, but Perry didn’t un- 
derstand. He later asked another Christian 
marine if it was a love story, and was told 
to read John 3.16. He said: 

“What is that?” 

When this verse was read to him he 
asked: 

“Say, fellow, do you really believe that?” 

When the other man said he did Perry 
asked him for a copy. We later gave him a 
Pocket Testament. 

He came regularly to our meetings and 
stopped drinking, but did not seem to know 
how to yield to Christ. His captain pro- 
moted him for staying sober, and he was a 
ten days’ wonder to the other marines who 
had been accustomed to seeing him break 


the furniture 


in the Shanghai cabarets. 
They had only jokingly said: 

“Say, Chief, you’d better go over to the 
meetings and get religion and quit drink- 
ing!” 

He replied: “I think I will.” 

Lately he has taken to drinking again, and 
the struggle is all the harder because he is 
an Indian, a member of the Choctaw tribe 
in Oklahoma, and because he is in Shanghai, 
which one of the marine officers told me is 
the worst city morally he had ever been in. 

One night “the Chief” came into the Gos- 
pel Mission Hut and begged Mr. and Mrs. 
Main to pray for him. He is still having a 
terrible struggle. 

Pray for “Chief” Perry! He is a leader, 
and his conversion will mean the salvation 
of other marines, and may mean the conver- 
sion of his entire tribe when he goes home. 
Some of you have been through this fight 
with drink yourselves: won’t you please un- 
dertake for this fellow? 


How Should Children Study the Bible? 


Much discussion is current in Britain about 
the Bible and as to how it should be read, 
according to an exchange. Some observa- 
tions and recommendations on religious in- 
struction have been made by a committee 
representing English headmasters and head- 
mistresses. 

They consider that religious instruction in 
schools should be divided into three stages. 

For the first stage, for children starting 
it at the age of about 13%, they suggest 
special attention to the Christian conception 
of God, and recommend that this stage 
should be based on the Gospels. They feel 
that there is a real danger that “the Old 
Testament view of God” should be accepted 
by the young as being the normal, and in- 
deed the orthodox, view, slightly modified 
by the New Testament, and are therefore 
anxious to see the foundation of a truer 
view laid from the first. At this stage they 
wish to see the Gospels studied not so much 
from the point of view of the detailed criti- 
cism of the text as on broad lines of Chris- 
tian belief and Christian practice, so that 
boys and girls may realize that the only 
Christian view of God is that which Christ 
held. They suggest that in dealing with the 
Gospels more attempt should be made to ex- 
plain and justify the unique character of 


On Placing the Bible in State-supported Schools. 
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the impression made by the personality of 
Jesus on his contemporaries, as is done, for 
example, in “Ecce Homo.” 

The second phase in the view of the com- 
mittee should be devoted to the Old Testa- 
ment. Every boy and girl should be taught 
to recognize that the main importance of the 
Jewish contribution to the world lies in the 
prophets and the Psalms, and the teaching 
of Old Testament history should be kept sub- 
ordinate to this end. They hold that the 
earlier books of the Old Testament are bet- 
ter suited for use at a later stage, when they 


can be more profitably used to explain the 


_ This is not intended to depreciate the use of _ 


growth of the Jewish conception of God. 


the great stories therein contained at the 
preparatory school stage. 

For the third stage the committee propose 
the study of the growth of the early church, 


_ based on the Acts and illustrated by the epis- 


tles and the first chapters of Revelation. 


| They also advise a study of the influence of 
_ Christianity on the world, not in the sense 
of Church history, but “as revealed in the 
lives of great Christians of every generation 
and in the missionary work of the church, 
' particularly in its vast expansion during the 


last century.” 
Other suggestions offered are: That there 
should be a definite attempt before the pu- 


| pils leave school to give a general idea of 
the relation of Christianity to other faiths 
and philosophies; and that in view of the 
| mental atmosphere into which boys and girls 
will be plunged when they leave school some 
attempt should be made to ensure that in 


their last terms at school “they are encour- 


: aged to face the difficulties they will meet 


and to realize How many of them are based 
on mistaken notions of what Christianity 
really is.” 

The committee adds: “As will have been 
seen, they feel that the danger of what may 


$ be called an Old Testament conception of 


God, though less than it was, is so real and 


H great that at every stage every effort must 


be made to make it clear that this concep- 
tion has no authority except where it is in 


4 harmony .with Christ’s teaching. The com- 
| mittee recognize that the effect of any di- 


vinity teaching must ultimately depend on 


i the teacher.” 


We are moved to ask, What of the years 


| earlier than 1314? Also to remark that Christ 
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If I really, really trust him 
Shall I ever fret? 

‘If I really do expect him 
Can I e’er forget? 

If by faith I really see him 
Shall I doubt his aid? 

If I really, really love him 
Can I be afrad? : 

—F, M.N. 


in his teaching never found it necessary to 
warn his hearers against the “Old Testa- 
ment view of God,” but himself adopted 
that view. And so did the later New Testa- 
ment teachers. 


ON PLACING THE BIBLE IN 
STATE SCHOOLS. 


A clear note on the question of the teach- 
ing—as distinct from the mere reading—of 
the Bible in tax-supported schools in this 
land has been sounded by the Baptists of 
South Carolina. At their last convention a 
committee on the complete separation of 
church and state reported on the matter of 
including the Bible in the curriculum of 
state schools. This report was unanimously 
adopted. It reads as follows: 


First, the Bible is a distinctly religious 
book, and when properly read and studied 
is an act of worship which can not right- 
fully be carried on by the arm of the state. 
The state’s business is to protect not pro- 
mote religious matters. 

Second, we believe that it is against the 
divine plan for the state to try to teach 
the Bible as a textbook in state-supported 
schools, that is, by taxation. It must be free 
and voluntary. In the Great Commission 
Christ commissioned the church, not the 
state or nation, to teach, preach and baptize 
the nations of the earth. 

The denominational school is the only 
school that can rightfully teach all truth, 
especially religious or Christian truth. 

Third, there are many versions of the Bi- 
ble. One is known as the Protestant Bible, 
the King James version; another used by 
the Roman Catholics, called the Douay ver- 
sion, which contains entire books not ap- 
pearing in the King James version. These 
versions differ materially according to the 
interpretations by the respective sects. Then 
there is the Jewish people who do not con- 
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sider the New Testament as part of the Bi- 
ble at all. 

In view of these facts, whose Bible is the 
state going to teach as a textbook? Who is 
going to interpret it? All these citizens pay 
taxes and have equal rights at this point. 
Their money must not be used to promote a 
creed they ‘cannot subscribe to. 

We do not want these other versions and 
ideas taught our children. Neither can we 
afford to take their tax money to teach it to 
others, even our own. Every man’s con- 
science in these United States is worth more 
than these United States on the matter of 
religious liberty. It is not a matter of the 
majority: it is conscience. The govern- 
ment should keep hands off unless some sect 
under guise of conscience commits acts which 
violate the good order of society. 

Some may say, Let us leave out sectarian- 
ism! But to the Protestant the Roman 
‘Catholic Bible is a sectarian book; to the 
Jew the New Testament is a sectarian book; 
to the Roman Catholic the Protestant Bible 
is a sectarian book; and to the man who has 
no religion all are sectarian. To select any 
of these textbooks to be taught in tax-sup- 
ported schools is to confer special favor on 
that sect. The state cannot show partiality. 
All sects look alike in the eyes of the con- 
stitution, and rightly so. Equality is the 
word, and special privileges to none. 

It is true that the right to worship God 
according ta the dictates of our conscience is 
well established in America. But that is 
not all of religious liberty. Religious liberty 
means absolute equality before the law of 
all religions. The state cannot have any 
favorites. Its only relation is ‘to protect its 
citizens in their rights of person and prop- 
erty. It is declared by the teachers of his- 
tory that Christianity prospers most under 
those governments which, as such, seek to 
help it least. A false religion may need the 
support of the state, but not the true. 

It is true that our children must have re- 
ligious training, but they must get it at 
home, in the churches and denominational 
schools, and not at the expense of those who 
do not believe it. There was a time when 
men and women were burned at the stake 
and forced to support by taxation a creed 
they could not subscribe to, but not by Bap- 
tists. 

Baptists would not suffer by the King 


James version being taught in tax-supported 
schools, because that is a Baptist book. But 
it is contrary to the historic position of the 
Baptist denomination to promote religious 
propaganda in state schools. 

Thus, for Baptists now to show the least 
shadow of encroachment upon the law of 
liberty of conscience means that it would 
put them in bad light and prove that their 
boasted love for religious liberty and separa- 
tion of church and state was false. 

In view of these facts we therefore rec- 
ommend that this convention now assembled 
memorialize the Legislature of South Caro- 
lina to enforce the principles of our constitu- 
tion by forbidding teaching the Bible as a 
textbook in any school or institution in 
South Carolina supported by taxation as a 
whole or in part. 


BY WAY OF SUGGESTION. 


“The Fellowship of Prayer” for the 
Lenten season, February 13 to March 31, a 
pamphlet of 30 pages, envelope size, has 
been issued again by the Commission on 
Evangelism and Life Service of the Federal 
Council. A Scripture text and a passage to 
read, brief meditations and a prayer for 
each day are presented under the general 
topics of Myself, My Work, My Home, My 
Church, My God and Father, My Master 
and Brother. 

Any pastor who sends his name and ad- 
dress to the Commission at 105 East 22nd 
Street, New York City, will receive a copy 
of this pamphlet free. 


While Atheistic Associations and Anti- 
Bible Societies are making every effort 
to place their pernicious literature in the 
hands of boys and girls in our public schools 
it is encouraging to realize that there are 
those who are active in distributing the 
word of truth and salvation. These should 
have the earnest prayers and active support 
of Bible-loving Christians. 

The Bible Institute Colportage Associa- 
tion of Chicago, founded by D. L. Moody in 
1894, has recently begun a statewide distri- 
bution of its Christian literature in the 
schools of Wyoming. This is a sadly neg- 
lected field. The communities are sparsely 
settled. Many of the people are immigrants, 
not able to support a paid ministry. With- 


By Way of Suggestion. 


' out the free distribution of the gospel in 
print the people are left largely without any 
spiritual ministration. 


“Group mothers” is a term coined by 
'Dr. C. R. Shepherd, director of Chung Mei, 
} the home for Chinese boys in Berkeley, 
} California. 

' “It has practically the same significance as 
i ‘house mother,” he says, “but as we only 
have one house, but several groups of differ- 
ent ages living in this house, I use this 
‘term. Each ‘group mother’ is given a group 
Jof boys, doing for them everything that a 
(mother would do for her own boys, super- 
} vising the housework in a certain portion of 
§the house and being directly responsible to 
tme for the well being and deportment of 
Matters of minor discipline they 
1 Serious matters they refer to me. 
All matters of health they refer to the home 
jnurse. In a word, they are to their group 
just as nearly as possible what a mother is 
ito her own children. Their names are Miss 
Anna Dietz, mother of senior group (fifteen 
Miss Fannie Barton, mother 
_ (twelve) ; 3 


Kieren) Miss Margaret Thomsen, mother 
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Seven bishops of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church have issued a statement which 
includes this paragraph: 

“Methodism is doing everything else in 
the work of the kingdom of God better than 
securing new converts and establishing them 
in the faith of Christ and the fellowship of 
the church. We are convinced that Meth- 
odism has gone as far as we can go without 
greatly increased spiritual motor power.” 

To encourage pastors to make a concerted 
effort to do their first works over again, Dr. 
George B. Dean, of the Department of Evan- 
gelism, with the cordial backing of the bish- 
ops’ committee of seven, is suggesting six 
objectives : 

To develop a greater church eval among 
the members in attendance and service; 

To prepare effectively the church for its 
evangelistic effort; 

To cultivate carefully the unsaved and un- 
churched of the community for whom the 
church is responsible ; 

To seek to secure a definite Christian de- 
cision from all those in the community for 
whom the Methodist Episcopal church is 
responsible ; 

To conserve properly the new converts; 

To maintain an all-year-round program of 
evangelism. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
EXTENDING. 


A department of Religious Education 
has been established in the School of Educa- 
tion of New York University. 

Plans have been under way) for some time 
looking toward the establishment of such a 
department. Its purpose is to prepare stu- 
dents for professional work in, the adminis- 
tration, supervision and instruction in reli- 
gious schools, churches and | communities 
either as director of Religious Education or 
as specialist in various age levels. Second, to 
give professional teachers and administrators 
of so-called secular education in} public and 
private schools an introduction to the basic 
elements of religious education. | Third, to 
prepare for non-professional tedching and 
supervision in Religious Education! those who 
wish to give marginal time as ! voluntary 
workers to educational services in the church 
and community. F 

Five courses are offered: Introduction to 
Religious Education, Principles of Religious 
Education, Leadership in Religious Educa- 
tion, Organization and Administration, and 
the Determination of the Curriculum in 
Religious Education. 

In commenting on .the newly formed de- 
partment Dean Withers said: 

“The university has started this depart- 
ment in the belief that the next great for- 


ward movement of the churches is in the. 


field of religious education. We believe that 
systematic education in religion is an ur- 
gent need of our country at this time. Our 
unparalleled advance in science and indus- 
try and in material growth, we think, must 
be matched by advance in the moral and 
spiritual character of the people. New York 
University wishes to help meet this great 
need.” 


Directors of Religious Education are 
in line to receive official standing in the 
Presbyterian church provided they qualify 
in certain rather high requirements. 

Because of the increasing employment of 
such directors in local Presbyterian churches 
and the recognized desirability in Presby- 
terian official circles of establishing a stand- 
ard of requirements for such directors, with 
control by the presbyteries, the Presbyterian 
general council has voted to recommend 
favorably to the Presbyterian General As- 
_ sembly at St. Paul in May a proposed con- 


stitutional rule to be transmitted to the 
presbyteries for their action. Said rule reads 
as follows: 

“Each person desiring to serve as a di- 
rector of Religious Education or in any posi- 
tion the equivalent thereof in a particular 
church shall first obtain a license to serve 
as such from the presbytery having jurisdic- 
tion over the particular church. The pres- 
bytery shall require of each applicant satis- 
factory evidence of being a communicant 
member of some evangelical church and of 
willingness, if not already such, to become 
prior to such licensure a communicant mem- 
ber of the particular church. The presby- 
tery shall examine each applicant as to piety, 
knowledge of the Scriptures, the doctrine 


and polity of the Presbyterian church, and~ 


ability to teach. Each applicant shall also 
be required (1) to produce a certificate of 
graduation from a theological seminary with 


specialization in religious education; or (2) ~ 


a diploma from some college or university 
with specialization in religious education and 
in addition at least one year’s specialization 


in religious education in a recagnized institu- — 


tion, or two years’ experience in general. 


education or religious education; or (3) the 
equivalent of either of the above. 
cense shall be valid only within the presby- 


Said li- | 


tery and for one year unless renewed, and — 
may be withdrawn at any time at the pleas- _ 
ure of the presbytery to which each li-— 


censed director of Religious Education shall 
report at least once a year. Nothing in this — 


rule is to be interpreted as applicable to 
ministers who are members of, or to men 


who have been licensed to preach by, a pres- | 


bytery of this church.” 


It is estimated that there are already 


nearly 400 directors of Religious Education 
at work among local Presbyterian churches, 
about one-half of whom are women. This 
proposed new rule, if adopted by the presby- 
teries, would apply to those already in of- 
fice. 


THE CHINA FAMINE SITUATION. 


The story of the terrible famine in China 
increases in definiteness and volume as the 
months pass. 


A recent conference in Tien-— 
tsin of representatives from 11 provinces 
came to the conclusion that a minimum of 
twelve million destitute men, women and 


| 
| 
/ 
| 
| 
| 


Current Thought. 
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children were at that time facing starvation, 
and that the number would increase to twenty 
millions before spring. The amount needed 
for famine relief before next harvest would 
be at the lowest estimate some $20,000,000. 

A letter from Dr. Charles Ernest Scott of 
Shantung depicts the terrible conditions. He 
writes: 

The famine waxes ever worse. South of 
the Yang Tze River, which runs east and 
west through the heart of China, the great 
southwestern provinces are in an appalling 
condition. Hunan, also Szechuen—an em- 
pire in itself, with seventy million people,— 
are in a welter of woe. The people have 
been well nigh eaten out of house and home 
by armies of Communists and Southern Na- 
tionalists, by rival “generals” who really 
represent only themselves, by bandit hordes, 
and by swarms of locusts. 

North of the Yang Tze the same fell con- 
ditions obtain. The distress is the worst 
known in many decades. All the factors of 
a vicious circle, too well known in the Land 
of the Dragon, are present,—irresponsible 
-governors, bandits raised to great power, ras- 
| cal civil officials rapidly squeezing the peo- 
/ple before a necessary sudden retirement 
| while the getting away is good. Added to 
these are drought, locusts and other grain 
ipests, with crop failure, impressment of the 
farmers’ sons into the private armies or in 
i desperation voluntarily joining them; the 
seizure of carts, animals, and wagons by the 
military; the able-bodied leaving the famine 
jareas which the unpaid soldiers have done 
much to make so, camping in their houses, 
}devouring their food, burning their fuel, 
| sleeping in their bedding and wearing their 
}clothes. One can scarcely hint at the awful 
fate of many aged and young, the former 
Soften abandoned, the latter killed or sold 
into a life worse than death. The roads are 
Ifull of those most lugubrious of all proces- 
sions seeable,—“Tao hwang ti,” “the flee-ers 
from the famine.” 

Particularly are Northern Honan, S. W. 
@Shantung, and Shansi and Chihli provinces 
ijn the grip of this monster. It stalks in their 
Ymnidst, deliberate, relentless, like the fabled 
edragon of old. And whoever out here has 
4xperience in this relief work, plus strength 
jo do it, and can be freed from other duties, 
‘nust get in to it and help. This I am plan- 
‘hing to do, having had a set-to with it on 


two previous occasions. It is dreadful busi- 
ness, much mixed with contagion and woe,— 
distressful, nerve-racking, strength-sapping, 
depressing; but it has to be done. So the 
only thing is to go to it in the name of the 
Lord. 

Interestingly enough, the actual adminis- 
tration and the immediate field work—direct- 
ing the labor of tens of thousands of men in 
road building, well-digging, embankment re- 
pair and deepening silted-up rivers, ditch- 
digging, etc.,—all fall directly to the evan- 
gelistic itinerators. Many others give it the 
go-by, by preference or by necessity. It is 
the great and practical way to show an an- 
guished people, in the face of the callous- 
ness of their fellow nationals, that Christ’s 
religion, in distinction from theirs, is full of 
compassion, caring for the bodies no less 
than for the souls of humans. 


CURRENT THOUGHT. 


The New Testament contains the vital- 
izing principles for the ethics of all ages.— 
E. Y. Mullins. 


John Wesley was a much greater man 
in his influence on English life than any 
prime minister that ever lived,—Prime Min- 
ister Baldwin. 


Is it our case that we are so inoculated 
by a weak dose of Christianity that we have 
become immune to a severe attack of Christ- 
likeness ?>—E,. W. Shillito. 


“Suffered under Pontius Pilate,” says 
the official Christian creed. What has Pon- 
tius Pilate to do with the definition of true 
religion? This, that he marks a date and a 
place.—Professor Burkitt. 


Just as a sober, honest man has a bet- 
ter chance of making and saving money than 
a drunken debauchee, so the economic waste 
of sin checks our national prosperity to a 
degree realized by few of our citizens.— 
L. F. Bower. 


With too facile tongue and pen it is as- 
serted today that we preachers are as truly 
prophets for our generation as Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, and Ezekiel were for theirs, that all 
inspiration differs not in kind but in degree, 
that we are as essentially equipped to be 
spokesmen of God as these ancients were. 
Is that true?—R. C. Gillie. 
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The victory of prayer cannot be esti- 
mated by “answers” received to definite peti- 
tions. If I may say so reverently, God does 
not advertise, and the most remarkable an- 
swers to prayer will always remain hidden 
and unknown. The success of prayer lies 
not in what God gives a man, but in what he 
makes him; and if we could read the secret 
records we should meet hundreds and thou- 
sands and indeed millions of prayers thus 
successful,—of men and women who by 
prayer have been delivered from every kind 
of bondage of sin and fear, of leopards who 
have completely and wonderfully changed 
their spots—Miss Sheila Kaye-Smith. 


Another public institution kept by the 
ratepayers and taxpayers is the prison, with 
its police force, its courts of law, its judges, 
and all the rest of its expensive retinue. An 
enormous proportion of the offences they 
deal with are caused by drink. Now the 
trade in drink is extremely profitable: so 
much so that in England it is called The 
Trade, which is short for The Trade of 
Trades. But why is it profitable? Because 
the trader in drink takes all the money the 
drunkard pays for his liquor, and when he 
is drunk throws him into the street, leaving 
the ratepayer to pay for all the mischief he 
may do,-all the crimes he may commit, all 
the illness he may bring on himself and his 
family, and all the poverty to which he may 
be reduced. If the cost of these were charged 
against the drink trade instead of against 
the police rates and poor rates, the profits of 
the trade would vanish at once.—George 
Bernard Shaw. 


I cannot imagine myself without reli- 
gion. I could as easily fancy a living 
body without a heart. To one who is deaf 
and blind the spiritual world offers no dif- 
ficulty. Nearly everything in the natural 
world is as vague, as remote from my senses, 
as spiritual things seem to the minds of most 
people. I plunge my hands deep into. my 
large Braille volumes containing Sweden- 
borg’s teachings, and withdraw them full of 
the secrets of the spiritual world. The in- 
ner or “mystic” sense, if you like, gives me 
vision of the unseen. My mystic world is 
lovely with trees and clouds and stars and 
eddying streams I have never “seen.” I am 
often conscious of beautiful flowers and birds 
and laughing children where to my seeing 
associates there is nothing. They. skeptically 


declare that I see “light that never was on 
sea or land.” But I know that their mystic 
sense is dormant, and that is why there are 
so many barren places in their lives. They 
prefer “facts” to vision, They want a sci- 
entific demonstration, and they can have it. 
Science with untiring patience traces man 
back to the ape, and rests content. It is out 
of this ape that God creates the seer, and 
science meets spirit as life meets death, and 
life and death are one—Helen Keller. 


An Anti-Bible Society: “Without Profit.” 

A formal application has been made to the 
secretary of state in Albany, New York, for 
the incorporation of the American Anti-Bible 
Society. ‘ 

According to the articles of incorporation 
the purposes of this organization are to dis- 
credit the Bible by publication and speech, to 
promote the repeal of all laws requiring the 
reading of portions of the Scriptures in 
schools, and organizing general propaganda 
against the doctrine that the Bible is the 
Word of God. 

It is stated that the society is to be operated 
on anonprofit basis. There is no doubt in my 
mind but that it will be so operated, if oper- 
ated at all. Without profit to itself, without 
profit to the general public, and without 
profit to any good cause,—this is its destiny. 
Little wonder that the judge called upon 


a i ae 


to consider the application turned it back 


denied ! 


But while there is no doubt but that it’ 


would have been a society unprofitable and 
unfit it is more than possible that its efforts 
would have contributed, indirectly at least, 
toward a wider reading of the Book of books. 
The fires that were lighted in another time 
to destroy the sacred volume only carried it 
on letters of flame to the ends of the earth. 
Persecution is at last always the friend of 
a good cause.—Dr. Daniel A. Poling. 


Witness of the Spirit. 

John Wesley thus defined the witness of 
the Spirit. “By the testimony of the Spirit 
I mean an inward impression on the soul 
whereby the Spirit of God immediately and 
directly witnesses to my spirit that I am a 
child of God, that all my sins are blotted 
out, and I—even I—am reconciled to God.” 


Later he said: “After twenty years’ fur- — 
ther consideration I see no cause to retract 


any part of this.” 


Editorial Briefs. 


The Step-Up plan for increasing contribu- 
tions has proved profitable in financial cam- 
paigns. One who pledges 10 cents a week is 
asked to step up to 15 cents, and so on. 

The idea is a good one in all one’s 
Christian experience. We recall a conven- 
tion group that was being photographed on 
the steps of a public building. The photogra- 
pher found he could get a better picture if 
the group was a little higher, so he called 
out: : 

“Everybody one step higher, please!” 

If believers kept moving higher, one step 
after another, in Christian experience and 
service it would mean great impulse to the 
cause of Christ. 


What’s Wrong with This Idea? 

Any scientific or medical or pedagogical 
book is out of date after three to five years. 
A small residuum of permanent value may 
be salvaged, to wit, the underlying principles 
that probably were known, if not defined in 
modern terminology, before the book was 
written. 

If that is true, why should not we be fore- 
handed by three to five years, and from that 
advanced standpoint estimate today what is 
and what is not permanent in it? Such 
| judgment would forestall the popular vogue 
of many a sham or vicious proposal in sci- 
ence and teaching and reform. 

The Bible is full of principles. Because 
_ human nature does not change there is no 
} modern problem that has not its equivalent 
in its underlying principles in the Bible. And 
' it always contains actual flesh-and-blood 
cases as well as principles. What we need 
is to know our Bible and see through any 
case that is presented down to its underly- 
ing principles. 

Any new reform method should be judged 
in the same way. Why jvaste time over theo- 
ries that will admittedly be outgrown or ex- 
4 posed in a year or two? Why not search for 
) the permanent principles embodied, apply 
‘them, and let the rest go? 

All true knowledge and progress will be 
6 found to have their foundation in Bible 
‘truth. Applications differ: what are their 
« foundations? : 

Gothic Church Architecture. 

The other view of it is now becoming vo- 

cal. For some years Gothic churches have 


been the vogue. Nearly all the great recent 
buildings have been Gothic, in exterior 
at least. Denominational church building 
boards have urged and advocated Gothic de- 
signs. ; 

No one denies the Gothic appeal to rever- 
ence, beauty, quiet, awe. But its whole 
system is based upon sacerdotalism, ecclesi- 
asticism. It is not adapted to a freer, non- 
ritualistic system of worship. 

No doubt cases may be mentioned where 
outstanding Romanist, Orthodox and An- 
glican divines have in the past centuries 
wrought wonders by their preaching in 
Gothic churches: but it needed outstanding 
eloquence and power to do it. How many 
of them went out into the fields and lanes? 
Can one imagine such fruitful ministries as 


- Henry Ward Beecher’s and D. L. Moody’s 


if these prophets of God had been confined 
to Gothic churches? 

Where Gothic style has been adopted in 
non-liturgical churches its interior has been 
modified or modernized to avoid sacerdotal- 
ism and bring the minister into close rapport 
with his auditors. This has been successfully 
done in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Bryn Mawr, Pa., for instance, and in college 
chapels, and elsewhere. 

Cardinal’ Mundelein selected a Connecti- 


_ cut Congregationalist meeting house as 


model for the church in his seminary settle- 
ment near Chicago. We wonder what interior 
modifications he adopted to adapt the simple 
meeting house to the elaborate Romanist 
practice. 


Ye Have Need of Patience! 


Impatience is one of the outstanding sins of 
the present time. Injustice and wrongs de- 
mand righting, and there is the temptation to 
feel that God is unmindful of the world’s 
evils. “God does nothing,’ complains Carlyle 
in viewing the unrighteousness of his own 
generation. 

It is well, when tempted to indulge in such 
a spirit, to consider the divine course in his- 
tory. God is never ina hurry, and his method 
in dealing with men and nations is of one 
“ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness.” The im- 
patience of man is in striking contrast to the 
infinite patience of God. 

This is amply illustrated in the Old Testa- 
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ment, the greater part of which is occupied in 
relating the longsuffering of Jehovah with his 
rebellious and idolatrous people. Though he 
ultimately permitted them to suffer for their 
iniquities it was not until after repeated ef- 
forts through judges, reformers and proph- 
ets to reconcile them to himself. If he sur- 
rendered them to victorious enemies and 
allowed them to go into captivity it was not 
until all other efforts had failed to achieve 
their reformation. 

But it is not alone with the Chosen People 
of Israel that God has thus dealt. History 
demonstrates his longsuffering with many 
peoples. Nations have risen from obscurity, 
waxed strong in their might, and then through 
wantonness and cruelty become decadent. 

An ancient writer in his day recognized 


this, and truly said, “Righteousness exalteth 


a nation, but sin is a reproach to any peo- 
ple.” This is as applicable to the 20th cen- 
tury as of old. It finds fulfilment in the 
Western world as in Eastern civilization. 

Guizot the historian affirms that “time and 
space are as nothing in the mysterious devel- 
opment of God’s designs toward men, and it 
is the privilege of mankind to get instruction 
and example from far-off memories of their 
own history.” 

Patience is an evidence of faith. He whose 
confidence is in God patiently waits for him, 
for— 

“Til that he blesses is our good, 

And unblest good is ill; 
And all is right that seems most wrong 
If it be his sweet will!” 


** Do This in Remembrance of Me!” 


A Communion Meditation. 


Bishop John Thomson Dallas, D. D., New Hampshire. 


Things that are sacramental are those 
things which open up the depths of human 
nature and the depths of God’s heart. 

When you come to a service such as we 
are having now it ought to help us to see all 
of the sacramental things in life. I am sure 
each one of you can think of many human 
experiences wherein those two things meet, 
the divine and the human, where the depths 
of human nature well up and the depths of 
divine love burst upon us. 

Sometimes it may be that the unrolling of 
the clouds in the West makes us catch our 
breath and stand‘on tiptoes. Or it may be 
that sweet and trusting look with which a 
child looks up into your face. Or it may be, 
as I and my brothers have so often seen, that 
look that comes into a woman’s face some- 
times when she stands by an open grave. Or 
it may be some such aweful experience as a 
lot of us remember: when the word went 
around the world that there was peace, and 
we thought of the sacrifice and pain which 
ushered us into the greatness of humanity 
and the awefulness of God. Or it may be 
that experience which a man has as he sees 
his mother lying in the regal robes of death. 
Or these intense and human times on the 
verge of the beautiful and good and the true 
that are opening doors and windows into 
the heart of the Eternal. 


And so for us who believe that God is, 
and that God loves us, and that in his love 
he sent Jesus to us, this sacrament which we 
call the Holy Communion has a significance 
whose depths we never can quite reach, and 
we do not quite understand all it holds for 
us. 

It is a solemn thought when you realize 


’ that Jesus said: “Do this in remembrance of 


me!” He wanted to be loved, he wanted to 
be remembered, because he knew us, knew 
what it would mean to us to remember and 
to love him. 

You worship one way, and you in another, 
but it is the same love that holds us all, and 
the same spirit that stirs us. Whether you 
come from such a background as my own, 
where the sacrament was held so holy that 
it was hardly dared to observe it even once a 
year, or whether, as go many of our friends, 
you celebrate it every morning, it is all the 
same love, the same spirit, the same search- 
ing after you and me. And this evening the 
only reason why you and I are here is be- 
cause Jesus said: 

“Do this in remembrance of me!” 


No philosophy of sin can be sound which 
finds its sole explanation in the outward act. 
—Henry Howard. 
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Ruins of the Greek section of Smyrna since the desolation of 1922. 
(Photo in 1928 by R. K. Morton.) 


Recent Snapshots in Bible Lands. 
Richard K. Morton, Boston, Mass. 


In Bible lands! 
_ come true! 
_ What memories, ancient and modern, 
Smyrna awakens! Even before the steam- 
ship has anchored in the harbor, I see the 
| swath which earthquake, fire and massacre 
| cut through the old city. 
In 1922 Greece had a mandate over this 
| section, and the Turks became rebellious. 
They revolted, and when Greece failed to 
/ get help drove the Greeks into the sea and 
burned the Greek section of the city with 
' great loss of life and property. 
The city which is identified with an an- 
| cient church is now rapidly recovering. It 
has good hospitals and schools. Its streets 
are cleaner, its buildings finer, its public utili- 
ties more adequate, and the whole atmos- 
| phere healthier. With this great city as a 
/ center missionaries are ministering to an un- 
“ der-privileged and long-neglected people.. 
The youth of Asia Minor deserve a 
i chance. The latest disaster, a flood, cannot 
stem the tide of progress toward the removal 
} of disease, ignorance, hate, disorder, poverty. 
The New Turkey shows great promise. 
| The new alphabet will mean much, just as 
+ modern customs in dress and business meth- 
» ods will. 


Hopes realized, dreams 


Egypt is an enchanting land,—beautiful 
| scenery, luxurious foliage, many fruits, ex- 


Cairo today shows promising results un- 
i} der English control,—better order, cleaner 


streets, more hospitals, schools and public 
buildings, less disease. The great city is 
still infested with many evil forces working 
mysteriously, especially at night. Beggary 
is ubiquitous and as persistent and ingenious 
as anywhere in the world. Even the beg- 
gars frequently speak flawless English with- 
out an accent. Disease and ignorance and 
poverty are distressingly prevalent even yet. 
The markets are infested with insects, and 
full of dirt. Natives roam the streets carry- 
ing wares for sale,—they vary from ducks 
to tapestries ! 

The American University in Cairo is do- 
ing a wonderful educational work among 
the better-class Egyptian young people. In- 
struction is adapted to local needs, and a 
high standard is maintained. Though the 
king seems to be constructively working for 
a better Egypt, prejudice is still strong 
against England. 

Great mosques still glisten in all their 
glory, but the message of religion as we 
know it is still largely lacking. I cannot re- 
sist saying that a Moslem guide, in showing 
us through a mosque (thus forcing us to 
walk duck-like in the most ridiculous fash- 
ion because we had to wear a kind of over- 
shoe or slipper to keep our feet from touch- 
ing sacred ground,) remarked that if a 
Moslem in prayer should catch sight of a 
woman his prayer was thereby ruined, and 
he should begin again. Ladies of the party 
were rightfully indignant when I slyly re- 


‘marked: 
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Filling animal skins with water at a well near the Mosque of Omar, Jerusalem. 
(Photo by R. K. Morton.) 


“Now, that’s pretty good doctrine: hadn't 
you better tell us some more?” 

I visited a Moslem university, where 
young people are trained in the Koran. The 
day was very hot. Inside I found a large 
number of students clad in dirty white outer 
garments. Each was by himself, or with 
only one companion. They sat on ragged, 
dirty straw mats, with dirty bowls and bits 
of food lying about. They swayed back and 
forth, presumably memorizing choice bits of 
the Koran. Somehow or other I did not de- 
cide to transfer my college registration from 
this country to Egypt! 

The wall of Jerusalem, the Holy City, is 
interesting for many reasons. I was espe- 
cially interested in the Golden Gate, and in 
the Damascus and Jaffa gates. From the 
wall near the Golden Gate one looks down 
upon the Kidron and the tombs of Jehosha- 


phat and Absalom, and can see clearly the 
Mount of Olives, including the German hos- 
pice, the Russian church, and the beautiful 
Garden of Gethsemane, which now has a 
church. The garden is full of flowers and 
inviting paths, and the old olive tree still 
stands in the sun. What thoughts are yours 
when you stand in this garden and look over 
toward the wall of Jerusalem! 

When one has visited the Mount of Olives 
he is wise to visit the mosque of al-Aqsa and 
the Dome of the Rock which lie at the foot of 
the mount. Both are imposing and beautiful. 
Because of the early association of Caliph 
Omar with this site the mosque is often re- 
ferred to as the Mosque of Omar. The other 
building houses a rock from which the Mos- 
lem prophet was supposed to have ascended 
on his steed to heaven. 

In other places one can read the story of 
these buildings. What specially impressed 


The River Jordan in summer, not far from the Sea of Galilee. 


(Photo by R. K. Morton.) 


Debts or Trespasses ? 
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me was a scene which I saw near by. In the 
hot sun men and boys were standing on a 
burning stone pavement and drawing water 
from a deep well there. They were in primi- 
tive fashion filling animal skins with the pre- 
cious water, which must last for quite a while 
for people some distance away. 

_ How much in life they never have and will 
never know! Right in the Holy Land there 
are today many conditions which we do not 
like to see near the places which once felt 
the footsteps of the Master. There are still 
disease, poverty, ignorance, distress, priva- 
tion, beggary. 

The cool water of the spring is precious to 

them, but the living Water of Life is even 
-more needed. 
_ The sacred shrines of the Holy Land are 
now all adorned by the different sects that 
have exerted some control over them, but 
still they have not found the real Christ who 
once was there. They have adorned a shrine 
when they should seek a life. They mark 
with marble when they should serve with 
love. They burn candles in adoration when 
they often lack the burning light of sympathy 
and cooperation. 


In churches where the English tongue is 
spoken there are three versions current of 
the fifth petition in the Lord’s Prayer. 

(a) One reproduces the language of the 
1 Gospel of St. Matthew, where we read (6. 
B12): : 

| “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
} debtors !” 

| The Revised Version changes the last five 
} words into “As we also have forgiven our 
{ debtors.” This is more accurate, but it 
| raises a point with which we are not con- 
# cerned here. What counts for our present 
{ purpose is that the terms “debt” and 
| “debtor” are employed. 

)  (b) In St. Luke’s Gospel (11.4) another 
* version of the Prayer occurs with this ren- 
dering: 

| “Forgive us our sins: for we also forgive 
4 everyone that is indebted to us!” 

(c) Finally, in the Prayerbook, as anyone 
t knows who worships in Episcopal or Angli- 
/ can churches, the petition runs thus: 
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 


Debts or Trespasses? 
Rev. Professor James Moffatt, D. D., New York. 


After a beautiful visit in Jerusalem I made 
my way North toward Damascus and Bey- 
routh, passing many notable historic places. 
Soon I came to the Jordan River some dis- 
tance above Jerusalem. During the hot, dry 
summer season the river is no larger than a 
small stream at this point. But how famous 
are these waters ! 

Many pages could be written by almost 
anyone who has, been privileged to visit the 
Holy Land. With these few words, however, 
I content myself here. 

One is glad to see the Holy Land being 
built up by outside capital, provided with bet- 
ter health and commercial facilities, and with 
better care for its unique shrines. The na- 
tives are being given a better chance for life 
through hospitals, schools and other similar 
institutions, opportunities for work, etc. 

The automobile is now a familiar sight 
there, and the land is in close contact with 
the outside world. 

The Holy Land is both a challenge and a 
responsibility for the Christian whose life has 
been immeasurably changed and enriched by 
the Master who once lived there. 


. 


them that trespass against us!” Apparently 
this version was taken over from Tindal’s 
translation (1534), which ran: 

“Forgive us our trespasses even as we for- 
give our trespassers!” It is the liturgical 
version, and is reproduced in “Church 
Order, or Euchologion,” the manual issued 
by the Church Service Society of the 
Church of Scotland. 

There is no doctrinal question involved in 
the variation of renderings. It is simply a 
matter of translation. What Jesus meant 
was SIN, whatever word he may have used. 
If he spoke in Aramaic he must have em- 
ployed the common term which meant both 
sin and debt. 

The metaphor of debt as applied to sin 
was not confined to Jewish religion, for we 
come across it in some pagan inscriptions of 
Greek Asia Minor; but it was specially com- 
mon in the days and the land of Jesus. 
Hence Matthew’s version reproduces the 
original by means of a similar Greek term 
for financial debts (opheilémata). 


Peehotets Svlethe Lh ehek SORE UES EE SE 
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Record of Christian Wack: 


How easy it was for people to understand 
this of sins may be gathered from the para- 
ble of the Talents (Matthew 18. 21-35), 
which explains the duty of forgiving sins. 
“I forgave thee all that debt,” the king tells 
the unforgiving servant. To forgive sins 
was naturally expressed by Orientals in 
terms of remitting debts. 

Between (a) and (b), therefore, there is 
no difference except in phraseology. Possi- 
bly (a) reproduces more exactly the meta- 
phorical nuance of the word employed by 
Jesus, but its real meaning is sins, as Luke’s 
version has it. Yet, as we see, Luke goes on 
to use the “debt” metaphor at once, in “For 
we also forgive everyone that is indebted to 
us.” Indeed, at a later stage (13.4) the 
evangelist preserves a speech of Jesus in 
which he employs the same expression 
freely: “Or those eighteen upon whom the 
tower at Siloam fell, think ye that they were 
sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusa- 
lem?” Here the term translated “sinners” is 
the same as that which is rendered in the 
Lord’s Prayer (a) “debtors.” 

In the light of these and of other refer- 
ences it is not unfair to conclude that (a) 
reproduces the metaphor more literally and 
precisely, whereas (b) is truer to the thought 
of the original. 

As for (c), it has this in its favor that 
“trespass” is a good Biblical term for sins 
against both God and our fellowmen. It oc- 
curs in the rendering of Luke 17.3, 4, for 
example: “If thy brother trespass against 
thee and repent, thou shalt forgive him,” 
where “trespass” translates the word else- 
where rendered “sin.” In the Gospel of 
Matthew it is important to notice that after 
giving the Prayer Jesus proceeds to ex- 
plain this petition thus: “If ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.” Here “trespasses” 
translates the specific Greek term “parapté- 
mata.” The fact that it could be used in 
this connection proves that it was evidently 
considered an equivalent for debts in the 
sense of sins. 

A careful study of the Greek usage as re- 
flecting the Aramaic suggests (i) that in the 
Lord’s Prayer Jesus employed the common 
Aramaic term which may be rendered debt 
or sin or trespass without attaching to it the 


subtle differences which may be found lin- 


guistically in these terms, but (ii) that he 


employed it often elsewhere in the meta- 
phorical sense of debt because this lent it- 
self to vivid parables and stories such as 
either that already referred to, or, we may 
add, the story of the Two Debtors in Luke 
7. 41-47. 

I observe that the new standard French 
Version, “La Sainte Bible’ (Paris), has 


dropped the older “dettes” in Matthew 6. 12, | 


rendering the petition thus: 

“Pardonne-nous nos offenses, comme nous 
avons pardonné nous-mémes a ceux qui nous 
sont offensés !” 

This is a step in the right direction, which 
is plainly intended to avoid the misleading 
associations of the debt metaphor. Simi- 


‘larly in English we may argue that the 


meaning of the fifth petition would be best 


conveyed by a rendering like this: “For- | 


give us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.” But as the Lord’s Prayer has 
become a vital part of worship and acquired 
liturgical associations for many Christians 
in one or another form it is far too late in 
the day to advocate any such alteration. 

As between the traditional renderings, (a) 
is often defended on the ground that debts 
is a good term for offences and shortcom- 
ings. 
Besides, it is argued as against (b), that 
sins brings to the mind of most people only 
flagrant offences. This, I think, is a moot 


point. And many people, on the other hand, 


prefer the use of trespasses or sins to the 
risk of suffering from the financial associa- 
tions involved in debts and debtors. They 
no longer feel devotionally helped by the 
Oriental metaphor of God as the supreme 
creditor, “debtors” is not a natural name for 
those who injure them, and they would 
rather confine the metaphor of indébtedness 
to their own duty, recalling “Owe no man 
anything save to love one another,” or “I am 
a debtor both to the Greeks and to the bar- 
barians.” ; 

In short, (b) or (c) is less liable to be 
misunderstood by moderns than (a), al- 
though it is likely that (a) preserves the 
original speech of Jesus. Verbally, there- 
fore (a) has the preéminence, but the spirit 
of the ‘petition comes through to us more 
directly in (b) or (c). 


It suggests personal responsibility. 


The Lord’s Prayer—V (Concluded). 
“Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread.” 
Rev. Donald Fraser D. D., Central Africa. 


COOPERATING WITH Gop. 


_ When we pray this prayer we are ac- 
knowledging our cooperation with God. 
There is a common materialistic conception 
of life that what we have is won by our own 
efforts. Who gives us grain to eat? We 
think of the hard labor at the plough, the 
manuring, the sowing, and the rain and sun- 
‘shine,—all material things. But behind the 
plant and the ear that spring from the soil 
there is God the giver of life. 

| We go into a restaurant or store and with 
‘money buy the food we shall eat, and we can 
iscarcely recognize the hand of God there at 
jall. But behind the money there is God who 
gives power to earn it, and it is God who 
orders society so that the business of ex- 
change is possible. 

_ It is only as we recognize that behind the 
ordinary order of life there is God codperat- 
ling, and men cooperating with God, that we 
ican have a true sense of order. This hand 
‘that earns my living may some day fail, so- 
ciety may change entirely and chaos take the 
iplace of order, but God remaineth, and, he 
alone is our trustworthy help. The psalmist 
said, “Except the Lord build the house, they 
labor in vain that build it.” 

' In these days we think of our science in 
building, construction, and engineering, and 
lwe say, “Where does God come in?” But 
‘behind all these calculations and all these in- 
ventions there is God the giver of life and 
sanity and wisdom, and without him these 
things cannot be done. 

| Why is it we always think of God in the 
realm of calamity? In legal phrases in 
Britain we speak of certain happenings as 
“the act of God,” and that means hurricane, 
fearthquake, and these awful forces that we 
bcannot control. As if God were simply a 
Imischievous imp passing through the world 
knocking down the house of cards the chil- 
‘dren build! We have got to recognize that 
ithe act of God is more visible in order than 
Jin chaos, and that God’s hand moves in the 
(world far more distinctly and more con- 


orld than in the calamity. 

| We pray, “Give us this day our daily 
‘bread,” and this prayer is not the prayer of 
‘the indolent. I am not going to say to my- 


self, I have only to pray and my barns will 
be full. All our Christian conception rather 
is that our prayer must be a cooperation 
with God. When St. Paul found the early 
Christians sitting idle waiting for the coming 
of the Lord he said, “If a man will not 
work, neither let him eat!” For indolence 
has no reward but poverty and famine. “The 
slothful will not plough by reason of the 
winter, therefore he shall beg in harvest, and 
have nothing” (Proverbs 20.4). 

Dr. Kelman used to say of the slacker who 
would not study and prayed God to help him 
at his examination: 

“But God is always on the side of the ex- 
aminer !” 

The whole will of God as revealed in this 
Bible is that prayer does not mean passivity, 
but more active and conscious codperation 
with God. It is all wrapped up in that old 
word of the Puritan commander to his sol- 
dier’, “Trust in God and keep your powder 
dry!” How many a minister has found 
often in his preaching his spiritual power 
evaporating, and the explanation is simply in 
books unopened, study neglected, prayer un- 
cultivated. 

This sense of our codperation with God 
makes food the holiest thing in the world, 
and farming the most divine occupation. 

Slow up the hill the plough team plod, 

Old Callow at the task of God. .... 

I kneeled there in the muddy fallow, 

I knew that Christ was there with Callow, . 

That Christ was standing there with me, 

That Christ had taught me what to be, 

That I should plough, and as I ploughed 

My Saviour Christ would sing aloud, 

And as I drove the clod apart, 

Christ would be ploughing in my heart! 

What a dignity comes to one’s life when 
we recognize this codperation with God in 
the common things! There is no room now 
for scamping work, for unfaithful hours, or 
even for the sense of drudgery. 

When the first great religious movement 
came among the people in Central Africa I 
asked one of the teachers what difference it 
had made to him. He said that formerly 
they used to teach with diligence when they 
knew the inspectors were coming, but now 
they work daily with diligence, for God was 
their inspector. But the full sense of co- 
operation comes to a man not because he 
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thinks of God being the inspector, but be- 
cause God gives us a sense of the greatness 
of the trust he has put into our hands. We 
see with his eyes. We work with a new 
sense of faithfulness. 

In Grayson’s “Essays in Contentment” he 
speaks of the doctor who was having a ta- 
ble made for his office, and his visit to the 
carpenter Baxter. “When he entered he 
found the table upside down, and Baxter on 
his knees finishing off the under part of the 
drawer slides. Baxter looked up and smiled 
in the engaging way he had, and continued 
his work. After watching him for some 
time the doctor said: 

“Why do you spend so much time on the 
table? Who is going to know whether the 
last touch has been put on the under side of 
it?’ 

“Baxter straightened up, and looked at the 
doctor in surprise. ‘Why, I will!’ he said.” 

That was the word of a man who had be- 
gun to look at work with God’s eyes, be- 
cause he had learned that truth and faith- 
fulness come from holy codperating ‘with 
God. 

What a wonderful thing a meal becomes 
when we see that God is the giver! A meal 
provided by the heavenly Father, something 
that has come direct from his own hands! 
Though it is only a temporary gift it is 
marked with all the goodness and careful- 
ness of the heavenly Father, and that is why 
we ask a blessing at meals. 

I have heard in the Highlands blessings 
so long that the soup grew cold before the 
Amen was said, and all the time the prayer 
was not for the food, but for spiritual 
things. But I think the blessing that has 
most moved me is one I hear in the house of 
a colonel in the army. He just stands before 
the table and says “Thank God!” That is 
enough. All the blessing and praising and 
acknowledging are in that little phrase. 

Isn’t it a wonderful thing that Jesus has 
chosen the ordinary meal as the sacrament 
of greatest significance? He did not choose 
some elaborate temple worship and ritual, 
but just the supper table. I know we have 
almost elaborated this meal beyond all rec- 
ognition, but in the beginning it was just the 
common meal. The bread they ate was 
broken, and the wine they drank was taken, 
and by this act Jesus Christ made us feel 
that in common things there may be mani- 


Record of Christian Work. 
Fg oe a 


fested the most momentous sacrifice of God 
for man’s redemption. 


Gop BErFroREHAND. 


Now I want to draw your attention to a | 
curious thing in this prayer, “Give us this | 
I don’t think that is © 
quite the correct translation. Into these sim- _ 
ple words there comes a new Greek word, © 
It is not found in the ° 
Greek writers, or in the known Greek speech © 


day our daily bread.” 


ériotcvov (epiousion). 


of the day. The translation of it seems to 
be “the coming day.’ Not this day, but the 
coming day. Moffatt has translated it, “Give 
us this day our bread for tomorrow.” 


Do you think that is altogether against our 
idea of Christ’s commandment not to take | 


anxious thought for the things of the mor- 
row? Some have tried to explain it by sug- 
gesting that this prayer was made at eve- 
ning worship. But I see in the phrase our 
faith in God’s forethought. It is wrapped 
up in our idea of providence, that beautiful 
word. What do we mean by providence? 
It simply means seeing beforehand. And we 
speak of food as “provision,” that is, fore- 
sight, forethought, things that are prepared 
before the need arises. For when God’s 
guests would come to his table they do not 
sit down to an empty table and wait for the 
servants to bring the food, but in the old- 
fashioned way sit down with a table laden 
and groaning with all good things, for God 
has provided before we come. 

We listen again and again to stories of 
how God fed his people when they were 
needy and starving, and we find in these 
narratives something to strengthen our faith. 
I wish we could see something to strengthen 
our faith in the ordinary abundant and daily 
supply which God brings to us. But we will 
not learn until he startles us and makes us 
see how he meets us in dire need. 

Two of our native evangelists were wan- 
dering about in Central Africa. In the vil- 
lages they had been received churlishly, 
and they passed into the wilderness on their 
journey hungry and tired, with nothing to 
eat. One of them was called Daniel. As 
the day went on he grew so faint and weary 
that at last he thought he would die in the 
bush. Then he said to the other: 

“Come, let us pray together and see 
whether God can feed us in the wilderness !” 

They knelt down together, and Daniel 
said: 


God Beforehand ! 
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“As thou didst feed Elijah, feed us, for 
we are on thy mission!” 

When he rose he saw on a little sacred 
tree beside him a great bunch of maize hang- 
ing. Some worshiper had placed it there in 
past days. It had been an offering to his 
god, and God had given it to his servant. 

Again, two evangelists were crossing wide 
bushland where there were no villages and 
no food. As they grew faint with hunger 
they prayed God to feed them, though in 
that sterile land, blackened with fires, there 
was no fruit or food to eat. As they rose 
from the ground they heard a honey-bird 
sing. They whistled in answer and followed 
its fluttering till it led them to a hollow tree 
in which they found a mass of wild honey. 
And they ate, and their eyes were en- 
lightened. 

These simple stories tell a simple people 
how God cares for his children. But it 
would have been better had they learned to 
prepare and carry food for the wilderness, 
and in this provision also recognized God’s 
cooperation in care and forethought. Man’s 
daily need and daily forethought are God’s 
opportunity. Life would be unendurable if 
we had always to come to this helpless and 
hopeless pass before God would reveal him- 
self. 

No child could have confidence in the 
foresight and ability of his parent if there 
was never provision in the house, and the 
children were daily brought up against 
staring hunger before the parent produced 
the food. That is not God’s way with men. 
Otherwise we should fail to see the need to 
care for the due preparation for life’s neces- 
sities. God gives all the time, and so freely 
and so liberally that when we come to him 
we find he has already provided. 

The mission that records those miraculous 
deliverances from dire need is not the only 
faith mission. The mission that can tell of 
a full treasury, which meets beforehand 
every need of its missionaries, is also a faith 
mission, and a more honoring faith mission. 
For God has provided, given today tomor- 
row’s food. 

Moffatt translates 2 Corinthians 9.8 thus: 

“God is able to bless you with ample 
means so that you may always have quite 
enough for every emergency of your own, 
and ample besides for any kind aid to 

_ others.” 


God does not mean us to be sponging on 
the liberality of others, or living a hand-to- 
mouth existence. He means us to have the 
quietness of sufficiency, and to share in the 
joy of being liberal too. 

This prayer, then, becomes not only the 
prayer of the distressed, but also of the 
quiet and prosperous man, who, codperating 
with God, lifts anxiety for the future and 
provides against the unforeseen. It is the 
prayer of that most beneficent institution of 
our day, the insurance companies, which 
help men and women to look forward to old 
age with complacency and to lose the anx- 
ious care of sickness and accident. We do 
not deny God’s power to meet each need, 
nor do we take anxious thought for the mor- 
row, when we so provide for the future. We 
rather help to answer this prayer, and work 
with God in preparing for the unknown 
happenings. He will provide is our assur- 
ance,—he will foresee and make arrange- 
ments. That does not mean that we remain 
slothful and leave God to work alone, or 
that the husbandman leaves God to till his 
fields and reap his corn. If he will provide 
he means us to cooperate, and prepare—not 
to live from hand to mouth, but to provide 
that we have today tomorrow’s food. 

“Prevent us in all our doings by thy 
most gracious favor!” we pray. “Prevent” 
means going before, and all the time we 
pray we see God ahead and we follow. To- 
morrow’s need does not find God unpre- 
pared. He has gone before. When we ar- 
rive we find him waiting and his table 
spread, 

Robert Louis Stevenson tells of how he 
saw a company of gentle nuns who were go- 
ing to banish themselves to Father Damien’s 
island of the lepers. As the boat drew near 
the ugliness of their isolation came upon 
those refined ladies, and Stevenson saw the 
tears pouring down their faces. He won- 
dered what he could say to help them. Lift- 
ing his hat he said to them with the sym- 
pathy and understanding of a true man: 

“Ladies, God is here before you to bid 
you welcome!” 

I like to think that all through life God 
has foreseen and provided, that we never 
take him by surprise, that our daily food 
and meat have already been provided for, 
and where we go God was there before to 
bid us welcome! 


A Study of Aaron. 
Rev. Morgan Phelps Noyes, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Aaron... . shall not enter into the land 
which I have given unto the children of Is- 
rael, because ye rebelled against my word. 
Numbers 20. 24. 


The more carefully you read the story of 
the life of Aaron, the greater grows your 
surprise that so brilliant a man should have 
come to so tragic an end. 

To the superficial gaze Aaron seems to be 
more generously endowed than was Moses. 
As with so many gifted men, you have to 
look below the surface to discover the _se- 
cret of his weakness. 

He made a better appearance than Moses. 

He was an eloquent man who could speak 
fluently and persuasively. Moses was not 
quite sure what to say. 

Aaron had a bold spirit, and was not 
afraid to speak his mind in the presence of 
Pharaoh or the people. Moses was shy and 
retiring. 

Aaron was always doing something, al- 
ways active, always busy here and there. 
Moses liked to go off by himself to think 
and brood and meditate. 

Most observers would have picked Aaron 
out as the likelier man of the two. Aaron 
also had great gifts of leadership. People 
were ready to follow him. They asked his 
advice in their perplexities. He was able to 
impose his will on them. He was of the 
stuff of which great leaders are made. 

Furthermore, Aaron was a man of spir- 
itual nature. He was chosen to be the 
priest of the children of Israel. Moses was 
the prophet who declared God’s will to the 
people, but Aaron was chosen to minister at 
the altar, to mediate between God and man, 
to keep alive in the hearts of the people the 
sense of the divine, to take the common 
things of their earthly life and make them 
the symbols of the life of the spirit. Only a 
man gifted with a spiritual nature would 
have been chosen for that task. 

Yet this is the man whom we see on the 
summit of Mount Hor, stripped of his 
priestly raiment, removed from his high 
office, and told he may not enter into the 
Promised Land because he has rebelled 
against the will of God. A tragedy like that 
is worth studying. Where had he failed? 


ile 


The first thing which impresses you is 
that Aaron lacked tenacity of purpose. 

When Moses had set his face toward the , 
Promised Land at the command of God | 
nothing could swerve him from his goal. 
The people might grow weary of the expe- 
dition, they might rebel because of their 
food or their want of water, they might pine 
for the familiar scenes which they*had left 
in Egypt,—Moses kept his face forward. 
The journey through the wilderness might 
seem to every one else a wild, hopeless quest, 
doomed to defeat before it was begun,— 
Moses still saw in imagination the land to 
which the Lord had called him. But Aaron 
was of a different temper. When Moses 
went off to Sinai to commune with God 
Aaron lost heart. The ideals and the faith 
and the purpose which seemed so command-’ 
ing when Moses was with him seemed like 
a fool’s dream when he stood alone. What 
was the use? So with the people Aaron sat 
down to eat and to drink, and rose up to 
play. He forgot the great purpose to which 
he had committed himself. He lacked te- 
nacity of purpose. 

Many years before Howard Carter went 
to Egypt another archeologist was digging 
in the Valley of the Kings. He came to 
one bit of territory, decided that it was not 
worth working, and turned back. Carter 
came to that same valley for a decade of pa- 
tient, painstaking work, examining every 
foot of ground, until one epoch-making day 
he found himself in Tutankhamen’s tomb, 
the discoverer of the rarest treasures ever 
unearthed in the history of Egyptian ex- 
ploration. 

The world is full of people who have been 
on the threshold of great discoveries which 
they have never made because they lack te- 
nacity of purpose. Many people never find 
what the Christian life may mean to them 
because they never go far enough. They 
take Christ as their Master, but when they 
find it hard to measure up to his demands 
they turn back. They want to find out what 
prayer means, but when they discover that it 
takes time, and that all the energy of the 
spirit must be bent to the task, they turn 
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back. They really want to be of some serv- 
ice to the kingdom of God, but when they 
find that such service always involves the 
cross they turn back. Like Aaron they 
never find the way to their Promised Land 
because they lack tenacity of purpose. 


10 

Furthermore, Aaron was all too ready to 
substitute the worship of a visible god of 
gold for the service of the unseen God of 
righteousness. 

The invisible spirit with whom Moses 
communed seemed unreal in the face of 
such difficulties as confronted .Aaron with 
Moses absent. The demands which Moses’ 
God made in the way of personal character 
were far-reaching. Aaron and his friends 
remembered that back in Egypt there were 
powerful, selfish, pleasure-loving people who 
worshiped images that laid no moral obliga- 
tions on their devotees, and seemed to pros- 
per. Why try any longer to serve the God 
of Israel who set for them so hard a way? 
“Up, make us gods!” the people said to 
Aaron. He made them a golden calf, say- 
ing, “These be thy gods, O Israel!” A 
glittering god of gold took the place of the 
unseen God, who is the spirit of righteous- 
ness and truth! 

Aaron was not the only man who has suc- 
cumbed to the service of the gods of gold! 
When Paul wrote his letter .to the Christian 
‘church at Colosse he warned his fellow 
Christians against “covetousness, which is 
idolatry.” How our modern life needs de- 
liverance from that sort of idol-worship! 
Every man who puts his desire for personal 
gain before his ambition to make his busi- 
ness a public service bows down before 
his golden calf. Every man or woman who 
casts a vote thinking only of personal pros- 
perity rather than of public welfare serves 
the god of gold. Every one who cares more 
for personal convenience and for comfort 
than for the cause of Jesus Christ worships 
the work of his own hands. They belong in 
the company of Aaron and those like him 
who never find the richest and the fullest 
life because they base the adventure of liv- 
ing upon the worship of the god of gold 
rather than on the service of the God of 
love. 

IBUi 

Again, Aaron was unwilling to shoulder 

the responsibility for his own mistakes. 


He blamed it all on the people and on the 
impersonal fire which had created the calf. 
“Thou knowest the people, that they are set 
on mischief. For they said unto me, Make 
us gods which shall go before us! And I 
said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, 
let them break it off! So they gave it me: 
then I cast it into the fire, and there came 
out this calf.” That was shrewd evasion. 
“The people were set on mischief,”’—it’s 
hard to put your finger on the people! “TI 
cast the gold into the fire, and out came this 
calf,’—nobody made it, it just happened! 
Aaron was shrewd, but he was not honest. 

Most of us are adept at putting the blame 
for our mistakes on the shoulders of other 
people. We blame the undesirable features 
of our community life upon an impersonal 
public. We say, “Why don’t people use bet- 
ter judgment?” forgetting that people are 
individuals like ourselves. We put respon- 
sibility for our own shortcomings upon the 
shoulders of impersonal forces like luck or 
fate. We blame our failures upon our lack 
of opportunity, or our surroundings, or our 
inheritance,—on everything except ourselves. 
But we never can change the things which 
we do not like in our community until we 
recognize that we are “the people,” and that 
the guilt for our social shortcomings rests 
squarely on our shoulders. | We never shall 
have the church for which we hope until we 
remember that we are the church, and that 
the church is what we make it. Environ- 
ment and heredity play a great part in 
the moulding of character. In dealing with 
other people we do well to use a great deal 
of charity in recognizing the external fac- 
tors which play a part in their mistakes. 
But in dealing with ourselves we need to 
recognize that there are no external ob- 
stacles which cannot be overcome by a vic- 
torious faith. 

There is no more subtle self-deception than 
that of Aaron, who always puts the respon- 
sibility for his own wrongdoing outside him- 
self. 

Ve 


’ There was one more source of Aaron’s 
weakness: He listened to the crowd more 
than he listened to God. 

While Moses on the mountain heard the 
voice of God in the great commandments, 
Aaron in the valley heard only the discon-_ 
tented murmur of the weary people. Moses 
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heard God calling him onward and upward, 
but Aaron heard only the complaints of the 
crowd dragging him back to lower ground. 
Moses heard the eternal voice saying, “Be 
strong, and of a good courage!” Aaron 
heard only the people who were pining for 
Egypt. 

It is a good thing to listen to what people 
have to say. Every man needs to correct 
his own eccentricities and his own egotism 
by a decent regard for the opinions of others. 
No one can afford to live in an eddy where 
he is untouched by the great currents of 
thought and aspiration which sweep through 
his age. We often catch the echoes of the 
voice of God himself in the deep desires and 
longings which are stirring the hearts of 
men. Who can fail to believe that God him- 
self is speaking to us in the longing for 
world peace which is sweeping like fire from 
one nation to another today? Aaron was 
quite right in wanting to know what was in 
the mind of the people. 

But Aaron was quite wrong in allowing 
the popular din to drown out the voice of 
God. For after all the voice of the crowd 
seldom summons us to anything above the 
average virtue. The men who have been the 
great servants of the world have always had 
to leave the crowd behind and give them- 
selves to purposes which the crowd thought 
folly. They have been men whom the crowd 
hated because they left its ranks, but they 
have been men who heard the insistent voice 
of God, and obeyed. Aaron was not that 
kind of a man. 

What common weaknesses these are which 
robbed this man of power! He lacked te- 
nacity of purpose. He worshiped the gods 
that glitter rather than the unseen God of 
right. He put the responsibility for his own 


wrongdoing upon the shoulders of others. 
He listened for the voice of the crowd more 


intently than he listened for the voice of God. 
He had great powers, but they were under- ° 


mined by weakness. 


VY; 


Our minds instinctively turn from Aaron 
standing in his failure upon Mount Hor to 
that far greater figure who was to come to 
Aaron’s people. 

He too was to die upon a hilltop, but it 
was to give life to mankind. In him we see 


in their fulness these qualities which Aaron ; 


lacked. What steadfastness of purpose Je- 
sus had! “Having loved his own, he loved 
them even unto the end.” “My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and to fin- 
ish his work.” How sincerely he bowed be- 
fore the God of love, his Father! With all 
the kingdoms of the world before him he 
turned his back upon them all, saying, “Thou 


shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him © 


only shalt thou serve.’ He took upon his 


own conscience not his own sins, for he was | 


sinless, but the sins of all the world, feeling 


them as though they were his own and bear- | 


ing the agony of them at Calvary. When 
the world turned against him and the crowd 
shouted for his destruction, still the voice of 
God was louder than all, and his faith tri- 
umphed. “Into thy hands I commit my 
spirit !” ; 

How convincing he is as you and I look 
at him against the background of Aaron’s 
tragic failure! How desperately we need his 
power, his conscience, and his faith! As 
we stand on the threshold of the New Year 
may he come with new reality into your life 
and mine, and lead us into the life that is 
life indeed ! 


The Joy of Jesus. 
Rev. T. J. Gaehr, Ph. D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


These things have I spoken unto you that 
my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be made full. John 15. 11. 

In the quiet retreat of the upper room, 
and later on the way to the Garden, Jesus 
communed with his disciples regarding the 
most solemn and intimate truths that he had 
in his mind and upon his heart for them. It 
was the night in which he was betrayed, the 
" eve of his crucifixion. For this reason alone, 


if for no other, his words should possess a 


tender charm, a peculiar appeal, a perma- 
nent force and effectiveness. 

For ages Christian consciousness accus- 
tomed itself to think and to speak of our 
blessed Lord as “a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief.” With equal justice 
we may speak of him as of a man of joys. 
In these circumstances, in the midst of his 
passion, in the shadow of the cross, he 
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speaks of his joy. He had spoken of his 


peace, his love, his friendship, and now he 


reaches the climax of his farewell address. 
_ His word awakens surprise and a glad echo 


in our souls: 
“My joy,” that is, my possession. 
“Your joy,” that is, your participation. 
What was the joy of Jesus? And what 


were its sources? 


We may find these sources, first, in his 
consciousness of his Father’s love and in his 
unbroken communion with him and with the 
heavenly world. : 

His joy was not mere happiness, which 
consists only of that which happens. Neither 


was it worldly mirth and levity. It was far 
more substantial than that: spiritual, abid- 
| ing, divine. 


Jesus was joyous by nature. Joy was the 


| deepest note of his soul, a constantly under- 


His was a life of constant 
Did you ever notice how 


lying capacity. 
trust and peace. 


_ often the Gospel record tells us that “In that 
hour Jesus rejoiced in the spirit’ ? 
man that made him grave and sad. Pain 
/ came from his environment. 
| sorrows struck him from without. while the 
‘spring of joy is to be sought within, in the 


It was 


The flood of 


conditions and in the communion of his in- 
ner life. It lay so deep that no sorrow could 
ever dim or disturb it. 

Again, it is to be found in the accomplish- 


/ ment of his Father’s will and the approval 


which he repeatedly expressed upon his life 


/ and work. 


In prophetic language the psalmist said of 


| him: “I delight to do thy will, O my God! 


Yea, thy law is within my heart.” And at 
the end of his career he was able to say to 


| his Father in the course of his high priestly 


prayer, “I glorified thee on the earth, having 


accomplished the work which thou hast 


given me to do.” His was a conqueror’s 
tread. 

One thinks of the dying scholar’s piteous 
ery: “My book! My book! I shall never 
finish my book!” It is ever thus that mor- 
tals face death, with a sad consciousness of. 


the imperfection and incompleteness of their 


| life work. Jesus faced it without regret or 
| disappointment. 


A great artist paints his masterpiece and 
makes his subject live with his own person- 
ality, genius, and’ imagination. His greatest 
satisfaction lies in the gift which he has 


made to the world of a new standard of ex- 
cellence. It is his joy. 

A great singer lifts up his voice and raises 
his jubilant notes. Men pause in their easy, 
pleasure-loving life, in their pursuit of gain, 
in their restless, sinful careers. Long-for- 
gotten memories rise and blow like sea 
breezes through the hall of their imagina- 
tions. The song rises, and hearts long hard 
grow soft, and eyes long dry flow with puri- 
fying tears. The singer’s joy lies in his 
power to recall long lost ideals and aspira- 
tions, that he can create new longings for a 
better and purer life. 

To the world our Saviour’s life seemed to 
be closing in defeat and darkness, but he 
saw the final issue, and he knew that what 
seemed darkness was glory, and what seemed 
defeat was triumph. His constant activity 
in the way of doing good, relieving pain and 
suffering, and walking in the way of his Fa- 
ther’s appointment, his unyielding resistance 
to every temptation, his bearing of the sin of 
the world, not only caused him to rejoice, 
but it also was a compensation to his Father. 


Once again, the happy anticipation of the 
blessed results of his work, his own glorious 
prospect of the triumph of his kingdom, 
were elements of his joy. 

With him the idea of the ‘atonement was 
the dominant, the perpetually present issue; 
the idea of vicarious, sacrificial joy and 
boundless hope for the future. The Greeks 
who came up to the Feast with the desire, 
“We would see Jesus,’ he considered as the 
advance guard of a vast host who would be- 
lieve in him; whom surveying he exclaimed: 

“These things have I spoken unto you that 
in me ye may have peace. In the world ye 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world!” 

What? “Overcome the world’? Nay, 
verily, to all appearances at this hour the 
world was overcoming him! But he 
snatched victory from defeat, and by his 
resurrection he brought forth life and im- 
mortality by his blessed gospel. Lives re- 
deemed, missionary fields ripe for the 
harvest, hope for the conversion of multi- 
tudes, his victory over death, and his assur- 
ance that he was doing a great and abiding 
service for God and man, these were the fac- 
tors and elements in the joy that filled and 
thrilled his soul in the face of death. 


————————————E 


Page 154 


Record of Christian Work. 


Now, this joy of Jesus is communicable, it 
is diffusive. The Master intended to share 
it with his disciples, then and now. How 
little the average Christian knows of this by 
actual experience! 

It is said that in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
there is a fine structure which was erected 
out of money which had gone into post office 
and governmental hands, but which had 
néver been claimed by the rightful owners. 
There are in fact in the possession of every 
government large estates as well as vast 
‘sums of money which the rightful owners, 
being ignorant or for some other reason, do 
not claim. In the same manner there are 
vast treasures and unclaimed blessings in the 
gospel which Christians do not make their 
own. Many of the “things which accompany 
salvation,’—assurance, peace, removal of the 
fear of death, glad service and efficiency in 
the winning of men to God,—are ignored 
and unclaimed by many. Let us “go in and 
possess the land” allotted to us by our 
Father ! 

The same joy which filled and thrilled the 
soul of the Master is to be in us, and on the 
same conditions,—obedience, abiding, prayer 
(John 17.13), and in our case cleansing. He 
did not need it, for he was absolutely stain- 
less and flawless. Our intimacy with Christ 
is just in proportion to the surrender of our- 
selves to him. 


Another secret of spiritual joy is this: joy 
wells up within us in ever-deepening copi- 
ousness as we cooperate with our Lord in 
the service of his kingdom. “Rejoice with 
me, for I have found my sheep which was 
lost !” 

If the Son of man drank from these 
sources we must come to the same in order 
to be refreshed. Could we find such wells 
of joy and life anywhere else? Is there any 
other water that so revives and causes us to 
sing as these elements in the joy of our Mas- 
ter? How often do we go to the top of Mt. 
Pisgah to cast a wistful eye into the Prom- 
ised Land? Do we dwell upon the heights, 
and do our hearts beat more rapidly be- 
cause of the hope of the glory of God? Or 
are we seeking enjoyment in the excitement 
of the playhouse, in wild entertainments, in 
carnal pleasures, in great feasts and glut- 
tony? Ah, man, if you do not know nor 
desire anything better than these, if you at- 
tempt to feed your immortal soul upon such 
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chaff, you are seeking the living among the | 
dead! Those who sincerely seek and love 
the Lord have something better in his prom- - 
ises. 

Our joy, furthermore, is to be permanent, | 
“remain in you.” It is not to be intermit- 
tent, but steady ; independent of hostility and 
adversity, and to strengthen its possessor, 
Nehemiah 8. 10. | 

The result is to be the same with us as 
with him: increased fruitfulness, truer dis- 
cipleship. 

And it is to “be made full,” that is, com- 
plete, perfect. Christ’s own holy joy in all 
its power and fulness is forever to reside in | 
us. We are to be filled unto all the fulness . 
of God. 

What is your capacity? A big, broad- 
shouldered convert in a rescue mission said: | 

“T am the happiest man in the room to- 
night! I don’t believe I could be any hap- 
pier—unless I were larger.” 

So the Christian is to be filled full. All | 
the elements of bitterness, disturbance and 
the fear of death are to be excluded, over- | 
come, and forever removed. 

“Your joy,” what is it? The question is | 
a test of character. Do you delight your- 
self in the Lord? Is he your all and in all? 
Is the Christian life and service one of - 
drudgery to you, or is it a life of sweetest, 
deepest satisfaction, the antidote to the sor- 
rows and ills and disappointments of life? 
We certainly are in great need of just such 
reserves of joy as Jesus had in the upper 
room from which he went out to the Garden, 
to the cross of Calvary, and to the tomb. 
Let us remember that eventually it comes as_ 
the natural consequence and reward of faith- 
ful service: | 

“Well done, good and faithful servant! 
Over a few things thou hast been faithful: 
over many things will I now place thee. | 
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord!” 


Guatemala, Central America. 
Dear Brethren: | 

I have been receiving recently your pa- 
per, which is very helpful, especially with | 
the notes on the Sunday School lessons. 
I do not know to whom I am indebted. 
for the subscription, but I appreciate the | 
paper and would like to continue to re- 
ceive it, though not situated financially to 
be able to subscribe. | 

Yours in his service, 


(Signed) A. V. H. 


: 
| 
: 


Immortality. 
Rev. J. D. Jones, D. D., England. 


If there is one fact in the evangelic narra- 
tive which more than another can be re- 
garded as fundamental to the Christian faith 
it is the fact of our Lord’s resurrection: for 


it is only in the light of that mighty happen- 


: 
| 


; 


| 
! 


'story of the crucifixion. 


of his religion as well. 
_ Christ been raised from the dead!” 
that tremendous fact that created the Chris- 


ing that his person and work and death can 
be truly judged. 

In a recently published Life of Jesus the 
author brings his book to a close with the 
If thereby he 
means to imply that his life really finished 


| on the cross, all that can be said is that that 
/ is not the Jesus whom the apostles preached 


and in whom the early church believed. It 
is safe, indeed, to say further that if Jesus’ 
life had ended upon the cross there would 
have been no Christian faith at all, and 


therefore no Christian church to preach it. 


It is Dr. Maclaren who said that if Jesus 
had never issued out of Joseph’s rocky tomb 


that tomb would not simply have been the 


grave of Jesus, it would have been the grave 
“But now hath 
It was 


tian church, transfiguring a band of sad and 
timid and despairing people into a company 
of witnesses, brave, confident, aggressive, 
whom difficulties could not daunt nor perse- 


cutions terrify, so sure were they that by 


the resurrection God had made Jesus both 
Lord and Christ. 
Te 
“But now hath Christ been raised from 
the dead!” It was that same tremendous 


fact that gave the church its gospel. 


That was why it was required of an apos- 


tle that he should have seen Jesus alive after 


his passion, for that was to be his chief busi- 


| ness,—to be a witness of his resurrection. 


That was why the apostle Paul was so in- 


| sistent that he too had seen the risen Lord. 
| “Last of all, as to one born out of due time, 
he appeared to me also.” 


The resurrection was the foundation of 


| the apostolic gospel, and without it they 
) would have had no gospel at all. 
) apostolic gospel centered in the proclama- 
tion that Christ died for our sins according 
| to the Scriptures. 


For the 


Stop at the cross, as that 
recent writer does, and that gospel disap- 
pears and leaves no wrack behind. For if 
we stop at the cross what we have left is the 


story of a good man who suffered death for 
his loyalty to the truth (a story of defeat,) 
and a noble if impossible ethic in the Ser- 
mon, but we have no story of God dealing 
wondrously with sin and providing a way of 
redemption and release for a world of men 
who had gone astray. It is the resurrection 
that gives us that gospel. It is the resur- 
rection that converts the cross from a mar- 
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tyrdom into a redeeming sacrifice, that 
changes it from a defeat into a saving power. 

How fundamental the resurrection is to 
the apostolic gospel anyone may discover for 
himself who reads that splendid and moving 
15th chapter of 1 Corinthians. With re- 
morseless logic St. Paul unfolds the conse- 
quences of a denial of the resurrection: 
“Our preaching is vain,’ “Your faith also 
is vain,” “Ye are yet in your sins,” “Those 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have per- 
ished.” As the apostle proceeds from one 
bitter consequence to another the faith seems 
to crumble before our eyes. 

The fact of Christ’s resurrection is central 
in the apostolic faith. It was one of the 
things which they preached, first of all,— 
that Christ “hath been raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures.” There are 
those nowadays who like Harnack would 
differentiate between the Easter faith and 
the Easter fact. It is quite sure that the 
apostles would never have come by the 
Easter faith had it not been for the Easter 
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a 


fact, and it is open to question whether even 
in these days if the Easter fact be surren- 
dered the Easter faith can long survive. 


II. 


Wherever the apostles went they preached 
“Jesus and the resurrection,” that is, they 
preached Jesus as risen himself and as the 
pledge and proof of the resurrection of 
others. 

What happened to him was to happen to 
all. Jesus was “the firstfruits of them that 
slept.” The resurrection not only made the 
apostles sure that Jesus was the Son of God 
and so gave them their gospel, it also made 
them sure of the Father’s house and the life 
beyond the grave. 

Not that belief in immortality took its 
birth at the resurrection of Jesus. It was 
in the world before Jesus died and rose 
again. But it was in the world as a passion- 
ate desire, a yearning and a trembling hope, 
rather than as an assured and confident faith. 
There is not much assurance of immortality 
in the Old Testament. It was in the interval 
between the Testaments that belief in a life 
to come became an article of faiththough 
it is important to remember that even in our 
Lord’s day the belief was not unchallenged. 
Jesus in his teaching ranged himself on the 
side of the popular belief. He charged those 
who denied the possibility of resurrection 
with not knowing either the Scriptures or 
the power of God. He spoke of the “Fa- 
ther’s house” and “the prepared place” in 
the quiet accents of absolute certitude. He 
spoke of himself as “the resurrection and 
the life.’ It is not too much to say that the 
reality of the life to come is assumed in all 
Christ’s teaching. 

No doubt our Lord’s words strengthened 
the disciples’ faith, but what banished every 
shred of doubt and converted a timid belief 
into a triumphant assurance was the fact of 
the resurrection. By his resurrection Christ 
brought life and immortality to light. He 
scattered the darkness that had shrouded 
man’s end. He solved the dark enigma of 
the grave. He revealed death not as a cul- 
de-sac but as a passageway, “the entrance 
gate to life immortal.” Sure of that tremen- 
dous fact the apostles proclaimed Jesus and 
the resurrection. They proclaimed their 
faith with passion and conviction. Death 
was abolished for them. They exulted over 


it as over a prostrate foe. They almost 
made a mock of it,—“O death, where is thy 

sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” . 
And when it came to dying themselves,— ; 
and they had to die oftentimes under condi- . 
tions of cruelty and public shame,—they 
went down into the valley singing, with 
everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Dr. Glover, accounting for the triumph of | 
the Christian faith, says that the Christians 
“out-lived,” “out-thought,” and “out-died” 
the pagan people in the midst of whom they 
lived. Above everything else they “out- 
died” them. To that ancient world shad- 
owed by the fear of death there was some- | 
thing infinitely subduing and _ attractive 
about this faith which enabled men to greet 
the final challenge of death with a cheer, so 
sure were they of the triumph of life. 

Perhaps in the interests of the Christian 
church as well as in the interests of men’s 
souls, there is nothing we need more at the 
present time than the recovery of this funda- 
mental faith and its restoration to its proper 
place of authority and power. It still, of : 
course, retains its place in our creeds, and in 
a fashion Christian people continue to be-_ 
lieve in it. .But it has receded into the back- » 
ground. Modern preaching could scarcely 
be described as a preaching of Jesus and the 
resurrection. When we do speak of death | 
and the beyond we speak with the note of a 
gentle and wistful melancholy, not with the 
trumpet note of apostolic confidence and tri- 
umph. As a result, people betake themselves 
to spiritualism, with its wizards who peep 
and mutter, to. find that comfort and assur-_ 
ance in face of death which they ought to _ 
have found in the Christian gospel, and 
which only the Christian gospel can truly | 
give. | 

Burne-Jones went to the funeral of | 
Browning in Westminster Abbey, but came 
away profoundly dissatisfied with the serv- 
ice, it was so flat and dull and sad. 

“I would have given something for a ban- 
ner or two,” he wrote, “and much I would 
have given if a chorister had come out of 
the triforium and rent the air with a 
trumpet.” 

Burne-Jones was right. That is the Chris- 
tian way of meeting death—with banners 
and trumpet: for it is a fundamental Chris- 
tian faith that death has been abolished, that 
it has been swallowed up in victory. 


The scornful and heedless world will pay 
\heed again when it sees Christian people 
meeting the end with their banners all flying, 
and hear the high trumpet note sounding 
over all. Z 
| 1A 

As to the nature of that future life there 
are many things concerning which if Jesus 
were here we should be desirous to ask him. 
| They have been, perhaps purposely, left in 
shadow lest if we saw that blessed Canaan 
with unbeclouded eyes, by sheer longing for 
its blessedness we should be unfitted for our 
tasks here below. But enough has been re- 
_vealed to enable us to plant on our graves 
/not the dull and somber plant of resignation, 


This subject is vital and fundamental. If 
a Christian has wrong views about the blood 
he will have wrong views about most truths 
/in the Bible. 

1. The blood of Christ brings us within 
the covenant of grace. Matthew 26.28; He- 
brews 13. 20-21. 

' Testament—contract. Spoken of here as 
the new covenant or contract. This sug- 
gests that there must have been an old. The 
old failed, Romans 8.3. It failed on the hu- 
man side. 

In Hebrews 13.20, 21 it is spoken of as an 
everlasting covenant. This covenant cannot 
be broken. It has no time limit. 

2. The blood of Christ is the purchase 
price which God has paid for the church. 
Acts 20. 28. 

Purchase—to acquire for oneself. A true 
view of the price paid for the church will 
help you to a true sense of the importance of 
your ministry. Take heed of thyself! Take 
heed of the flock! The Holy Ghost has 
-made you an overseer, or bishop. 

3. The blood of Christ constitutes the true 
and only ground of peace. Colossians 1. 20. 

A threefold peace is offered to the be- 
liever: peace with God, Romans 5.1; peace 
of God, Philippians 4.7; peace from God, 
' Romans 1.7. 

4. The blood of Christ brings us nigh to 
| God. Ephesians 2. 13. 

Sin has put us at a distance. “Nigh” 
comes from a root that means to squeeze. 
The same word occurs in Philippians 4.5; 
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as R. L. S. would say, but the fragrant and 
beautiful shrub of flowering piety. For we 
know that life will be personal and con- 
scious. “I go to prepare a place for you,” 
Jesus said. It will be still a case of “I” and 
“you.” And we know that it will be life 
with him: “To depart and be with Christ is 
far better.” 

We can afford to leave it there. To be 
with Christ means life at its fullest and best. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who begat us again unto a 
living hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead unto an inheritance in- 
corruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not 
away !—“British Weekly.” 


The Blood of Christ. 
Pastor Mallis, India. 


Revelation 1.3; 22.10 (translated, “at 
hand’) ; also in Hebrews 8.13 (translated 
by the word “ready”). 

5. The blood of Christ secures our re- 
demption. Ephesians 1.7; Colossians 1.14; 
1 Peter 3.18. Redemption—ransom in full. 

6. The blood of Christ is the propitiation 
for the believer. Romans 3.25. 

The same word occurs in Hebrews 9.5, 
translated by the word “mercyseat.” A pro- 
pitiator is one that makes teparation. In 
this the righteousness of God is vindicated 


‘in forgiving the sinner. 


7. The blood of Christ thoroughly re- 
moves the guilt of the believer. 1 John 1.7. 

“Cleanseth from all sin.” Where the 
blood is mentioned in connection with sin it 
means cleansing from guilt. 

8. The blood of Christ justifies all who 
trust in Christ. Romans 5, 8, 9. 

Here you become acquainted with the 
price of your justification. 

9. The blood of Christ sanctifies the be- 
liever. Hebrews 13.12; 10.14. Note the 
threefold meaning of sanctification: 

The believer is holy before God the mo- 
ment he accepts the shed blood, Hebrews 10. 
10; 

In experience the believer is sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit through the Word from the 
habit and dominion of sin, John 17. 17-19; 

The believer will be completely sanctified 
at the coming of Christ, 1 Thessalonians 5. 
235 Ie John 352: 
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Rev. Edgar Young Mullins, D. D. 


Late President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 


We went fishing. We got a rowboat, and 
he had no hesitation at all as to where to 
go. I asked him where to go. 

He said: “I will show you.” 

We rowed off from shore about two or 
three hundred yards, and he stopped the 
boat. Then he got a line on a rock there, 
and another line on a headland, and then, 
shifting the boat along that line, by and by 
he got another alignment on a tree and a 
house there, and he said: 

“This is where we will catch the perch!” 

We dropped in our hooks. The perch be- 
gan to bite right away, and we caught plenty 
of them. 

He said: “Would you like to get some 
bass?” 

Iisardie Yes.” 

So we went a quarter of a mile up the 
creek, and he went through the same proc- 
ess. Then he said: 

“Here is where the bass come!” 

We dropped in our hooks, and we got 
bass. We had a basket with us, and we had 
it overflowing. We had fish for all the 
neighbors as well as our own family. 

That was in a lake where the whole com- 


munity said there were no fish to be caught, 


that summer! How was it that he knew ex- 
actly were to go to get the fish? The rea- 
son was that he knew where the fish lived. 

When we left he said: “Do you know, a 
lot of people have never learned one thing 
about fish? A big lake like this is like a 
big city. The rich live in one quarter and 
the poor live in another. They have haunts 
and habitations in the big lake, and you can- 
not catch fish until you learn where they 
live.” 

I have never forgotten that. The 
preacher is a fisher of men, Christ said, and 
unless he knows where the fish live he will 
be fishing all over the lake and he will not 
catch any. 

So I say that knowledge of men is essen- 
tial, and that is one way a man gets con- 
trol of situations. 

The apostle Paul once took charge of a 
ship. The reason was that he knew the 
problem that was before the ship and the 


passengers and captain better than the cap 


tain himself knew. He had resources the 
captain did not have. 


He trusted the divine 


power, and he had a forceful personality, | 
backed by intelligence and character, that 


enabled him to take hold and handle that 
ship. If it had not been for Paul there 
would have been a worse thing happen than 
did happen. In other words, it was his 


knowledge of men and his command of situ- 


ations that enabled him to do that. 


That in- | 


) 


volves intelligence, insight and sympathy, | 


and a man must have those things. 


In other words, you have to be independ- | 
ent of men, but you must have contact with 
them. A preacher has to be separate from | 


the world, but he has to have contact with 


the world. That seems contradictory, but. 


it is a fact. 


The preacher must be able to grip men, . 


and not be gripped by them. 


It is exactly 


the sort of problem in rescuing a drowning 


man, 
him grip you. 


You have to grip him, but not let: 


2 


If he ever gets his arm 


around your neck and you try to save him 
from drowning, the danger is that both o7: 


you will go down. But so long as you can 


grip him and hold him and not let him grip 


you there is a chance of your saving him. 

That is exactly what the preacher has te 
do. He must not be dragged down by the 
world and by the men he is trying to save. 
and yet he has got to have a grip on them te 
keep them from going down. 


CoURAGE AND CONSCIENCE. 

I also name a commonplace thing, and 
that is courage. 

It ought not to be necessary to empha- 
size this, but I am afraid it is sometimes 
necessary. A pteacher can afford to have 
courage, = 

There is one ally that a preacher can al- 
Ways count on, and that is the conscience of 
his hearers. 
conscience of his hearers and asserts with 
spiritual authority the things that God sends 
him to assert he will win that congregation. 

Spurgeon used to have a habit of pointing 
at men in the congregation. It was nothing 


Whenever a man counts on the | 


| 


| 
} 
| 
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in the world but an appeal to conscience. 
One day he pointed up to the gallery, the 
story is. He said: 

“You man up there with a whiskey bottle 
in your pocket, if you don’t quit drinking 
you are going to hell!” 

He did not know there was anybody up 
there in the gallery that had a whiskey bot- 
tle in his pocket, except on general princi- 
piles. The next day a man came into his 
study, all trembling and pale, and he said: 
“Mr. Spurgeon, I have got a grudge 

against you! What in the world did you 
mean by pointing me out in public up in 
that gallery?” 
' Spurgeon said: “My dear fellow, who are 
you, anyway?” 

The,man said: “Don’t you remember 

when you pointed up there? You pointed 
'at me. You said: ‘You man up there with 
a whiskey bottle in your pocket, if you 
don’t quit drinking you are going to hell!’ 
But you made one mistake. I was on the 
| other side of the gallery!” 
Spurgeon knew the workings of the hu- 
/man conscience, he knew that his ally was 
the human conscience, and that if he knew 
how to appeal to conscience he was going to 
influence the man. 

That was getting contact with the man 

without being gripped by him. The result 
was, that that man was led to Christ. 
A preacher needs courage in pointing out 
the sins of men. Of course a man must not 
be personal in the ministry. Few can afford 
to be that. But there are ways in which 
sometimes the minister, I am afraid, fails in 
courage. 

Take it today, when our mission boards 
are deeply in debt. Isn’t there a tremendous 
obligation on the minister to play up the 
New Testament teaching of stewardship and 
the obligation to give money to the kingdom 
of God? I know many of them do, many are 
faithful, but it is worth emphasizing that we 
have to boldly proclaim our obligations fi- 
nancially to the kingdom of God. 

J remember once preaching a sermon at a 
district association that we Baptists have. It 
was the Associational sermon. In my young 
_ days as a minister I thought it a good time 
to stress missions and the importance of giv- 
ing money. 

When I got through the deacon of a 
| church came to me and said: 


“Look here, my young brother, you 
preached us a good sermon today, but you 
spoiled it!” : 

“Is that so? How so?” 


He said: “You introduced the subject of 
money into a gospel sermon.” 

Well, that shocked me. I had not dreamt 
there was anything wrong about it, and I be- 
gan to reflect. Then I said: 

“Well, after all, does it spoil a sermon to 
talk about giving money?” I said, “If that 
spoils a sermon, then I have spoiled a lot of 
them, and the Bible is a spoiled book. You 
talk about spiritual things. Look at the Bi- 
ble a minute! The most spiritual experi- 
ence Jacob ever had in his life was when he 
saw the ladder and the angels and heard God 
speak, but he spoiled it the next morning be- 
cause he got up and said, ‘I am going to give 
God one-tenth of my income from now on.’ 

“Moses,” I added, “went to the mountain 
top, and his face shone like the sun when he 
came down. He had to put a veil on his 
face so that people could look on him, and 
yet he spoiled it immediately because he 
called upon them to bring forth their gold 
and silver to build a tabernacle.” 

Then I said: “Jesus spoiled the Sermon on 
the Mount because he talked about giving 
in that. And the apostle Paul in the 15th 
chapter of Ist Corinthians, where he lifts 
you up into the third heaven of spiritual 
glory and power, turns right around and in 
the 2nd verse of the 16th chapter he spoiled 
it because he said: ‘Upon the first day of the 
week let each one of you lay by him in store, 
as he may prosper, that no collections be 
made when I come!’ 

“The Bible is a spoiled book, because it 
talks about money and giving money and 
discharging the obligations of a steward.” 

Develop the spirit of benevolence by call- 
ing upon the people to give to the great 
causes! I have not the remotest shadow of 
a doubt that that is the best way to finance 
the kingdom of God. It is to develop the 
springs of benevolence in people, and get 
them to love to give money. 

When a man is afraid to do it, timid 
about it, and shy of it, he does not train a 
congregation to give. 

When I was pastor of a church in Balti- 
more they were all poor. There were 1500 
members. They did not give anything to 
missions when I went there, and in about 
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three years they began to’ give $1500 to $2- 
000 a year to missions. 

I had asked them for so many different 
missionary gifts that I was ashamed to ask 
for any more. But I had been praying for 
years for a mission station. I felt we had 
too many members. 

One day an old man came to me and said: 
“T have a chapel down here in Locust Point. 
It is a brick chapel, and we have a Sunday 
school of some 60 to 75 children. We want 
to turn it over to some church. It will cost 
so much.” (I think it was $1500.) He said: 
“Tf you buy the chapel you may have the 
Sunday school along with it.” 

It was an answer to my prayer, but I was 
ashamed to ask my church for any more 
money. However, I said to them one night: 

“Brethren, I am not going to ask you for 
a dollar, but I am just going to tell you a 
story! You remember the man who said he 
had eaten pork so long he was ashamed to 
look a hog in the face. I am a good deal like 
that. I have asked you for money so long 
that I am actually ashamed to ask you to 
give any more. I am not going to ask you to 
buy this chapel. I am not going to ask you 
to do anything about it at all.” 

Before I had sat down three men were on 
their feet, all making the motion that we 
buy that chapel. And they bought it. They 
never would have done it in the world if 
they had not been already trained up to the 
idea of giving money to the Lord’s cause. 
If they had been in the state they were in 
three years before when I came there that 
appeal would have fallen dead, but they had 
been trained in giving, and the church was 
proud of the opportunity to give. I could 
ask them for almost anything in that line, 
and they would respond to the appeal. 


A Pastor NEEps PATIENCE. 

Another needed element is patience. 

That is a humdrum virtue, too, but a 
mighty necessary one. If there was ever 
anybody that needed patience, it is a pastor. 

Most of you brethren here, being mature 
men, have found that out long ago. 

One of the graduates of the Seminary 
came to me with his problem after he had 
been a pastor about a year. He said: 

“Doctor, will you tell me what to do with 
my church? I am having an awful time. 
I am afraid I will have to move. When I 
went down there I found that everything 


was down at the heel, the finances, the Sun- 
day school, the whole church life was down. 

I told the people what we had to do, and I- 

made out a program for them, and I stressed ; 
half a dozen points. Now I have come te. 
an impasse. I cannot move the church an. 
inch. I'am defeated in everything I have un- 
dertaken to do. What shall I do?” | 

I said: “You have just been somewhat im-, 
patient. You are taking in too much terri-_ 
tory at one time. What you need is to do 
one thing at a time. Take one of the prob- 
lems first, and solve that, and when it is 
solved your people will be in a mood to 
solve some other problem! Then take an-> 
other one!” 

Henry Ward Beecher stressed that in his | 
Yale lectures on preaching. He said, that is | 
where many preachers make mistakes. They | 
try to solve all the problems at once. You 
cannot take the church along all lines of 
progress at the same time. Take one thing 
at a time, and the church will follow the: 
lead of a man who has the mark of a 
leader upon him. 

I remember when X was the pastor of a 
church in New York City. A reporter said 
he had not been there six weeks until the. 
church felt the pull. He was a man who 
was going somewhere and taking the churclt, 
somewhere with him. 

Those are some of the everyday virtues 
that enter into leadership. 


DEMANDS oF TopDAY. 

What are some of the demands of the 
present time in leadership? 

I would say, a man who has definite ob- 
jectives and clear convictions. | 
Definite objectives in the ministry! 1! 
sometimes think pastors fail because they de 
not know just where they are going. Their | 
objective is not well defined. They have not 
worked out the problem of the particular 
church, and do not know exactly what they 

are trying to accomplish. 

During the War I was told of a Negro 
who was going overseas. He was on ship- 
board. Another Negro asked him: 

“Where are you gwine?” 

He was one that had been drafted, and 
did not want to go anywhere. He said: 

“T ain't gwine. I’ve been took!” 

I have seen pastors who I thought were 
somewhat in that situation. They could 
say, “I ain’t gwine. I’m being took.” That 
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is to say, they were drifting with the tide. 
I take it that a man has to have definite ob- 
jectives*if he is to accomplish much in the 
‘ministry, and after that he must have clear 
views of beliefs and doctrines. 

— You must have an iron-clad, rock-ribbed 
granitic system of philosophy. Whatever is 
true, if you have any religious convictions 
they have got to be clear enough for you to 
be able to communicate them. 

You cannot impress your frame of mind 
on your congregation unless you have a 
frame of mind. 

_ Today, with the controversy between sci- 
ence and religion a great many men in the 
“ministry have suffered arrested development. 
‘They have no clear views. They are in a 
/state of negation. 

' Do you know that all the great periods of 
religious progress have been periods where 
there was strong conviction? I am not talk- 
/ing now about any particular system of doc- 
trine. You may hold whatever views of doc- 
|trine you want to, but you need to hold it so 
clearly and so strongly and so vigorously 
‘that you can impress it upon somebody. 
Talk about the open mind! I am for the 
'open mind. I have always had one, and I 
‘have tried to grow all my life. But you 
‘know, sometimes when you have open win- 
dows you need screens in them. You do not 


outside. 

I say, have an open mind, but have a 
iscreen in it! Let it be a discriminating 
jmind! You do not want to admit the bee- 
‘tles and the mosquitoes and the flies. You 
(want the fresh air and all the truth. 
| Prove all things! Hold fast to everything 
'that is good! That is the secret. Discrimi- 
nate! 
| I am both a conservative and a radical, 
)sometimes one and sometimes the other. A 
jradical is that man who roots up things, and 
fa conservative is a man who conserves 
jthings. I am a radical as to weeds, but a 
jconservative as to flowers. 

. If I were a housekeeper I would be a radi- 
cal as to mice, and I would be a conserva- 
itive as to cheese. It depends upon what you 
jare dealing with. 

A railroad was coming to my town, and 
\they raised the question about whether they 
prould vote a tax. All the wealthy people 


were opposed to it, and the poor people were 


want to have everything coming in from the | 


in favor of it, because the taxes were going 
to be paid by the wealthy people. 

Undoubtedly it is true that the conserva- 
tives and the radicals in society are, to a 
large extent, developed along the lines of 
comfort and discomfort. 

I think, also, that a minister must have a 
clear sense of responsibility in relation to the 
affairs of the kingdom of God. I wish there 
was time to point out the directions in which 
I think leaders today ought to have a sense 
of responsibility. 

I have spoken of the great cause of mis- 
sions. 

We in America ought to have a sense of 
responsibility in developing our people to a 
high ideal of citizenship. It is a great re- 
proach and a great shame in that only about 
half of our voters vote at the presidential 
elections nowadays. The preachers can help 
to correct that situation. 

I believe that America in her international 
relations should develop a better conscience 
than she has got. Patriotism must be con- 
ceived in a larger context. We think pa- 
triotism is a form of ethics, and it is. I am 
loyal to my country, but I would not say 
what one of the magazines has printed on its 
heading, “My country, right or wrong!’ My 
country always, of course, in the sense that 
I am for her, but not for her‘in her wrong. 
We can protest against the wrong if our 
country is in the wrong. We must conceive 
of our patriotism as a part of a larger eth- 
ics and not as something separated from our 
obligation to mankind. 

Every man is the last link in one chain 
and the first link in another. He was pro- 
duced by what came before him, he is the be- 
ginning of what comes afterwards. 

Every man is seed sown and a sower. God 
enables every man to be a sower. 

Every man is judged by three things: his 
conscience, history and God. His conscience 
is the bell inside of him that rings softly 
when he does wrong, and louder when he 
does wrong in a great way. Listen to the 
bell, preacher, because you need it as much 
as any member of your church does! 

The ministry ought to occupy the most 
strategic and important place in our modern 
civilization. 


Mind that which is pure in you to guide 
you to God!—George Fox. 
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Northern Nigeria, 
British West Africa. 

Dear Sit, 


The Record of Christian Work which 
you so kindly send to Langtang each 
month has been a source of great help to 
us and other members of the staff. We 
are grateful to the friends who make this 
possible. It is a great service. 

We are opening up another tribe to the 
gospel. Would it be too much to ask that 
a copy of the Record could be sent to us 
in this new sphere? It would be greatly 
appreciated, and a real help. 

Thanking you in anticipation and wish- 


ing you every blessing in your great 
work. : 
(Signed) H. J. Cooper. 
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Some Great Christian Teachings. 


March 3, 1929. 
The Christian Church. 


Lesson portion: Mark 4. 26-32; Ephesians 1. 
22, 23; 4. 4-6, 11-16. Study also Matthew 16. 13- 
20; Romans 12. 4-8; Ephesians 2. 13-22; 5. 22-27; 
1 Timothy 3. 15. 


Make sure first of all that your scholars 
know what you mean by “the church”! 
Nowadays “the church’ may mean the 
building, the congregation that meets there 
for organized worship, the public services, 
a denomination (as “the Presbyterian 
church”), or the whole body of believers in 
Jesus of Nazareth as their Saviour and 
Lord, that is, the church catholic or univer- 
sal, which had its birth at Pentecost. 

The Greek word ekklesia means any 
called-out group or assembly. 

Our Lord used this word only on two oc- 
casions,—Matthew 16.18 and 18.17. 

After his death and resurrection and the 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost the 
nature of the Christian church was revealed 
through the apostles, especially Paul. Also, 


as believers increased in numbers the term) 
was used of a group meeting in any particu 
lar place, as “the church in thy house,” 
Philemon 2. 

The Christian church is the oldest ian 
largest and most influential human institu-- 
tion. 

The supreme objects of the Sunday schoo! 
should be to lead its members (1) to a sav-! 
ing knowledge of Jesus Christ and (2) to! 
confession of him as Saviour and Lord by} 
baptism and joining the church. Never lose: 
sight of these objects! Is every member of! 
your class a Christian and a church member?! 


Our Lord speaking, Mark 4. 26-32. 


Our Lord is speaking of the kingdom off 
God,—the sphere of God’s rule, which is! 
larger than and inclusive of the church. 

His first parable of seed sown in earth| 
specifies its unknown law or method of! 
growth, its slow but orderly development, 
the sower’s necessary patience and final reali- 
zation of harvest. So the gospel.seed planted! 
in human hearts grows and develops to ma-' 
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turity we know not how, but patience is re- 
warded with due results. 
_ The parable of the mustard seed speaks 
of large growth from small beginning, due 
to innate vitality. This truly symbolizes the 
historic and worldwide growth of the Chris- 
tian church. 
Paul speaking. 
_, In his letter to the Ephesians Paul’s theme 
is largely the relation between Christ and 
the church. He employs many figures of 
‘speech to explain the mystical subject. 
They all express inherent unity, not mere 
/external conformity in faith and order. 
Ephesians 1.22, 23. In high exaltation of 
'Christ God appointed him universal and su- 
preme head of the church, which is his body. 
“Without Christ the universe would be in- 
‘complete, and Christ would be incomplete 
without the church’ (Weymouth). What 
our body is to our head as instrument of its 
lactivities, such is the church to Christ,—his 
heart, his voice, his hands, his feet. 
__ What a wonderful conception Paul had of 
ithe weak, struggling churches he founded,— 
each one was part of the body of the exalted 
‘Christ! 
Ephesians 4. 4-6. “One” and “all” are the 
‘keywords. The Christian church is one 
body, animated by one Spirit, called for one 
shope, having one faith in the one Lord, one 
baptism, one God and Father. Believers 
shave these in common, however much they 
may divide on other matters. They spell 
Christian unity. . 
Ephesians 4. 11-16. This passage must b 
expounded clause by clause. The organized 
church includes individuals with a variety 
of functions, a diversity of gifts. Their ob- 
ject is what? Their goal is what? Paul 
jwarns against remaining immature and 
jagainst false teachers who were already ac- 
tive. 


With the high conceptions of the church 
we see the necessity of church fellowship 
for the individual believer to express him- 
iself in zealous loyalty to Christ. The 
fyoungest child has a place and responsibil- 


How can we help our church to grow? 
How can we show what church and Sun- 
|day school mean to us? 


Golden Memory Text—So we who are 


March 10, 1929. 


Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 


Lesson portion: Matthew 28.19, 20; 1 Corin- 


in many different ways by the different de- 
nominations as to their content, meaning and 
‘ybservance. It is of little use to say, What 
saith the Scripture? for every view claims 
tthe support of Scripture. 


This writer takes the ground that a sac- 
rament or ordinance has no inherent ef- 
ficacy. A rite is only an outward and visible 
sign of inner spiritual reality. 

The two ordinances baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper are observed by all Christians 
with few exceptions. Both have the sanc- 
tion of our Lord’s own use and command. 
The teacher should instruct scholars in the 
What and the Why of each rite according to 
the tenets of his church. 


Baptism, Matthew 28. 19, 20. 


Our risen Lord is about to give his disci- 
ples his last great commission. What will 
it contain? Because all authority has been 
given him in heaven and on earth he directs 
his followers to go forth, making disciples in 
all nations and baptizing them into the name 
(nature, spirit) of the triune God. . 

Note the order here: discipleship, becom- 
ing a Christian first, then baptism! That is, 
baptism was to signalize the outward pro- 
fession of Christian discipleship. A sort of 
initiatory rite of church membership. 

Baptism was in use before the Christian 
era, and symbolized the washing away of 
defilement. Paul further interpreted bap- 
tism by immersion as symbolizing the death 
of the old life, burial, and rising to newness 
of life (Romans 6. 3-5). 

Is each member of your class a_ born- 
again believer? Has he been baptized? 
The Lord’s Supper, 1 Corinthians 11. 23-29. 

Paul had learnt that there was grave dis- 
order in the observance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per in the church at Corinth (20-23). Per- 
haps the mode of its observance had not yet 
been standardized. Originally it was a meal. 
Here indiyiduals brought their own supper, 
with wide differences between the rich and 
the poor and consequent irregularity. So he 
recalls the account he had given them of the 
revelation he had received from the Lord of 
the institution of the ordinance. 

In what did it consist? In the naming of 
the elements, the giving of thanks (hence 
the Eucharist, from the Greek word), the 
significance of the elements, and the com- 
mand to eat and drink in memory of Christ 
till he come. In this observance, then, be- 
lievers proclaim our Lord’s death—showing 
his estimate of Calvary,—until his own 
presence eliminates further need of remem- 
bering him as an absent one. 

Words of warning for those Corinthians 
follow. Whoever partakes carelessly—in a 
manner unworthy of the sacrament,—must 
answer for sin. Let each believer scrutinize 
himself and be sure where he stands spir- 
itually! Whoever partakes without under- 
standing its meaning incurs condemnation. 
These dangers attend the observance of 
every ordinance and ritual: irreverence, 
formality, lack of self-preparation and of 
proper understanding. 

Observing the Lord’s Supper is for most 
believers the high point of Christian experi- 
ence, the supreme act of devotion. One feels 
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in a unique way the Lord’s spiritual pres- 
ence. One has intimate communion with 
him and with fellow believers. One’s gaze 
is turned back to Calvary, then forward to 
his coming again. 

How slender and frail, says Dr. Snowden, 
seems the thread that binds together this 
ordinance composed of simple elements that 
perish in the using, yet how long it has 
lasted—and will last! 


Golden Memory Text—This do in remem- 
brance of me! 1 Corinthians II. 24. 


March 17, 1929. 


The Christian Sabbath. 
Lesson portion: Exodus 20. 8-11; Matthew 12. 


1-8; John 20.19; Revelation 1.10. Study also 
Genesis 2.2, 3; Matthew 28. 1-10; Acts 20.7; 
Romans 14. 4-6. 

Why “Christian Sabbath’? The Bible 


and common parlance know nothing of such 
a term. Christians were cut loose from Jew- 
ish ritual because the substance of which 
it was a shadow was realized in Christ 
(Colossians 2.16, 17). Why not avoid con- 
fusion of thought and language and speak di- 
rectly of Sunday or the Lord’s Day? 

It is an important topic to study. How 
often children hate Sunday and wish it was 
over! Too much Sunday observance has 
been prohibitive, what they must not do. 
Yet the day is a gracious gift from God. 

A weekly day of rest came out of Eden 
(Genesis 2.2, 3). Hence it is universal, not 
a Jewish appointment. It antedated the fall 
of man. It was blessed and hallowed of 
God,—whatever that may mean. 


The Jewish sabbath day, Exodus 20. 8-11. 

The day received special dignity by being 
imcorporated in the Ten Commandments. It 
was to be held sacred, a day of rest follow- 
ing six working days. 


Our aes and the Jewish sabbath, Matthew 
12. 1-8. 

Most of our Lord’s conflicts with the 
scribes and Pharisees centered about sab- 
bath observance. He was not a sabbath- 
breaker. He fulfilled the law in his own 
practice. But in his day the Pharisees had 
added so many accretions to the law that it 
had become a burden and an abuse. 

In this incident the Pharisees accused the 
disciples of sabbath-breaking because they 
said plucking ears of corn was a form of 
reaping and rubbing them in their hands a 
form of threshing. Our Lord disposed of 
their accusation by showing from. their 
scriptures that ceremonial law yielded to hu- 
man need in David’s case, and also that 
priests in the Tabernacle had to work on 
sabbath days. Hence the principle that the 
sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
sabbath. 


The first day of the week, the Lord’s Day, 
John 20.19; Revelation r. ro. 


Our Lord rose from the dead on the first 
day of the week (Matthew 28.1), and most 


of his recorded appearances were on that | 
day. The Holy Spirit came on the first day. | 


Perhaps all this gave special significance te 
the first day in the thought and practice of 
believers, for it soon became a day for as- 
sembling together to break bread, for in- 
struction, for making offerings, and for other 
religious purposes. 


When John wrote the 


Revelation it was evidently familiarly known — 


as the Lord’s Day. 

rest and religion were carried over to the 

first day. P 
Church fathers in the succeeding centuries 


The sabbath ideas of - 


came to associate Sunday with the work of | 


redemption as the 7th day had been asso- 
ciated with the work of creation. 


Keeping the Lord’s Day in modern life. 
The necessity of one day of rest for man 
and beast after six days of work seems to 
be. proved by experience, so rest on the 
Lord’s Day should be one feature of its ob- 
servance. 
rest after the creation. 


And it can still speak of God’s | 
What would every- | 


day life—at work or in school,—be without 


a weekly day of rest? 


Worship and communion with God are 
promoted by special seasons, hence a further 
value of Sunday. It is doubted if the church | 
could have survived without the contact 
with God and fellow believers made possible — 


by weekly assemblies. 


most likely guarantee of weekday righteous- ! 


ness. What opportunities of worship and 


Sunday piety is the : 


: 
2 


Bible study and Christian fellowship we 


should miss but for Sunday! 


To what extent can the 4th command- 


ment be enforced in our modern life, even 
among Christians? Think of the unavoid- 
able Sunday work in homes and hotels, in 
public utilities, in many industries and some 
professions ! 
work cannot be avoided, as in dairy farms. 


Even in the country Sunday | 


On the other hand, what about the move-_ 


ment for a 5-day working week? 
A commercialized Sunday, a _ pleasure- 


filled Sunday, does not give one the rest and | 
refreshing of soul and body that one needs. | 


Money-making and pleasure-seeking are the 
great enemies of the Lord’s Day. 


In the passage Romans 14. 4-6 Paul states | 


clearly the principle of individual Christian 
liberty and responsibility. Every believer 
stands or falls to our Lord in his personal 
attitude to Sunday. Let him be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind and conscience of 
the correctness of his understanding and 
practice ! 

History seems to show that the nation and 
the individual that hold the sabbath a de- 
light and honor it as the Lord’s Day enjoy 
the promised favor of God, Isaiah 58.13, 14, 
while the nation or individual that habitually 
desecrates the sabbath deteriorates morally 
and materially. 


Golden Memory Text—For the Son of 


man is lord of the sabbath. Matthew re. 8. | 


| 


_ tion of Jewish national hopes. 


| life in the power of the Holy Spirit! 
let us not stay in our Jerusalems! 
reach out to our Samarias, and to the utter- 


| churches have done. ; 
as he writes, and as he thinks how the 


Our Lord and The Future Life. 


Page 165 


ee eee eee 


March 24, 1929. 


Stewardship and Missions. 


Lesson portion: Acts 1. 6-8; 2 Corinthians 8. 
1-9. Study also Genesis 12. 1-3; Deuteronomy 8. 
17, 18; Jonah 3.1-10; Malachi 3. 7-12; Matthew 
28. 18-20; Acts 13. 1-3; 26. 12-20; Romans 1. 14- 
16; 1 Corinthians 16.2; 2 Corinthians 9. 1-15. 


Why did the committee crowd us with two 
such large topics today? Their idea may 
have been that stewardship—the steward- 
ship of self, substance, time, service, inter- 
cession,—the yielding to God and using for 
God of all one is and has and can do,—is 
necessary to missionary operations. 

There is increasing need for missions, but 
the need is greater for a more faithful and 
understanding home constituency. 

The church's world program, Acts 1. 6-8. 

The disciples were intent on the realiza- 
The resur- 
rection of Jesus Messiah made them sure he 


| would remain on earth and restore the 
- Davidic kingdom with himself as king. 
| Would it be “at this time”? 


Our Lord did 
not deny the fact, but he left the time in- 


_ definite, and switched them on to a new pro- 


gram with present duties. 
This was to be a worldwide personal wit- 


ness regarding him, in the power of the Holy 


Spirit. “Through the Holy Spirit the saint 
is geared on to omnipotence’ (Moore). 
They should begin in Jerusalem, extend their 
testimony to Samaria, and to the uttermost 
parts of the known earth. “The Christian 
skyline reaches out to the edge of the 
world.” And that generation did it! 
This is the church’s program still. We 
have a gospel with a world vision and a 
world reach to meet a world need. The cen- 
tral truth in the best known verse in the 


| Bible—John 3.16—is God’s love for the 


WORLD. 

Today more than ever before a united and 
serious effort is being made to spread the 
knowledge of God and his love in Christ to 
the ends of the world. World conferences 


-and international organizations, looking to 


more efficient and wide-reaching effort, are 
the order of the day. 

Every believer has his Jerusalem. Let us 
begin here to witness of Christ, crucified, 
risen, coming again; witness by word and 
But 
Let us 


most parts of the earth, in person or by our 


) gifts and prayers! 
How the churches of Macedonia gave, 2 Co- 


rinthians 8. I-5. 
Paul had written the church in Corinth 
about a collection for the poor saints in Jeru- 
salem (1 Corinthians 16. 1-3). Here he re- 


} turns to the matter. 


His method is such as we use today,—to 
stir up a church by telling what other 
Paul is in Macedonia 


churches in Philippi and Thessalonica have 
responded to his appeal he proposes to tell 
Corinth about them. 

They had severe trial and extreme poverty, 
yet they gave with abounding gladness and 
rich generosity. They gave up to their abil- 
ity, and even beyond it. They did not need 
to be nagged, but earnestly begged of their 
own accord to be allowed to share in the col- 
lection. The secret was that they gave them- 
selves first. 

The poor are always, in proportion, the 
most sympathetic and generous givers. They 
give till it hurts, to the point of self-denial. 

If one has given one’s self to God, giving 
of one’s time and means for his cause is easy 


* and joyous. 


Appeal to Corinth, 2 Corinthians 8. 6-9. 


Titus had just come from Corinth, where 
he had started the collection. So Paul makes 
him (as it were) his agent for speeding up 
the drive for funds on his return. He knew 
they were better off than the Macedonians, 
but he makes no demand on them,—no quota 
or anything of that sort,—but he urges them 
to round out their Christian character by 
abounding in the grace of giving along with 
the other graces they possess. For it is a 
grace that needs to be cultivated like the 
other graces. This would prove the sincer- 
ity of their love. Consecration, says Dr. 
Holden, has a cash value. Stinginess in 
money matters throws a suspicion on one’s 
Christian character. A Christian who is 
close and mean does not regard giving as 
a privilege, but as a privation to be evaded. 

But in addition to the zeal-of others Paul 
holds Lord Jesus before these Corinthians as 
a higher example in the grace of giving. He 
is our ideal in this as in all else. 

If that did not move their hearts, nothing 
would! 

Golden Memory Text—It is required in 
stewards that a man be found faithful. 1 
Corinthians 4. 2. 


March 31, 1929. 


The Future Life. 

Lesson portion: John 14.1-6; Luke 24, 1-12. 
Study also Matthew 25. 31-46; Mark 12.26, 27; 
1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 4. 13-18; Reve- 
lation 22. 1-5. 


Is there a future life? 

Is there a heaven? 

What will it be like? 

What shall we be like? 

Questions like these throng for utterance 
as one meditates upon the hereafter, and a 
course of study on great Christian teachings 
must face them. 

Nowadays there are those who think they 
receive communications from the spirit 
world. The Bible everywhere attests the 
reality of an unseen world and its spirit in- 
habitants, holy and evil, but it is reticent as 
to details. As a matter of fact, how could 
the details of the unseen world be expressed 
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in human language? Only by figures of 
speech, at best poor expressions and liable 
to misinterpretation and misuse, as evidenced 
by the serious differences of opinion among 
even devout students. One needs to make 
a survey of all the Bible reveals on this topic 
to keep the right balance. 


What Lord Jesus said in John 14. 1-6. 

This passage contains REVELATION, that is, 
truths not ascertainable by scientific search. 
Any effort to restate them in other words is 
apt to confuse or dilute the truth, except as 
light is thrown on them from other Scrip- 
tures. 

In 13. 36 Peter had asked: “Lord, whither 
goest thou?” 

Belief in God and in Christ is our only 
sure basis of information. Reason, science, 
philosophy reach their limit at death. Be- 
yond that they speculate. Our Lord had 
come from heaven, and ought to know. 

The reality of heaven is assumed. The 
future is not a blank or a void. Figures 
used are—‘Father’s house,” “mansions” 
(abiding or resting places), “a place.” 
“Where I am” is heaven! 

Our Lord went away with a real, resurrec- 
tion body, as if on a journey to a place as 
real as the earth. He will return and take 
us there, implying our continued and con- 
scious existence after death. 


Answering Thomas’ doubt our Lord makes 
one of the grandest statements in the Bible. 
Have your class memorize it! The words 
truth and life explain how he is the way to 
the Father. 


Lord Jesus actually rose from the dead! 
Luke 24. I-12. 

A chief point to notice here is the disbe- 
lief of the disciples. The women went 
ahead with preparations for anointing the 
corpse as soon as sabbath was ended, and 
were bewildered when they found the tomb 
open and empty. The men thought the 
story the women told was nonsense, and 
would not believe them. 

How was their disbelief dissipated? In 
the case of the women two angels announced 
that Jesus had risen. The men went to the 
tomb and examined the evidence for them- 
selves. 

Our Lord’s resurrection is important in 
that it gives historic fact as foundation for 
the doctrine of our resurrection,—our actual 
bodily resurrection. Since he rose we may 
take the future life for granted. His prom- 
ises in John 14 take on new meaning and as- 
surance. 


Golden Memory Text—Be thou faithful 
unto death and I will give thee the crown of 
life! 


Revelation 2. 10. 


Recruiting for Christ. 
Matthew 9. 35-38. March 3, 1929. 


A Welsh evangelist thus writes: 

When I was pitching my first tent in Car- 
diff a burly fellow under the influence of liq- 
uor, came up to me and said: 

“Say, guv nor, are you putting up a boxing 
booth?” 

“Yes,” I replied. 

“When is your first bout?” 

“Tomorrow morning at 11 o’clock.” 

“Who are going to have the first rounds?” 

“T am one of the boxers.” 

“Who is the other ?” 

“Beelzebub.” 

“Terrible name, but I’ll back ye, guv’nor!” 

“Come here tomorrow morning and see 
what we can do!” 

The man came and was the first convert. 

“T am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some,” said that 
great recruiting officer Paul. 


* | aK 3K 1K * 


A Christian mother in India traveled nine 
hours with her five children to a little chapel 
where a traveling missionary was holding 
services, 


Mrs. Ida Q. Moulton. 


“How did you ever get up here with all 
those children?” asked the missionary who 
knew that part of the way was up so steep a 
hill that the climber had to draw himself 
along by gripping tufts of grass. 

_ She replied: “Oh, that was easy, pastor! I 
just went up the hill with one child at a time, 
going back for each one till all were up.” 

The most useful, staunch and stable re- 
cruits for Christ have been gained through 


this one-by-one method. 
* * * * * 


The superintendent of a church school per- | 


sistently refused to promote a certain teacher 
with her class, though each year her pupils 
became so attached to her that they insisted 
he do so. Each year as he refused he gave 
this reason: 

“No pupil ever spent a year with her with- 
out making or remaking an open confession of 
Christ and joining the church. I want as 
many pupils as possible to come under her 
influence.” 

I consider contact between personalities one 
of the most effective means of soul-winning. 
Perhaps you, my dear friend, are a teacher 
in a Sunday school. Are you averaging one 
hundred per cent efficiency as a recruiting 
officer for Christ? 


| 


How Become a Christian? 
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Inside the tunic of a French soldier who 
was killed in the late war there was found a 
New Testament, upon the fly-leaf of which 
there had been written these words: 
“Given tomeon... . First despised, then 
read, and finally blessed to the saving of my 
soul.” 

“For the word of God is quick and power- 
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sword 
. +. . and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4.12). There- 
fore let your first recruiting agency be that 


Word! 


How to Become a Christian. 
Acts 2. 37-41; Acts 16. 30-31. March 10, 1929. 


- young man describing his conversion 
said: 

“Jesus Christ said to me, Right about face! 
I heard and obeyed him in my heart.” 

The important thing is not what one thinks 
or feels, but what one determines to do in his 
heart. 

* * * * * 


A young Comanche Indian said: 
“Today I let Jesus unlock the door of my 
heart, and he let the spirit of the Great Fa- 
‘ther in. Now my heart is like a new silver 
dollar just made, all bright and clean. Now 
I want to be more like Jesus in my heart.” 

As long as the heart beats the task of being 
a Christian is never finished. The heart that 
Jesus fills is new every morning and fresh 
every evening with wonderful evidences of 
God’s redeeming love. 

* * * * * 


A lady-in-waiting timidly approached her 
princess and said: 

“Would your royal highness excuse me if 
I asked when you first felt you were saved?” 

“Well,” replied the princess, “a poor Scotch 
Christian talked to me about the gospel, and 
since then I’ve been able to say J am saved.” 

It is not necessary to understand the Gos- 
pels, or hold fine theories about the letter of 
them. All that is necessary is to accept 
Christ, to surrender to him, trust him, and 
tiy to live his life. The miracle of it all is 
that the simplest story of the gospel, told even 
by the simple-minded, carries saving grace. 

* * * * * 


Two lads aged 10 and 12 were playing 
when suddenly the larger boy transgressed 
‘the rights of the other, who immediately 
withdrew and sat down at the other side of 
‘the lawn. After a while the larger boy, tiring 
of solitary playing, called out: 

“Say, Georgie, come on back! I’m sorry.” 

But Georgie warily asked: “What kind of 
sorry? The kind so you won't do it again?” 

Merely being sorry for sin is not enough. 
Many prisoners are sorry, but that doesn’t 
prove they wouldn’t do it again. 

“T believe,” says a noted divine, “that the 
repentance of many is not so much sorrow 
for sin as sin, or real hatred of it, as it is a 


sullen sorrow that they are not allowed to 
sin.” 
True repentance is cessation from sin. 


How the Church Helps Us to Live the 
Christian Life. 


Hebrews 10. 19-25. March 17, 1929. 


_ A kindly doctor said to a woman recover- 
ing from an illness: 

“Now you'll not be very strong for a while, 
so take all the rest you can!” 

Knowing her devotion to her church he 
added: 

“Stay in bed on cold Sundays, as you are 
obliged to work all the week!” 

“Oh, but, doctor, I wouldn’t get to church 
if I did that!” 

“Never mind!” he replied. “The church 
can get on a while quite well without you and 
what you can do for it.” 

“That may be so,” she replied, “but I can- 
not get on quite well without the church and 
what it can do for me!” 

* * * * * 


A capable man of the world wrote to his 
governor: 

“Tt has been -proved in the settlement of 
our immigrants on government land that so- 
cial retrogression follows upon local inability 
to go to church. Many of our newcomers are 
members of churches. Now if the settler’s 
grant be so remote that church be an impos- 
sibility he gradually ceases to miss it, aban- 
dons the weekly burnishing and outside deco- 
rum, and the rest follows. I would therefore 
recommend a church of which the people may 
become members at once.” 

* * * * * 


Church helps through its 
C—hallenges, 
H—uman fellowships, 
U—rge for a higher life, 
R—eminders of our duties, 
C—alls to service, 
H—eroic appeals, 


H—oly ministry of comfort, ’ 
E—arnest desire to better humanity, 
L—eavening propensities, 


P—reaching, 
S—ympathy. 
* * * * * 


The writer’s son, Joseph Moulton of Ra- 
huri, India, said on his recent furlough: 

“As I go about among the churches I am 
more and more impressed with the amount of 
energy expended in just making the wheels 
go round. The church calendars fairly buzz 
with these wheels a-turning on a Sunday 
morning.” 

People are not drawn to the church to see 
new and practical methods tried out, but for 
a quiet hour with their Lord in fellowship 
with those whose ideals and aims are like 
theirs. This intimate, helpful contact in 
Christian fellowship cannot be overstressed. 
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Making Jesus King. 
Matthew 21. 1-17. March 24, 1929. 


At the coronation of Edward VI, when the 
three swords of the three kingdoms were laid 
at his feet he called for the Bible. : 

“That,” he said, “is the sword of the Spirit, 
and ought in all right to govern us who use 
these (pointing to the three swords,) for peo- 
ple’s safety by God’s appointment. Without 
that sword we are nothing, we can do noth- 
ing. From this Book we obtain all power, all 
virtue, grace and salvation, and whatsoever 
we have of divine strength.” 

To accept and live by the principles of our 
divine king is making Jesus king of our lives. 

* * * * * 


When the treaty of commerce between 
England and Madagascar was being signed 
the queen of England wrote upon its margin: 

“Queen Victoria asks as a personal favor 
to herself that the queen of Madagascar will 
allow no persecutions of Christians.” 

A month later the signed treaty was re- 
turned with the insertion: 

“In accordance with the wish of Queen 
Victoria the queen of Madagascar engages 
that there shall be no persecutions of Chris- 
tians in Madagascar.” 

Individual allegiance is what our king asks 
of his subjects. 

* * * * * 


A king of Carthage was dethroned. He 
with his family were outrageously treated 
and driven into banishment. Years passed. 
He made many friends, gathered an army, 
and marched on Carthage. As he reached the 
gates he met the best men of the city, bare- 
footed, bareheaded, and with ropes around 
their necks. They said: 

“We abused you and we abused your 
family. We cry for mercy!” 

The king looked upon them and said: 

“T came here to bless, I did not come to de- 
stroy. It is true you drove me out, but this 
day I pronounce pardon for all the people. 
Open the gate and let the army in!” 

And the people shouted: “Long live the 
king!” 

Christ our king though treated shamefully 
came to bless. To crown him king is to open 
our heart’s gate and let him in. 

* * * * * 


When the Prince Imperial of France fell in 
the Zulu War Queen Victoria had a monu- 
ment erected to his memory, and the epitaph 
stated : 

“He died with his face to the foe.” 

Crowning Jesus king of our lives is no 
child’s play. Never for a moment will our 
great adversary lose sight of that fact. We 
will want sometimes to turn back and follow 
the crowd. We will not always want him to 
rule in life’s affairs. We will sometimes 
shrink and falter at his cleansing processes. 
Sometimes his service will seem irksome and 
disagreeable. We will not always obey, or 
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even want to. We will sometimes be mean 


and close with our worldly possessions, — 


These are some of the ways the adversary 
will make himself felt. t 
means full face, not a mere profile view. 


The Words of Jesus about Life Unending. 
John 14. 1-3. March 31, 1929. 


“Race to the foe’ — 


v4 


We read that Sir James Simpson, the fa- | 


mous physician and discoverer of anesthetic, 


4 


erected an obelisk pointing like a spire toward — 


heaven upon the grave of his eldest child. 
“Nevertheless I live’ were the words carved 
upon the obelisk. A butterfly was placed 
above the words to suggest his unfaltering 
faith that in Jesus Christ death was only 


transition, a development from the limitations . 
of the chrysalis to the freedom of a life with | 


wings. 


Christ said to his disciples (John 14.19), | 
“Because I live ye shall live also,’—a most | 
blessed assurance that death does not end all! 


* * * * * 


“T go to prepare a place for you.” 
A young American soldier in the late war 


had not been heard from for months. Finally 


his younger brother went to consult a me- 
dium, who told him his brother “went West” 


on such a day in such and such a battle. The ° 
brother hurried home and told his father it. 


was no use hoping any longer, for he’d had a 
communication from him. 

“Have you?” said the father. “So have I 
in a letter from Hospital saying he is 
alive and doing well.” 


Let us thank God our belief in immortality 


is not based upon mediumistic seances or 
ouija boards, conjectures or opinions, but 
upon the words of a living Saviour who is 


preparing a place for you, fellow believer, as 


you read these lines! 
* * * * * 


On an island north of Scotland there is a 


slate quarry. The workmen descend to it by | 
One evening a sudden 


means of a ladder. 
and violent storm drove the quarrymen from 
their work. 


by mighty waves. All on board gave them- 
selves up for instant death as she struck the 
cliff. But their wailing sorrow was soon 
turned to exuberant joy as they discovered 
the ladder, upon which they all mounted to 
safety. 

The words of Christ about unending life 
are like rungs of a ladder leading out of all 
doubt and fear of death into the certainties of 


heaven. If you assume Christ at all you must 


assume his words about the unending life. 
* * * * * 


“I am standing upon the sea shore and see 
a ship spread out her white sails and start for 
the blue ocean. I watch her till she is a speck 
of white cloud where sea and sky meet. I 


In their haste they forgot the | 
ladder, which was fastened against the cliff. _ 
A ship was driven ashore close to the cliff | 
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say, ‘There she goes!’ Gone where? Gone 
from my sight, that is all. She is just as 
| large in mast, hull and spar as when she left 
my side, and just as able to bear her cargo 
to her destined harbor. Her diminished size 
is in me, and not in herself. After I say, 
‘There! She’s gone!’ other eyes are watch- 
ing for her coming and other voices shout, 


Fripay, Ist. Speak, Lord, for thy serv- 
vant heareth! rt Samuel 3.9. 
Speak, Lord, in the stillness, 
While I wait on thee! 
Hushed my heart to listen 
In expectancy. 


SaturDAy, 2nd. Thy word was unto me 
' the joy and rejoicing of mine heart. Jere- 
'miah 15. 16. 

__ Oh, how great and glorious a thing it is to 
have before one the Word of God! With 
that we may at all times feel joyous and se- 
cure. We need never be in want of consola- 
tion, for, we see before us, in all its bright- 
ness, the pure and right way. He who loses 
sight of the Word of God falls into despair. 
—Luther. 


Sunpay, 3rd. Whereby are given unto us 

exceeding great and precious promises. 2 
Peter 1.4. 
If you would know experimentally. the 
-preciousness of the promises, and enjoy 
them in your own heart, meditate much 
‘upon them! Thinking over the hallowed 
words will often be the prelude to their ful- 
filment—C. H. Spurgeon. 


| Mownpay, 4th. In his law doth he medi- 
tate day and night. Psalm 1. 2. 

Meditate, if it only be for a short time, 
}upon only a small portion of the Word! Al- 
ways meditate with reference to our own 
hearts, and read practically, as the Word of 
God, so that our fallen reason bows before 
it! It is God who speaks, and that should 
/be enough for us whether we can understand 
lit with our fallen reason or not.—George 
Miiller. 


PRWESDAY. 5th «wh 
) brother. Romans 16. 23. 

Quartus, the brother in Christ, in sending 
his little message of greeting and love was 
thus sending a little thread of fine gold, 
spun in heaven, across from Corinth to 
Rome to aid in sewing together the gaping 
‘wound of racial hate and antipathy.—E. Y. 
Mullins. 


. and Quarius a 


‘There she comes!’—and that is dying.”— 
Anon. 

A few who have watched me sail away 

Will miss my craft from the busy day, ... 

But I shall have peacefully furled my sail 

In moorings sheltered from storm and gale, 

And greeted the friends that have sailed before 
O’er the unknown sea to the unknown shore. 


Learn a Text a Day. 
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WEDNESDAY, 6th. They said unto him, 
Lord, come and see! John 11. 34. 


So we may invite him today to the scene 
of our sorrow, our need, our sin. “Lord, 
come and see! We want thee to know all. 
We want thee to probe this sin to its root, 
this sorrow to its bitter depth.”” And he who 
came then—not too late,—will come to us 
with the same sympathy and with the right 
deliverance for our need.—Constance Coote. 


Tuurspay, 7th. J have heard of thee 
with the hearing of the ear, but now mine 
eye seeth thee: wherefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes! Job 42.5, 6. 


The victory of faith was won through the 
revelation which God gave of himself to his 
servant. Job fell on his face, overwhelmed 
with shame that even for a moment in his 
sorest agony he should have doubted his 
God.—G. H. C. Macgregor. 


Fripay, 8th. . . nor foolish talking, 
nor jesting. Ephesians 5. 4. 

A jazz age is heedless of how seriously it 
is infringing upon the commandment in its 
flippant use of God’s gift of speech—Nor- 
man B. Harrison. 


SAtuRDAY, 9th. Jt is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God! He- 
brews IO. 31. 

Whilst we say, “It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God,” we 
can also say with equal emphasis of voice 
and with tenderer significance of tone, “God 
is love.”—Joseph Parker. 


Sunpay, 10th. Thou openest thine hand 
and satisfiest the desire of every living 
thing! Psalm 145. 16. 

Satisfiest,—it is God’s own word! It is 
not in the world’s vocabulary, much less in 
the devil’s. Love is never satisfied until 
there is perfect satisfaction. So then, my 
brother, here is the salvation of our wishes ! 
Nurse your aspirations! Encourage your 
desires! They cannot be too great, since 
God waits to satisfy them—Mark Guy 
Pearse. 
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Monpay, 11th. Hate the evil, and love 
the good, and establish judgment in the gate! 
Amos §. 15. 

Heathenism holds a universal sense of sin. 
It is apostate civilization that is producing 
atheists and obliterating the sense of sin. 
The world needs a Spirit-given vision of 
God’s mind and word about sin—Howard 
A. Banks. 


Tuespay, 12th. Be ye followers of me, 
even as I also am of Christ! 1 Corinthians 
TINT. 

If this whole world followed you, 

Followed to the letter, 
Would it be a nobler world, 
All deceit and falsehood hurled 
From it altogether : 
Malice, selfishness, and lust 
Banished from beneath the crust 
Covering human hearts from view,— 
Tell me, if it followed you 
Would the world be better? 


Wepnespay, 13th. Men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint. Luke 18. 1. 


Always,—it was the Master’s word! It is 
the only word which fits one dowered with 
a nature like mine, dwelling in a world like 
mine, dogged by enemies like mine.—Alex- 
ander Smellie. 


Tuurspay, 14th. Thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are! Matthew 6. 5. 


It is always possible, when lines of con- 
duct are laid down with unmistakable clear- 
ness, to obey in the letter while disobeying 
in the spirit. The sternest words which fell 
from the lips of Christ were in denunciation 
of insincerity—J. Stuart Holden. 


Fray, 15th. Sanctify them through thy 
truth! John 17. 17. 


The truth is the sanctifying means, and if 
we do not hear or read the truth we shall 
not grow in sanctification. We only pro- 
gress in sound living as we progress in 
sound understanding —C. H. Spurgeon. 


Saturpay, 16th. Whosoever he be of you 
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he can- 
not be my disciple. Luke 14. 33. 


“Lord, remember me” from a_ contrite 
heart once opened Paradise. But it takes 
our all if we are to be all he would have us 
be as his disciples—Constance Coote. 


_ Sunpay, 17th. Bring ye all the tithes 
imto the storehouse that there may be meat 
im mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven and pour you 
out a blessing that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it! Malachi 3. 10. 

I can never forget my mother’s brief para- 
phrase of Malachi 3.10. Her paraphrase 
was this: 

Give all he asks: take all he promises!— 
S. D. Gordon. 


Monpay, 18th. And Hezekiah received 


- request of his lips! 


the letter of the hand of the messengers, and 
read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house 
of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. 
2 Kings 19. 14. 

Troubled soul, do not think that your case 
is peculiar! If trouble comes to a good 
man, there must be some good in it—Mark 
Guy Pearse. 


Tuespay, 19th. I have kept the faith! 2 
Timothy 4.7. 

It is not an easy thing to keep the faith. 
Even today there are many who deny, many 
who doubt and glory in their doubt. Christ 
gives, but we must hold fast that which he 
gives.—Floyd W. Tomkins. 


Wenbnespay, 20th. J called unto him, but 
he gave me no answer. Song of Solomon 
5.6 

No true prayer is lost. Praying breath 
was never spent in vain. There is no such 
thing as prayer unanswered or unnoticed by 
God. Some things that we count refusals or 
denials are simply delays—H. Bonar. 


Tuurspay, 21st. He that winneth souls 
is wise. Proverbs IT. 30. 


Lord, lay some soul upon my heart, 
And love that soul through me: 
And may I nobly do my part 

To win that soul for thee! 


Fripay, 22nd. Thou hast given him hs 
heart’s desire, and hast not withholden the, 
Psalm 21.2. + 

If God gave me the choice, says an old 
writer, I would ask him to choose for me. 


Saturpay, 23rd. This they did, not as we 
hoped, but first gave their own selves to the 
Lord. 2 Corinthians 8. 5. 

The high spot in Macedonian liberality as: 
setting an example for us is in the text: 
“First they gave their own selves to the 
Lord.” Our Lord doesn’t ask money frost 
the unconverted—Howard A. Banks. 


Patm Sunpay, 24th. And when he wes. 
come near he beheld the city, and wept over 
it. Luke 19. 41. | 

Our Father, as on this day we keep the 
special memory of our Lord’s entrance inte 
the city, open our blind eyes that we may see 
him! Awake our sleeping hearts that we 
may welcome him! Subdue our wilful and 
misguided ways that we may follow him, in 
all lowliness and obedience! | 


Monpay, 25th. Not every one that saith 
unto me, “Lord, Lord!” shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the willl 
of my Father which is in heaven. Matthew 
Gait 

Christ came from heaven to show us tha 
doing the will of the Father is the one mar 
of a son of God, and to save us into doin 
that will. True conversion is turning away) 
from our self-will and giving ourselves tei 
the will of God as our duty and our only 
blessedness—Andrew Murray. 


i 
| 


| the heart of a true patriot. 
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Tuespay, 26th. .. . . Shine as lights in 
the world, holding forth the word of life. 
Philippians 2.15, 16. 

The light that shines through the saints 
comes from the eternal throne. There is 
purpose in it all. The lighthouse is to give 
light and to save life; to guide the tempest- 
tossed into the harbor; to save them from 
the rocks. It is for the sake of the world as 
well as for our own sake that we are here. 
—wW. Y. Fullerton. 


Wenpnespay, 27th. Thou shalt not con- 
sent unto him, nor hearken unto him, netther 
shalt thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou 
spare. Deuteronomy 13.8. 

The man who is himself reconciled to God 
must ever be an antagonist to the tempter 
and all agents. Christ makes men “more 
than conquerors” by first making them good 
soldiers ——J. Stuart Holden. 


TuHurspaAy, 28th. Whereby are given 
unto us exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises. 2 Peter 1.4. 

O man, I beseech you do not treat God’s 
promises as if they were curiosities for a 
museum, but use them as every day sources 
of comfort! Trust the Lord whenever your 
time of need comes on!—C. H. Spurgeon. 


Goop Fripay, 29th. I determined not to 
know anything among you save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified! 1 Corinthians 2. 2. 

What do the Scriptures say respecting the 
cross? To the inquiry, Why was Jesus 
Christ given up? they answer, “He was de- 
livered for our offences.” To the inquiry, 
Why did he suffer? they reply, “Christ hath 
once suffered for our sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God.” We 


inquire for what purpose he suffered, and 
they answer, “He gave himself for our sins.” 
If we ask what practical effect the offering 
of Jesus Christ should have upon us, the 
Scriptures reply, “Who his own self bare 
our sins in his body on the tree.” When we 
ask, Did he die for himself or for others? 
we are told with the utmost precision that 
“Christ died for the ungodly.” This is the 
testimony of Scripture. Can we obtain bet- 
ter answers elsewhere? The responsibility 
of rejection lies with the reader. It is easier 
to blow out a light than to create one.—Jos- 
eph Parker. 


SaturDAY, 30th. We are saved by hope. 
Romans 8. 24. 


Another silent day in Passion Week! 

It was the pause between the cross and 
the resurrection. The disciples were with- 
out expectation that day. All was at an end, 
so far as they could see. There are those 
who live and suffer in this gloom, without 
God and without hope in the world. Alas 
for them! We can endure anything if only 
we have hope. 


Easter Sunpay, 31st. Now is Christ 
risen from the dead and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept! 1 Corinthians 15. 
20. 


Joyful all ye ransomed cry, 

Jesus lives, no more to die! 

Crucified, our sins he bore: 

Ris’n, he reigns forevermore! 

He hath clothed our hearts with praise: 

Let us then hosannas raise, 

Shout again the glad refrain,— 

Christ our Lord is ris’n to reign! 
—Victor Starbuck. 
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Green Pastures and Waters of Rest. 
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Friday, 1st. Isaiah 5. 18-30. 

These chapters are magnificent in revealing 
Isaiah’s soul is 
burdened to agony with the woes which he 
saw to be menacing the land of his fathers, 
the city of David, and the Holy Temple of 
Solomon. As a mother’s heart is wrung with 
anguish as she bends over the cradle of her 


| suffering child, so Isaiah’s heart was rent. 
- But he is not content with this. The greatest 
service which we can render to the homeland 
is to denounce the evils which may be rotting 


away its heart. The prophet therefore de- 
nounces the greedy monopolizing of the 


land by the great landowners (8-10, 17). 
Next, the drunkenness which was invading 
all classes (11-16). Next, the obstinate and 
avaricious spirit, which challenged the Al- 
mighty to do his worst (18, 19). Lastly, 
three woes against the callous indifference of 
the nation, which had apparently become 
dead to the summons of righteousness (20- 
Ze 

ee account of these national sins divine 
judgment must ensue. Mortification always 
sets in when life becomes extinct. The help 
of the shekinah presence would no longer en- 
viron the land of David. The mountains 
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would tremble before the Assyrian invasion, 
and men’s carcasses would be piled in the 
streets. The closing phrase in verse 25 is re- 
peated in 9.8 to 10.4. These are forecasts of 
the Assyrian invasion, of which we shall hear 
more, but we cannot but note the majestic 
splendor of verses 26-30, which forecast that 
terrible judgment. 

The strength of a country lies not in its 
battleships or armies, but in the character of 
its people. The severity of heaven on sin is 
not to be disputed: but is it not the severity 
of love? It seems terrible to read that “His 
anger is not turned away, but his hand is 
stretched out still.’ It startles us to read in 
Hebrews 12.29 that our God is a consuming 
fire. But itis better so! Is it not kind for a 
child slightly to burn its fingers at the fire 
that it may hereafter dread the flame? It is 
because God wants to save that he makes the 
way of the sinner hard. 

Save, oh save our native land, merciful Fa- 
ther, from national sins which undermine our 
national life! Use thy almighty power to ar- 
rest us in any evil way, though it be through 
pain, that we may be an acceptable people in 
thy sight, and for thy glory in the earth! In 
Christ’s name. 


Saturday, 2nd. Isaiah 6. 

The prosperity of Uzziah’s reign seems to 
have weakened the national character. A 
deep-seated degeneracy was eating out its 
vitals. Wealth, the victories of their armies, 
and the unbroken summer of fifty years of 
prosperity had induced a moral decay, which 
filled Isaiah’s heart with dismay. In this 
frame he entered the Temple, where the sur- 
roundings of priests, Levites, sacrifice, and 
the antiphonal chant of the choirs appear to 
have further moved his spirit. 

The vision, 1-4. The limitation of the 
earthly fabric, however, soon faded from his 
vision, and the prophet became aware of the 
worship of the seraphim, their faces veiled 
before the divine majesty, their persons 
clothed with humility, and their remaining 
wings prepared for immediate obedience. 
They sang antiphonally, inciting each other to 
lowlier reverence and more ecstatic praise. 
What a lesson is presented to ourselves! 
What a contrast is here to our lethargic wor- 
ship and often tardy obedience! This great 
God is our Father in Jesus Christ, but do we 
blend sufficient reverence with our childlike 
trust? Are we not too glib in our prayers? 
Do we realize the need of pure hearts and 
clean hands? 

The call, 5-8. That humble confession 
must be ours also. The seraphim knew that 
there was only one answer. The altar coals 
had absorbed the blood of the sacrifice, and 
were now glowing with white heat. They 
would serve for cleansing and inspiration. 
When this was completed there was nothing 
left to delay the prophet’s call to service. In 
hours of storm we may review the past dis- 
tinct call and guidance of the Almighty in 
some cruciai hour. 


The commission, 9-13. He must not be dis- 
appointed. There would be no sweeping re- 


form at first, though afterwards gleams of , 


light. 

O Spirit of the living God, cleanse us in 
heart and speech, and act with fire and with 
the blood of Calvary that we may be fitted for 
thy service! Teach us, on the one hand, the 
secret of celestial worship, and on the other 
the ministry which awaits us! In Christ's 
name, 


Sunday, 3rd. Isaiah 7. 


For a century the successive kings of As- 
syria had been prosecuting the policy of 
world conquest. Nation after nation had 
been absorbed by their relentless and cruel 
policy. The kings of Samaria and Damascus 
had hitherto escaped, but they were aware 
that they would have to fight for existence. 
They therefore endeavored to form a coali- 
tion of forces, and invited Ahaz to join them. 
He refused because another plan was in his 
mind. Since the gods of Assyria seemed so 
powerful, why should he not invoke their 
aid? Instead of joining their coalition he set 
himself to substitute the gods of Assyria for 
Jehovah! This policy still further stimulated 
the anger of Samaria and Damascus, and led 
to their attack. 

Then, in the hopes of turning Ahaz back 
from his projected scheme, Isaiah, taking his 
son with him, accosted the king, and delivered 
the divine message (1-9). To this Ahaz 
made no reply. His mind was set on invok- 
ing the gods of Assyria, and perhaps on the 
ulterior project of seeking an Assyrian alli- 
ance. The prophet was so sure of his ground 
that he went on to say that a young girl, then 
unmarried, would presently bear a child in 
wedlock, and before the boy would begin to 
observe and discern between the right and 
wrong Syria and Damascus would fall under 
the power of Assyria, and Judah would be 
devastated by so terrible an invasion that 
wide districts, once rich in corn and wine, 
would pass out of cultivation. 

The lesson of this chapter is obvious. We 
are often threatened by impending disaster, 
and in our panic seek to prepare ourselves to 
resist and to hold our ground. We are 
tempted to seek worldly alliances, and to 
make concessions of honor and truth. From 
such a course we presently awake startled by 
the prophetic voice of conscience. Let us 
take heed from the mistake of Ahaz! Let us 
hand over our trouble to God! Let us dare 
to believe in his almighty love, wisdom, and 
power! No weapon formed against us shall 
prosper, and Immanuel, God with us, shall be 
our talisman of victory. 


We are bewildered and beset, O our Fa- 
ther! Help us in this dark hour when the 
heaven is full of threatening clouds, and our 
heart and flesh fail! Undertake for us! If 
thou, our Immanuel, art with us, who can 
stand against us? 
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Monday, 4th. Isaiah 8. 


The prophet was now bidden to give a 
double warning to his own nation, First he 
was to write on a great tablet, so as to be 
read by the people, the words “Speedy plun- 
der, early spoil.” He was also bidden to give 
the same as the name of a little son to whom 
his wife, his prophetess, would presently give 
birth: and he foretold that before the child 
could say father or mother the two Northern 
kingdoms of Syria and Israel would be car- 
ried into captivity. Then he went on to pre- 
dict that though the king favored an alliance 
with Assyria, and had introduced Assyrian 
idolatry and fashions, it would not really help 
him or ward off the terrible invasion which 
would sweep through Palestine involving the 
kingdoms of Samaria and Judah, and even 
ecte to Philistia and surrounding peo- 
ples. 

Assyria flooded and destroyed Syria and 
Israel entirely. Judah was invaded, but Jeru- 
salem rose above the wild waters that deso- 
lated the country, and the Southern kingdom, 
though terribly stricken, seems to have 
emerged for a time from the desolating flood. 
All through this terrible ordeal Isaiah 
strengthened himself in God. He said that 
the conspiracy against Judah should not suc- 
ceed, and that he would wait with assured 
confidence that whatever might be the devas- 
tation caused by invasion it would leave no 
permanent effects. God would be a sanctuary 
and rock of defence. As the names of his 
two children, so would be the result,—“A 
remnant shall return” and “God is with us”! 

The peril of the hour was lest Judah should 
drift from their fathers’ God to the black arts 
of the necromancer and the witch. In times 
of trouble, when the soul of man feels itself 
in need of extraordinary help, it turns to the 
unseen to draw inspiration and help—if not 
from God, then from the devil. Against such 
a drift Isaiah earnestly protests. Whatever 
conspiracy of foes there might be he would 
quietly await the salvation of God. 

O child of God, fear not in the evil day! 
Shelter in the secret place of the Most High! 

Hide us, heavenly Father, under the 
shadow of thy wings! Keep us in thy secret 
place! Be to us the stronghold wherein we 
will gladly shelter! So will we fear no evil. 
In Christ's name. 


Tuesday, 5th. Isaiah 9. 1-7. 


Beyond the evil days that he was called to 
foretell the prophet saw gleams of light. It 
would not always be so dark in those North- 
ern lands as it was at the time of writing. 
They were swept by invasion and misery. 
Zebulon, Naphtali, and Galilee might be for 
centuries under shadowing darkness, but in 
the latter days they would see a great light. 
Once more the nation would be multiplied. 
Again those lands would rejoice as when a 
warrior divides great spoil. God would break 
the conqueror’s yoke and the taskmaster’s 
rod as in the great day of Gideon’s triumph. 


Soldiers would no longer gird themselves to 
the battle, and the war-cloak, steeped in 
blood, would be for fuel of fire. 

Then the prophet breaks into a strain of 
minstrelsy which has floated down the ages. 
We have already heard the great name of 
Immanuel, but now it is superseded by an 
even greater one. Our Lord is Wonderful, as 
revealing God reflected in the nature of man. 
Counsellor, because all wisdom is with him. 
The mighty God, because he was none the 
less God during his human life: only he kept 
his godhead in reserve, refusing to use it and 
electing to live and work miracles by union 
with God through faith. The Father or crea- 
tor of the Eons, and the Prince of peace. 
There will be no end to the greatness of 
his reign and its prosperity. Its justice and 
righteousness shall have no limit: and all is 
guaranteed by the will and love of Jehovah 
for his people. 

The question for each of us is whether we 
have put the government on his shoulders. 
There must be entire consecration before we 
can claim his help under any of these glorious 
titles. Let this day and hour witness the 
solemn dedication of each soul to the Saviour, 
and then there will be no end for the peace 
and strength which will flow into our life! 
Do not be content to read this: test it! 


O Son of God, take the throne of our will 
and reign there forever! We place the gov- 
ernment on thy shoulders. Subdue, control, 
and rule! Then, as more and more the glory 
of thy reign grows upon us, our peace shall 
deepen and spread. 


Wednesday, 6th. Isaiah 9.8 to 10.4. 


This portion seems to fit in between verses 
25 and 26 cf chapter 5. Professor Adam 
Smith says truly that Isaiah has spared noth- 
ing that is terrible in history or nature to ac- 
centuate the horror of the judgments which 
menaced the Northern kingdom. FEarth- 
quakes, raids, fierce battles, slaughter, forest 
fires and famine, cringing groups of captives 
and heaps of slain, desolation on land and the 
roaring of a restless sea! The elements of 
nature and the passions of men striving for 
mastery! The constant swaying of the storm- 
bell with the awful refrain, “For all this 


When all these have failed, what else could 
be expected than that God should allow the 
Northern kingdom to be swept away? But 
should not Ahaz and his people beware? The 
day of their visitation would also come! The 
crimes mentioned in 10. 2 could not be lightly 
passed over. The day of visitation was at 
hand: and to whom would this people go for 
help after their rejection of the offers of Je- 
hovah to forgive their past and take them for 
his own? There is an hour in the history of 
individuals and nations when they become 
castaways. Love has done its best on the one 
hand, and stringent dealings on the other. 
What more can be done? 

In dealing with this subject I venture to 
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express what has been for a long time sim- 
mering in my thought, that as this world is 
under the power of Satan, whom our Lord 
described as the prince or god of this world, 
the most awful sufferings are continually be- 
ing launched against our race out of his pure 
spite and malignity. But when the hearts of 
men or nations are seeking to do God’s will 
he interposes between their tormentor and 
them. If, however, by their wilful sin they 
cancel the operation of his grace, then the 
black storm rages without restraint. ; 

Te patient! Some day all these mysteries 
will be explained. 

Thy ways, O our God, are past finding out: 
but we thank thee that we are under the 
shadow of thy almighty wing! Thou art our 
hiding-place and protector! We will fear no 
evil. Thou art as the shadow of a great rock, 
and rivers of water ina dry and thirsty land! 


Thursday, 7th. Isaiah 10. 5-34. 

This magnificent outburst of sanctified pa- 
triotism is well worth our careful thought 
and application. Samaria had fallen before 
the Assyrian invasion. The territory of the 
Ten Tribes had become an Assyrian province. 
Jerusalem was only two days’ march from the 
Assyrian lines. As far as human forethought 
was concerned the Holy City was doomed. 
In verses 7-11 we are bidden to listen to Sar- 
gon’s proud boast. It would be as easy to 
capture it as for a boy to take birds’ eggs in 
the spring. In verses 28-32 Isaiah forecasts 
the route that the enemy would take. There 
was nothing to prevent the occupation of Jew- 
ish territory. 

How little did the masterful Assyrian 
monarch realize that he was only an instru- 
ment in the hands of the Almighty! It was 
as though a rod should shake itself against 
him that lifted it up (5, 6, 15). Presently he 
would become as thorns and briars when 
consumed by fire. Therefore the Chosen Peo- 
ple need not fear him. What had been true 
of other nations and of the Ten Tribes need 
not become true of them. 

Are we not today confronted by an attack 
not against our physical life, but against our 
holiest traditions and profoundest convic- 
tions? A violent attack is being made on 
the Bible and our Christian faith. Can we 
wonder that so many, especially of the com- 
ing generation, are tempted to abandon the 
confidence of their fathers as they listen to 
those who are skilful to destroy and have no 
power to construct? The Assyrian is upon 
us today in the form of ruthless hostility. 
Anyone can destroy. A child may set fire to 
an art gallery or mansion. But it takes skill 
and time and genius and labor to construct. 
Let us, in the meantime, stay ourselves upon 
areas One of Israel, Jehovah the mighty 

od! 

The closing words of verse 27 give the 
key of victory and safety, “The yoke shall be 
destroyed by the anointing.” Yes, when the 
church of Christ is once more anointed by 
the oil of Pentecost she will vanquish by the 
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purity and beauty of her life the enemies by’ 
which she is beset. Let us seek that anoint- 
ing! 

Blessed Saviour, who didst receive from 
the Father the gift of the Holy Spirit, anoint! 
us therewith that we may successfully come. 
bat the entire force of the enemy, mtent on 
the destruction of thy church! 


Friday, 8th. Isaiah 11.1-10. 


We have in this paragraph a beautiful’ 
forecast of our Saviour’s person and work: 
and it has been truly said that probably no 
single Old Testament text seems to sum up 
so perfectly the sevenfold work of the Spirit 
of God. 

The stock of Jesse might seem to be cut 
down to its roots, but it would yield the’ 
Messiah. His mother was so poor that she 
could only offer the two pigeons of the poor | 
as the expression of her thanksgiving at his 
birth. But he was conceived of the Holy 
Spirit, and from his baptism onward he was 
anointed by the Spirit who in the form of a 
dove descended on him and remained. 

Notice the beautiful alternative phrase of 
the Revised Version, “His delight shall be. 
in the fear of the Lord,” and in the margin | 
the literal meaning of delight is scent! It 
has been suggested that the phrase might be . 
translated, “He shall draw his breath in the - 
fear of the Lord.” Our Saviour, though 
living in the world, was never infected by | 
it. Let us seek this! We know instinctively | 


the fetid air of certain society and places. | 


What a difference there is between it and 


the ozone of the ocean or the breath of the 


hills! Let us be more often inbreathing the © 
pure air of the Scriptures! 

The sevenfold work of the Spirit of God 
in verses 2 and 3 demands our study. There 
are six aspects enumerated here, and a 
seventh is suggested by “upon,” which is 
specially explained by John 1.33. The Holy 
Spirit anoints for service by descending on 
us, and then builds up within us his sixfold 
grace. 

We do not make enough in our personal 


experience or public ministry of the Holy 


Spirit. 
and understanding in the intellect. 


might to execute the divinely-given plan. 


We all need to become students in the knowl- 


edge of God, and in devout reverence. Why 
should we not make each of these the sub- 
ject of our special dealing with the Para- 
clete, who gives to all who yield their wills, 
minds, and lives to his control? 

Then all creation will respond to us. 
There will be a new beauty in heaven above 
and in the earth beneath, the preface and 
augury of that new heaven and new earth 
which shall emerge when our Saviour re- 
turns to bring in the millennium of blessed- 
ness and peace. The earth now groans and 
travails, but behold, a new heaven and earth 
wait to be unveiled! 


We all need wisdom in the spirit — 
We all 
need counsel as to our life purpose and — 
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Lord Jesus, come to our hearts, fill them 
with thy Holy Spirit, that he may reveal 
thee and fit us for that new life when all 
evil passions shall be subdued and thy 
knowledge shall flow in on the world as the 

waters cover the ocean-bed! 


Saturday, 9th. Isaiah 1i. 11-16. 


No interpretation can fully exhaust these 
wonderful predictions but the millennium, 
_ the thousand years of blessed peace which 
are specially foretold in Revelation 20. 4-6. 
_ When man fell from walking with God in 
| the spiritual fellowship at his first creation 
_ his sin brought a blight on the fair scene. 
Ever since then creation has been under the 
bondage of corruption. She has been com- 
pared to a young, pure, noble girl suddenly 
bound in chains and sighing for deliverance. 
The blight that despoils the gardener of his 
' fruit, the smut that destroys the corn, the 
growth of rank poison, the tares amid the 
wheat, all tell the same tale. But it shall 
not be always so. When the entail of sin is 
arrested by the final triumph of our Saviour, 
then will the peace of human redemption 
have its immediate result in the removal of 
the primeval curse. 

Come then, O Saviour, and to thy many crowns 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth, 

Thou who alone art worthy! It was thine 

By ancient covenant ere nature’s birth, 

And thou hast made it thine by purchase since, 
And overpaid its value with thy blood. 

Thy saints proclaim thee king! 


Preceding this glad exchange the Jews 
will have been gathered back to their own 
land, Judah and Ephraim alike. They are 
gathering by their hundreds every month, 
though largely in unbelief, but that will be 
remedied when Jesus has interposed to de- 
liver them from their foes: and like Jos- 
eph’s brethren they shall say, This is Jesus, 
our brother, and now he is Saviour and 
king! The church of the redeemed, like Jos- 

eph’s Gentile bride, will welcome that day 
with shouts of congratulation. 

We thank thee, O Spirit of inspiration, 
that thou hast given us this foreview of the 
scenes which must shortly come to pass! 
Oh hasten the hour when the spell of sin 
and the curse shall be broken, and earth 
shall sing again among her sister worlds! 
In Jesus’ name. 


Sunday, 10th. Isaiah 12. 

Let us not wait for the millennial dawn, 
but here and now let us give thanks unto 
God, Father, Son and Spirit! The dark 
clouds of justly-deserved wrath broke upon 
Calvary, and now we may accept without 
let or hindrance the paracletism of the Para- 
clete, the comfort of the Comforter. 

Some of us may be entering a dark valley 
at the present hour, but like the psalmist in 
the Shepherd Psalm we no longer speak of 
God as “he.” In the dark we get closer to 
him. We said, when we were walking along 


the paths of righteousness, “He guideth me.” 
Now that we are descending into the death- 
shadows we whisper to our faithful friend, 

“THou art with me,” My strength, my song, 
MY salvation! 

_He that believeth in Christ shall see the 
river of verse 3 mounting up from the ankles 
to the knees, from the knees to the thighs, 
from the thighs to become waters to swim 
in. Dost thou need salvation? See the 
spring rises amid the loneliness of thy des- 
ert! (Numbers 21.16.) Sing, my soul, 
sing! Sing as Israel did when the Red Sea 
lay between them and Egypt! Sing as the 
choir sang when the burnt-offering was be- 
ing offered in Hezekiah’s renovated Temple! 
Sing as the children sang who welcomed 
our Lord after his triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem! Sing as thou wilt sing one day 
when thou shalt be one of the overcoming 
myriads that shall join in the song of Moses 
and the Lamb! Cry aloud and shout: great 
is the Holy One who loved thee and gave 
himself for thee! 

Lord Jesus, thou art exalted to thy right- 
ful place on. the eternal throne, and we 
pledge ourselves to declare thy doings at 
Bethlehem and Calvary among the peoples 
of the world, that they also may be led to 
adore and love thee as thou deservest! 


Monday, 11th. Isaiah 13. 


Addressing his people, whom in prophetic 
vision he saw to be captives in Babylon, 
Isaiah cries (2): 

“Raise high the signal on an unwooded 
mountain, lift it up to guide the attacking 
forces in their attack on the great city of 
Babylon! Wave your hand to them and en- 
courage them to break through the gates!” 

Jehovah is mustering and leading the ar- 
mies attacking the foe. So terrible would 
be the slaughter that men would be scarcer 
than golden bars of Ophir. For generations 
ne site of the mighty city would be left 

are. 

The prediction of verses 21-22 has been 
according to the testimony of modern tray- 
elers most exactly fulfilled. The Arabs, 
through dread of evil spirits which are sup- 
posed to haunt the site, will not pitch their 
tents there, and the district is now given 
over to the wild denizens of the desert. 

We cannot read these words without deep 
ponderings. The nations that govern the 
world today cannot boast their superiority, 
except in the wideness of their territory and 
the deadliness of their poison gases. Chris- 
tian though they are by profession, they hide 
in their hearts the poison of decay and dis- 
integration. But let us never forget that 
these evil forces are not omnipotent! God 
reigns, and there is a limit beyond which 
they cannot go. He may give them scope 
for a temporary purpose, but he can at any 
moment arrest their progress. Brute force, 
after all, is only an instrument. To use the 
phrasing of verse 5 -the hostile forces prove 
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to be the weapons of the divine indignation, 
axes in the hand of the Almighty. Through 
the overthrow of Babylon God was prepar- 
ing the way for the emancipation of his peo- 
ple to return to Jerusalem under Nehemiah 
and Ezra. The success of Cyrus was only 
ephemeral and transient, but the Jews exist 
today and have yet to fulfil their glorious 
destiny. So will it be again! Through the 
travail of the present hour the millennial 
kingdom will emerge. Travail precedes and 
presages birth. 


Hide us, O God, in the secret of thy pa- 
vilion while the last great storms sweep the 
earth, and give us quiet certitude and com- 
fort in thy protection! In Jesus’ name. 


Tuesday, 12th. Isaiah 14. 1-23. 


This chapter contains an ode to be sung 
by Israel when the fall of Babylon has pre- 
pared the way for their return, under Nehe- 
miah and Ezra, to their native land. 

It has been truly said that the scene of the 
poem—the underworld, which was supposed 
to be the abode of the dead,—is one of the 
masterpieces of literature. The souls of the 
departed greet the newcomer, the late king 
of Babylon, with satirical wonder that he 
has been compelled to accept the common 
fate of all mortals. He had thought to 
scale the heavens and set his throne along- 
side of the Most High, whereas he has now 
to submit to the common fate of man. His 
body is unburied, his family exterminated, 
and his name wiped out. The utter desola- 
tion of the ruins of Babylon, the site of 
which was unknown till our own day, is the 
best commentary on the literal exactness of 
this wonderful prophecy. 

This ode on the fall of the literal city of 
Babylon must be compared with that of the 
mystical Babylon of the Apocalypse, Revela- 
tion 17.4, 5. May we not say that the spirit 
that energized the Babylon of history is 
working in the apostate church of today 
which is now at work substituting its cere- 
monial rites for the living faith of our fa- 
thers? “Lucifer’ is naturally applied to 
Satan, Luke 10.18; Revelation 12.8, 9, and 
Jude 6. The church of Christ, allied with 
the Jewish people, saved and delivered from 
their enemies, will one day combine in tri- 
umphant celebration, using this ode and 
Revelation 18. 20. 

Be of good courage, O true-hearted chil- 
dren of God! Amid the growing power of 
the apostate church and the determined at- 
tack on the Scriptures by their critics who 
criticise their letter but evade their spiritual 
challenge, God’s purpose is hastening to ful- 
fil its ancient promise. 


Thus bad and good their several warnings give 
Of his approach whom none can see and live; 
Faith’s ear with awful still delight 

Counts them as minute bells. at night, 

Keeping the soul awake till dawn of morn. 


Hallelujah! The kingdoms of this world 


shall become the kingdoms of our God and 
of his Christ! 

Keep us, O Lord, in perfect peace amid 
the strife of tongues and the scenes which 
are ushering in thine advent and are the 
travail pangs of the new heavens and earth! 


Wednesday, 13th. Isaiah 14. 24-32. 


In the first verses, 24-27, we are trans- 
ported to the reign of Hezekiah. The king 
of Egypt had formed a strong alliance 
against the dreaded power of Assyria. The 
kings of Phenicia, Philistia, Ethiopia and 
Edom had joined in refusing tribute, and 
prepared themselves to fight for freedom to 
the last ounce of their blood. In 702 B. C. 
the legions of Assyria marched on Pales- 
tine, which was destined to be the battle- 
ground. Sennacherib boasted that he would 
never rest until he had pitched his tent in 
Jerusalem itself and enjoyed the palace gar- 
dens, 2 Kings 19.23. The onrush of the 
Assyrian hosts was irresistible. One by one 
the confederated states were defeated and 
punished with almost diabolical cruelty. 
Then Sennacherib turned against Jerusalem, 
and Isaiah’s voice was raised in these verses 
to calm the terrors of his fellow citizens and 
prevent universal panic. 

In verses 28-32 Isaiah contrasts the fate 
of Philistia with that of Jerusalem. The 
Assyrian invader would overpower its re- 
sistance, and its proud cities would be trod- 
den under foot, whilst even the afflicted 
among the Hebrews would find deliverance. 

Do we make enough of God’s differentiat- 
ing care? The history of the church abounds 
with instances in which God has interposed 
on the behalf of his people. You may have 
some awful experience awaiting you tomor- 
row, the result of circumstances over which 
you have no control. Do not look at the 
difficulty, but into the face of God! He 
loves you because you are in his beloved 
Son. He cannot forget, and though he tar- 
ries he will assuredly meet your need before 
it is too late. Reckon on his faithfulness! 
Look away from your emotions and appear- 
ances, and reckon on God! By faith and 
patience you will inherit the promise. Day 
after day as you look over the walls you will 
see the enemy beleaguering the city, but 
there will be a morning when you will wake 
up to find him gone! 

Help us, O Lord, so to rest on thee that 
we may not fear what man can do unto us! 
May our hearts be strong in faith, giving 
thee all the glory in the belief that thou wilt 
never leave, nor forsake, nor fail! 


Thursday, 14th. Isaiah 15 and 16. 


Israel could never forget that Ruth, the 
Rose of Moab, was David’s ancestress, and 
that Moab had sheltered his parents from 
Saul’s pursuit. There was, therefore, a spe- 
cial sympathy for her sufferings at the hand 
of Sennacherib when he broke in on the 
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formidable alliance of the Southern nations 
against his advance. In verses 3 and 4 there 


is an especially touching picture (R. V. 


margin) of the welcome and shelter in Jeru- 


: 


q 


i 


or three minor exceptions. 


| a pasture for sheep. 
' wealth of Israel would be carried off. Only 
a handful would survive, as when the hus- 
| bandman gathers the grapes and carries the 
» corn. The few who would be left would re- 
» semble the olive berries left on the topmost 
| boughs because not worth the trouble of 
| picking. 


salem which awaited the fugitives. In 
verses 5 and 6 we see the terrified people 
fleeing before the foe. The springs have 


been stopped up, the herbage is withered, 
every green thing has perished. There were 


good reasons for the ancient alliance be- 


tween Moab and Jerusalem, and why should 
it not be renewed? 
in the time of her distress she prefers to 


But Moab is proud, and 


make supplication to Chemosh instead of 


| Jehovah. 


This suggests to us the necessity of our 


Christian love, whether individually or col- 


lectively, in offering our help and sympathy 
to those who are passing through times of 
distress. Some by early training have been 
prejudiced against religion. Some were led 
astray by evil companions. Some once real- 


' ized the love and grace of Christ, but have 
drifted away, finding it so hard to main- 


tain their former position in the midst of 


' the clash of adverse criticism which is set 
| against the Scriptures like a strong tide. 
Our Lord welcomed the weary and heavy- 


laden. He sorrowed when the young man 
was unable to renounce the world. Let us 


too welcome all such bruised reeds and 
_ smoking flax! 


Stay for a moment over 16.5, where the 


ideal ruler is glimpsed through the mist of 


the centuries! “Judging, seeking judgment, 
and swift to do righteousness,’—this has 
been the dream of the ages! One after an- 


| other the kings have enjoyed their brief 


tenure of power, and have passed. Just 
now in Europe they have all gone, with two 
We eagerly an- 
ticipate the hour when Christ will reign and 
all the world live under his righteous scep- 
er, 

Lord Jesus, we pray thee speedily to take 
to thyself thy great power and reign! The 


_ world is weary and lost without thee. Make 


haste, O Son of God, Son of man, and let 


| the kingdoms of this world own thy scepter! 


Friday, 15th. Isaiah 17. 

In the earlier chapter we were informed 
of the alliance between Syria and Damascus 
against Judah, which still remained true to 


| the line of David and nominally to the wor- 
' ship of Jehovah. The penalty that overtook 


the invaders is the theme of this chapter. 
Before the advance of the Assyrians, says 
the prophet, Aroer, on the east of the Jor- 


dan, would be wiped out and the whole 


of the Trans-Jordanic region would become 
Next the people and 


The root trouble was that the nation had 
practically forgotten God. We are all 
tempted in that direction when everything 
that we touch seems to prosper. We become 
unmindful of the God of our strength, and 
do homage to our own abilities. We be- 
come absorbed in business or pleasure. We 
allow day after day to pass without open- 
ing the Bible or kneeling in prayer. Per- 
haps we maintain such exercises as a sop to 
conscience, but their fragrance has departed. 
At first we seem to get on equally well. 
Our heart and life are as a garden, filled 
with plants of our own choice and planting: 
but the end is disappointment and despair. 
Finally we have to face the result in des- 
perate sorrow! 

Verses 12-14 evidently refer to another 
event. We are transported to the Southern 
kingdom in the days of Sennacherib’s ad- 
vance, and in this paragraph we have one of 
Isaiah’s magnificent harangues. At first the 
foe might appear to prosper, but presently 
he would suffer annihilation. Terror would 
seize the city at eventide, but in the morn- 
ing the enemy would be gone. 

Similar deliverances have occurred in 
every age, and will occur again for thee and 
me and the church of Christ! 


Forgive, O our Father, the fickleness and 
languid devotion of our lives! We cannot 
live without thee, but too often we lie asleep 
on the enchanted ground. We pray thee to 
call us back to our first love and those hours 
of heroic faith when we ventured all on thy 
promised help. In Jesus’ name. 


Saturday, 16th. Isaiah 18. 


Allow the accompanying paraphrase, 
which will at once explain that the prophet 
here addresses Egypt and Ethiopia, assur- 
ing them that they need not be anxious at 
the approach of the Assyrian armies: 

“O land of the stinging fly-swarms, which 
art sending messengers in papyrus boats to 
gather allies, return to your homes, you 
black and strong race, whose land is seamed 
with rivers! Jehovah has said to me, I will 
take my rest during the Assyrian advance, 
while the sunshine ripens the herbs and the 
blossom is swelling into grapes. Then I 
will lop off his branches with pruning 
knives, and cut down the shoots. The birds 
shall summer on them, and the wild beasts 
winter. Then gifts of thankful homage will 
be brought to Jehovah from that tall and 
strong nation to the Temple of Jehovah of 
hosts !” 

How clear and strong was Isaiah’s assur- 
ance as to the overthrow of the Assyrian 
advance! His faith never wavered, and he 
was able to carry Hezekiah and all the peo- 
ple with him in his quiet faith that the God 
of their fathers would.carry them to a 
happy security, which Assyria would not 
again be able to molest. Such confident 
forecasts are possible to those pure and holy 
souls who are lifted out of the time-sphere 
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to where time is no more, and all things are 
visible in all details from beginning to end. 

Let us not forget to bring our present to 
Jehovah of hosts! We may not be able to 
bring gold or silver, but we can present our- 
selves. Like a little lad, who when the col- 
lecting plate came around and he had noth- 
ing to place on it asked them to put it on the 
floor, and he stepped into it, so expressing 
his purpose to be a foreign missionary. 
Present yourselves to God as those alive 
from the dead, and your members instru- 
ments of service unto him! 


Here we offer and present ourselves, our 
souls and bodies, to be a living and reason- 
able sacrifice to thee, O God and Saviour, 
humbly asking that we all, and those whom 
we love, may be filled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction! 


Sunday, 17th. Isaiah 19. 


This is a most extraordinary chapter. It 
must have seemed incredible to those who 
heard or read it in those days of universal 
storm. Judah was a petty country, half as 
big as Wales. It has been fitly described as 
a highland principality, with no resources 
fit to oppose the onrush of the stormy As- 
syrian deluge. But Isaiah insisted that his 
own people would be secure, whilst Assyria 
and Egypt should alike pass away as great 
military powers. They would, however, still 
exist if they accepted Judah’s Jehovah and 
became imbued with Israel’s faith. 

In verses 1-17 we have a graphic picture 
of the political overthrow which Egypt was 
approaching, arising not simply from with- 
out, but largely the result of internal strife. 
Through the ineptitude of the rulers and the 
spirit of perverseness among the common 
people the whole country was rent and torn 
by division, an easy prey to the Assyrian. 
In the midst of this storm of Assyrian in- 
vasion it seems as though Isaiah saw Zion, 
the city of David, like a lighthouse on a 
solitary rock, looking out on world upheaval 
with calm confidence that Jehovah on high 
was greater than the noise of many waters 
or the strong tumult of the storm. Then he 
goes on to say that Zion should not remain 
in this lonely position of observation, but 
would one day become united with Assyria, 
her bitter foe and oppressor, and with Egypt, 
which at that time was rent by revolution. 

“With what light and peace do Isaiah’s 
words break out across that unquiet and hun- 
gry sea! They told the world for the first 
time, and have been telling it ever since, that 
the world and her powers are not all.” Re- 
ligion is, after all, the fundamental matter, 
and as our Lord walked across the turbulent 
waters of Galilee and hushed them to rest, 
so will he one day again speak peace. Some 
day all his anticipations will be realized, 
and the religion of the Jew will embrace the 
world and introduce peace on earth, good- 
will amongst men. 


We thank thee, Lord, for all those 
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glimpses of that happy time when war shall 
be forever abolished and thy reign of peace 


begin! 


We know that the vision of thy , 


servant in far-away days will be abundantly — 


fulfilled. 


oring to abolish war! 


Monday, 18th. Isaiah 20 and 21. 


Isaiah was a great politician, and he ex- 
erted every ounce of his person and office to 
keep his country,from joining in a great 
coalition against Assyria. He saw clearly 
that that coalition would fail, and that the 
successive years, whatever might be the 
afterwards, would only increase the suprem- 
acy of the mighty city of Nineveh. 


In these chapters he deals with the suc- — 


cessive overthrow of one nation after an- 
other. In chapter 20 he saw the captives of 
Ethiopia and Egypt being led away into 
exile. In chapter 21.1-10 he sees the clash 


In the meanwhile we pray thee ' 
for those who by peace treaties are endeav- ° 


between Nineveh and Babylon, in which | 


Babylon was defeated and all her gods were 
broken to the ground as the chaff is blown 
away by the wind. In chapter 21.11-17 he 
sees the effect of the Assyrian armies on 
the Arabian caravans, and the thinning of 
her populations. What could the archery of 
the Arab tribes effect against the grievous- 
ness of Assyria’s battalions? 

All this has passed into history, though 
once it was the subject of conversation in 
the cabinets of emperors and kings, as well 
as of the women gathered at the wells. So 
is it with the present day. We cannot be 
other than deeply interested in what is hap- 
pening among the nations, whether symp- 
tomatic of their desire for peace or their 
preparations for war. How impossible it is 
for the shrewdest politician to forecast the 
immediate future! But to others of us who 
believe in the near advent of our Lord, we 
not only look up rather than down, but 
confidently believe that the time is near 
when our Saviour will break the battle-bow 
and the spear, and introduce that blessed 
millennium of peace which will more than 
realize our fairest dreams! 

In regard to this blessed hope, which is 
based on the prophecies and anticipations of 
the Old and New Testaments, we may rely 
on this faithful promise, “If it were not so 
I would have told you.” Each of the Chris- 
tian centuries has had its tiny group gazing 
up into heaven in the hope of seeing the 
gates unfold, and have passed home without 
the vision. God has probably reserved 
some better thing for us; but in any case 
the facts of the political horizon encourage 
us to cherish the blessed hope as the anchor- 
age of the eternal shore. 

Lord Jesus, amid the many voices that fill 
our time we hear thine own saying, “Behold, 
I come quickly! Hold fast to your hope! 
It shall not fail! It is the anchor of the 
soul!” - Draw nearer to us, we pray thee! 
We need not the hope alone, but thyself! 
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Tuesday, i9th. Isaiah 22. 1-14. 


The terrible Assyrian army, having con- 
quered Egypt and desolated Philistia, was 
now on the march to punish Jerusalem for 
daring to join the confederacy, formed on 
the belief that Egypt could hold her own 
against the mighty Assyrian. That belief 
had been shattered by the overthrow of the 
allies, and now there was nothing left but 
the subjugation of the little nation which 
under the leadership of Hezekiah and Isaiah 
had dared to set itself against the mighty 
Assyrian. 

The horizon was aglow with the flames 
of burning villages. Every hour brought 
crowds of refugees to shelter within the city. 
Her citizens, standing on the housetops and 
walls, watched the effort of soldiers, and 
artisans to strip the immediate neighborhood 
of anything that could serve the attack. 
Many of the leading citizens and rulers had 
fled away. Only the king and _ prophet, 
Hezekiah and Isaiah, were left of the leaders. 
Neighboring villages were presently filled 
with the cavalry and chariots of the foe. 
In verses 7-11 Isaiah enumerates the frantic 
efforts to prepare against the assault. 

In verses 12, 13 we are told of the revival 
of the Temple worship, which had fallen 
into comparative neglect. It was not that 
there was any genuine humiliation for sin, 
or desire to get back to Jehovah in a national 
revival. The Temple was crowded not with 
penitents, but with frightened crowds who 
thought that the God of their fathers might 
be touched by the sight of their self-inflicted 
wounds, the agony of their outcry, and the 
sackcloth on their skin. But there was no 
response, though they repeated the scene of 
1 Kings 18. 28. 

When the crowds saw that there was no 
response, and that the enemy’s forces were 
within sight, they swung to the other ex- 
treme, crying: 

“Heaven won’t help us! The capture of 
the city is sure! We shall be trampled down 
‘in the streets, barbarously mutilated, tor- 
tured, scourged, and carried into captivity! 
Let us have a few hours of godless mirth 
and impurity! Let us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we die.” 

Note the apostle’s use of this outburst, 1 
Corinthians 15.32! ‘It is the last resolve of 
godless, hopeless, hell-driven despair. 

We thank thee, O our Father, for we 
know thee to be our present help in trouble, 
though the waves are high and the heaven 
black! We are safe in thee. 


Wednesday, 20th. Isaiah 22. 15-25. 


The mayor or chief officer of the city at 
that time was a man named Shebna. His 
name suggests that he was a foreigner. In 
any case he had done his, utmost to foster 
the alliance between Jerusalem and Egypt. 
But clearly self-aggrandizement was his ul- 
terior object, as was evidenced in the hew- 
ing out of a great sepulcher for himself and 


family. But Isaiah dared to expose him as 
a traitor to the true welfare of the kingdom. 
He would be a rolling-stone and a vaga- 
bond like Cain. 

At Isaiah’s suggestion Eliakim was sub- 
stituted. Eliakim was evidently a good man, 
but his family appear to have taken advan- 
tage of his position, and hung upon him as 
a number of vessels on a nail. This ulti- 
mately dragged him and them down. So 
hindered was he by family requests, and so 
encumbered by the demands they made on 
him, that there was a tragedy in his career 
also, and the fate of the overburdened nail 
was as disastrous to him and them as that 
of the rolling-stone. 

Amid the failure of human help let us 
lift our thoughts to our Saviour, as in Reve- 
lation 3.7! Amid all human failures he 
stands sure, and holds the keys of death and 
Hades as well as those which open the doors 
of usefulness and helpfulness. 

We think of the doors which in Christian 
service have been opened almost unex- 
pectedly. Take, for instance, the case of a 
man like Dr. Barnardo of London, who 
while a medical student one winter night 
saw a shivering lad climbing up to hide with 
other lads under a piece of tarpaulin. There 
and then Christ opened a door through 
which thousands have passed into pure and 
happy lives. 

What is true on the larger and wider 
scale is constantly repeated in all parts of 
the world. Go on, thou consecrated soul! 
The wall may seem solid which prevents thy 
progress, but presently thou wilt see a door, 
for Christ will be standing beside it with his 
key. So also when thou hast finished thy 
life work he will open the door into the Fa- 
ther’s house. When he opens all hell can- 
not shut! 

O blessed Lord, thou lover of my soul, 
open to me, I pray thee, that I may not only 
become an inmate in thy House of Life and 
Love, but that therein thou wilt open to me 
opportunities of untold love and life and 
help to others! 


Thursday, 21st. Isaiah 23. 


Tyre presented the greatest possible con- 
trast to the Hebrew ideals. These were re- 
lated to problems of agriculture and fruit. 
The Hebrew vision of the millennium con- 
sisted in fruitful fields, smiling harvests, the 
milk of the pastures, the honey of the 
flowers, and cattle feeding on the far- 
stretching wolds. The idea of trade with 
foreign lands and the possibility of substi- 
tuting the gains of commerce for the prod- 
ucts of the soil were never the theme of 
prophet or poet. But the position of Tyre 
on its long, thin island almost compelled its 
inhabitants to a seafaring existence. Such 
an existence, concentrated on the increasing 
of gain, is always liable, out of the weakness 
or ignorance of the seller or. the purchaser, 
to become tainted. “We speak of it as the 
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venal or mercenary spirit. Isaiah says that 
it is the spirit of the harlot.” 

That spirit is foredoomed! Isaiah antici- 
pates the complete disappearance of Tyre 
from the attention of the world for the com- 
ing seventy years. Then she would revive 
to bring food for the servants of Jehovah 
and the maintenance of his house. 

How absolutely this dream or vision has 
been fulfilled! As we look around today on 
our vast missionary operations, and think of 
the thousands of godly men and women who 
are supported by money made in the United 
States, Britain and elsewhere by commerce 
and trade, we honor those consecrated souls 
who have earned it and in many cases are 
keeping in business to the end of laborious 
lives that they may be able to maintain some 
special aspect of Christian service at home 
or abroad. Hundreds of counting-houses 
are oratories of prayer, and their walls are 
saturated with strong cryings and tears. 

Lord Jesus, we thank thee for thy hal- 
lowing touch on our businesses and under- 
takings! Sanctify our aims! Hallow our 
ideals! And may we never incur lability 
without consulting thee, our great co-worker! 


Friday, 22nd. Isaiah 24. 


This is an extraordinary chapter, which 
can only be understood by comparing it 
with Romans 8.20, 21. Isaiah in the Old 
Testament and the apostle Paul in the New 
had the same vision of the effect of human 
sin on the physical earth which God made 
“Very good,” but on which man’s sin has 
brought the curse. But one day it will be 
redeemed and admitted to share in the bless- 
ings of the millennial age and beyond. 
Goethe was accustomed to say that if we 
can get away from city or town into a lonely 
place we could hear the sigh of nature like 
a imptisoned maiden longing to be made 
ree. 
The Bible, says Dr. Adam Smith, gives no 
support to the theory that matter itself is 
evil. “God saw everything that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good!’ When, 
therefore, we read that the earth was cursed 
we must remember to add, “and for thy 
sake,” i.e., “on account of thy sin” (Genesis 
3.17). The flood, the devastation of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, the plagues of Egypt, hap- 
pened because men by their transgression 
had closed up the channels along which 
God’s love and care might maintain the ver- 
dict of “very good.” There is a mysteri- 
ous sympathy between our moral life and 
our physical surroundings. As man, so the 
world in which man lives; and therefore, 
when our race returns to its allegiance to 
the Almighty there will be a new heaven 
and earth. 

Note specially verses 5 and 6! Does not 
verse 21 look forward to the desolating 
judgments which will announce the over- 
throw of the devil’s kingdom and the com- 
ing of the Son of man? The prophet’s fore- 


cast that Jehovah shall dwell in Mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem is what vast multitudes of 
Christians are praying for and reckoning 
upon. Our Saviour is coming again! 


He | 


will not be content to interfere on the be- 


half of his brethren, as Joseph did for his, 
but he will introduce a new heaven and 
earth, when our world shall sing again in 


the choirs of the stars, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain, for the 


former things will have passed away! 

Lift up our hearts, O Spirit of God, to 
greet that transformation which thou art 
preparing! We glory in the triumph of our 
Saviour’s cross, resurrection, and eternal 


reign, and the coming of the age of right- | 


eousness and peace. 


Saturday, 23rd. Isaiah 25. 


What a wonderful chapter is this! For 
untold multitudes it has given adequate ex- 
pression of griefs and yearnings, inexpressi- 
ble in our ordinary speech. Before the Ex- 
ile the Jewish people were rich, increased 
with goods, and had need of nothing. In 


such circumstances their religion dropped to | 


zero. 
was plunged in poverty. 
highborn, the priests and saints, men and 


But in the Exile the whole nation © 
The noble and | 


women of all ages, soldiers and citizens, age | 
and childhood, all were torn from their | 


homes and lands and rights. 


Imprisoned, — 


fettered, flogged, starved, with no opportu- | 


nity of culture, of art, or song; such was 
their abject stripping of all that made life 
dear. Genius, conscience and pride drank 


in a foreign land the cup of humiliating — 


poverty to the dregs; but amid it all they 
returned to the God of their fathers with 
the old faith and love. 

Listen to this song! Thou hast been and 
art a stronghold for the poor, a refuge and 
a shadow from the scorching heat. The 
song of triumph on the part of their foes 
dies down to silence, whilst God wipes 
away all tears from their eyes, and swallows 
up death in victory, and takes away the re- 
proach of his people. Moab is trodden down 
for ever. The arrogance of his pride and 
the strength of his hate cease to menace, be- 
cause God has come to the rescue of his own. 

Surely this song in all its beauty must 
have often been chanted in that second Tem- 
ple, when the returned exiles reviewed the 
past as a bad dream. 

But surely this song awaits its full oc- 
casion. Not only has it often been the ex- 
pression of saints who have been rescued 


from their persecutors and allowed a res- - 


pite, but it has been prepared for that 
greater day when the Lord Jesus shall take 
to himself his great power and reign, when 
death and Hades shall be cast into the lake 
of fire, when the, feast of the marriage sup- 
per will be celebrated, and when the re- 
proach of the curse will no longer brood 
over creation. Ah, blessed time to speak or 
think of! It makes our heart young. 
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We thank thee, Lord, for this great un- 
folding of thy eternal purpose, when thou 
shalt swallow up death in victory, and wipe 
away all tears, and make all things new! 
Make haste, O chariots of God! 


Sunday, 24th. Isaiah 26. 1-10. 


_ There is a deep unity in the Bible. Though 
its writing was spread over sixteen cen- 
turies it is pervaded from Genesis to Reve- 
lation by the conception of the kingdom of 
God, its development, conflict, anguish, appar- 
ent defeat, but permanent triumph. Proph- 
ets proclaimed it, apostles saw it growing 
to worldwide proportions, the seer of the 
Apocalypse beheld jt in its full splendor. Ba- 
bel, Babylon, Babylon the Great,—such are 
key-thoughts of the Bible. Nearly all its 
teaching might be summed up under those 
three categories. Moses, David, Isaiah, Dan- 
iel, Matthew, Paul, and John, separated in 
‘time, culture and nature, were united in a 
common belief of this transcendent truth. 
‘This profound unity is one of the most ef- 
fective evidences that Scripture contains not 
only the thoughts of men, but those of God. 
- On the other side we have the picture of 
the great antagonistic power. The sorrow 
and shame of history is Satan’s work in re- 
sisting the divine ideal and building up a 
system founded on human force, fraud and 
cunning. The mystery of iniquity is ever at 
work, counterfeiting and resisting the divine 
reign. That reign is the burden of all the 
joy notes of Scripture from Genesis to Reve- 
lation. The folly, wrong and misery of 
Babel are the burden of its deep wailing and 
despair, from the hour when Babel the 
tower of man’s vanity and pride rose on the 
plains, of Shinar to the hour when the 
mighty angel shall be heard crying, “Baby- 
lon the great is fallen! Hallelujah!” 

In this light we turn to this triumphant 
song which befits each phase of our Lord’s 
victory over the power of Satan. We have 
already entered the fellowship of the church 
on earth, and presently will enter the gate 
of the eternal city. We know in whom we 
have believed, and are persuaded that he is 
able to keep us in perfect peace against that 
crowning day. We are more than con- 
‘querors amid the storms of persecution and 
false brethren and adverse criticism. We 
‘tread on the lion and adder, and in the way 
of thy judgments await thy coming! 

We thank thee, our God, for withdrawing 
the veil and admitting us to understand the 
conflict and immortal hope of thy church! 
Ours is the franchise of the New Jerusalem. 
Our hearts are stayed on thee, keep us in 
‘perfect peace! 


\ Monday, 25th. Isaiah 26.11-21. 


Note this colloquy between thy Saviour 
and thyself! All around are foes endeavor- 
ing thy hurt. They desire to rule thee, to 
‘drown thee in despondency and despair, to 
| bind thee down in the dust. But they shall 


see his deliverance for thee, since thou hast 
determined by God alone to make mention 
of his name. Other lords had formerly do- 
minion over thee, but since then thou hast 
committed the keeping of thy soul and the 
prosecution of thy life plans to him thou 
needest to fear no evil! It is quite true, and 
we must sorrowfully confess it, that it was 
trouble which first led us to seek his help, 
and that the emergency of travail forced us 
to supplicate his aid, but that and all else 
will be forgiven and forgotten, and will not 
for a moment hinder or postpone his loving 
interposition. 

You may seem to have come to the grave, 
you have had a Lazarus experience, but he 
bids you to awake and sing. Come out of 
that grave of pessimism and self-despair ! 
Arise and sing, thou that dwellest in the 
dust! Let the dew of the refreshing love 
of Christ distil in thy quiet heart! Arise, 
thou, Lazarus, from thy long sleep, and 
thou, babe, from thy brief one, and bathe in 
the love of Christ, as a little child looks up 
into the face which looks down in tender- 
ness. 

It is quite true that this age like those be- 
fore it will end in darkening shadow. Each 
of the ten great decades of the past have had 
such a consummation. But we must re- 
member what our Saviour said when de- 
scribing the end of the present age or eon, 
“Nation shall rise against nation. Men’s 
hearts will be filled with fear for the things 
that are coming on the earth, and there shall 
be famines and earthquakes, but all these 
things are the beginning of travail.” Each 
age has ended thus, giving birth to a higher, 
and the present age will do the same, and 
give place to the new heavens and earth,— 
thy home, O child of God, by faith in the 
Lord Jesus! 


Jesus, lover of my soul, 

Let me to thy bosom fly 
While the waters onward roll, 
And the tempest still is high! 


I will enter into the chamber of thy love, 
and abide there till the last storms be over- 
past. 


Tuesday, 26th. Isaiah 27. 


It may be that the swift serpent, the levia- 
than and the dragon refer to the hostile 
forces that menaced the Jews from Babylon, 
Nineveh and Egypt. But amid all that tur- 
moil the Chosen People would be preserved 
in perfect peace if only they would be true 
to Jehovah. That little country of Judah 
was God’s vineyard, and the prophet wanted 
to put in easily remembered song his ever- 
lasting love and care. He was its vine- 
dresser. He kept it. He watered it every 
moment. Their foes were comparable to 
thorns and briars, easily destroyed by fire; 
but how much better would it be for them 
if they were to sue for peace! Whatever 
might be the result no weapon formed 
against his people could succeed. 
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Note the forecast of verse 6, which surely 
refers to Israel’s great future when they 
shall recognize Jesus as their brother and 
Saviour, and shall fill the earth with fruit! 

It is impossible to study the history of the 
Jews in the illuminating light of such chap- 
ters as these without being convinced that 
through these Gentile times, as illustrated in 
the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw, God’s 
love and care for his Chosen People have 
never slackened. He has not smitten them 
as he has smitten their persecutors. They 
have suffered from the East wind, but not 
from the deadly sirocco. Jacob has been and 
is being purged, but the Assyrian and his 
sun images are absolutely wiped out, Nine- 
veh and Babylon are deserted and forsaken 
sites. Jerusalem is rising into much of her 
former beauty, and one by one the scattered 
Jews are returning to the land of their fa- 
thers. The extent of the restored Jewish 
people will be as promised to Abraham: 
compare Genesis 15.18 with verse 12. Egypt 
and Assyria stand for the great empires of 
the world, and from all these the Jews shall 
return. We are today witnessing the fulfil- 
ment of this prediction. 

Most glorious Lord, thy words can never 
pass away! We rejoice in thy joy as thy 
own brethren and sisters are approaching 
the hour of revelation when they shall wor- 
ship thee as Lord in the holy mountain at 
‘Jerusalem. On us the ends of the ages have 
come! Hasten the consummation of thy pur- 
pose! In Jesus’ name. 


Wednesday, 27th. Isaiah 28. 14-29. 


When Isaiah threatened the politicians at 
Jerusalem with similar overthrow to that of 
Samaria they retorted that they had made 
plans and alliances which would give them 
immunity. He replied: 

“There is only one foundation on which 
you can build securely from the overflowing 
scourge of Assyrian invasion, and if you 
build there you would not need to make the 
haste which is carrying your emissaries 
hither and thither seeking help. If only you 
would realize this message now, how happy 
you would be! If you reject it you make 
your covenant with death and your bargain 
with hell, neither of which shall stand. The 
bed you are making for yourselves is too 
small, the covering too scant.” 

What a profound lesson is here! In times 
of trouble we wander here and there seeking 
advice and help. Our plans are often made 
hurriedly, and prove to be absolutely illu- 
sory. How much wiser to trust our respon- 
sibilities and anxieties on God! He has laid 
in our Saviour a tried stone on which we 
can build with absolute assurance. I am 
increasingly assured that trials and tempta- 
tions are permitted to assail us in order to 
test us, and if possible to open to our hearts 
that simple faith in God’s provisions which 
never fail. 

In the closing paragraph Isaiah reminds 
his hearers that as the farmer has different 
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methods for different kinds of soil, and he’! 
deals with each crop and each soil on a dii- 
ferent principle, so it is with God. He is) 
wonderful in his power of adapting his dis-: 
cipline or his help to the peculiar charactery 
or circumstance with which he is called to) 
deal. This explains many of the problems of? 
human experience. In a group of friends; 
who are discussing God’s dealings there will] 
not be one which is identical with the other. | 
Take heart, O tempted soul! He is won--; 
derful in his counsel, and his wisdom never’ 
fails to carry things to a successful end if: 
only we do not meddle with his work. | 

Heavenly Father, we pray thee to forgive’ 
us that we run to and fro seeking the help: 
of man instead of handing all over to thy) 
gracious providence! Give us a simple,, 
childlike faith which relies absolutely on the» 


parent’s judgment and help! In Jesus’! 

name. 

Thursday, 28th. Isaiah 29. | 
Ariel is Jerusalem, David’s city. In the; 


following year Jehovah would allot it to be: 
besieged by the Assyrians under Sennach- 

erib. She would then be filled with mourn- 
ing and lamentation. The ocean surge of’ 
her lamentation would reach to the heavens. | 
When she had proudly boasted to herself, , 
then she would suddenly awake to her awful | 
peril, like a dreamer who in his dreams had 
been sitting at a richly provisioned table, | 
but suddenly awakes to find himself faint; 
and ravenous for food. She would find her-— 
self unbefriended by those who had promised 

to stand beside her. Her reliance on allies | 
was to live in a dreamland, and to be abso- 

lutely hopeless as to any substantial help. 

Verses 9-12. This vision, the prophet goes 
on to say, would not be understood by the 
nation because their prophets and seers were 
wrapped in profound sleep. So dense and 
stupid were they that the plainest predic- 
tions were only as a sealed roll which even 
those who had learnt to read would be un- 
able to understand. The Temple services 
might be maintained, but they were formal. 
Yet surely a more intimate acquaintance 
with the ways and purposes of Jehovah was 
necessary. 

Verses 13-24. But the most amazing fact 
of all was that God in his own way and 
time was prepared ‘to give the beloved city 
another chance. In answer to the faith of 
the king and the prayers of Isaiah the 
enemy would be compelled to withdraw. 
Sennacherib’s proud army would become as 
a forest floor strewn with withered leaves. 
The God who redeemed would once more 
step in to deliver his children, and Jacob 
should not be ashamed, neither should his 
face wax pale. Surely then the tide of 
popular emotion would once more flow back 
in faith and love! 

Let us test ourselves by verses 19, 20, 23, 
and 24! We have been redeemed from a 
worse tyranny than Sennacherib’s. Again 
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and again God has interposed on our behalf. 
Do we not take the work of redemption too 
much as a matter of course? Oh that our 
hearts were softer in memory of his re- 
_ deeming love! 


_ Lord God the Holy Spirit, thou blessed 

source of contrition, repentance and renewal, 
perform in us thy complete purpose, that we 
may properly estimate our indebtedness to 
God’s love and may pour forth abundant 
streams of humble love and devoted conse- 
| cration! In Jesus’ name. 


Friday, 29th. Isaiah 30. 1-18. 


This chapter and the next contain Isaiah’s 
denunciation of the policy of Hezekiah’s ad- 
visers who insisted on an Egyptian alliance 
(1-5). Egypt could not help nor profit, but 
/ would be for shame and reproach. In verse 
6 we see the caravan of the Hebrew’s sup- 
plication for help making its way through 
the desert, a land of trouble and anguish. 
But Egypt would sit still. Her befitting 

name was Braggart. She could fulminate 
» her challenge, but was impotent to fulfil her 
| boasts. Apparently no persuasion that Isa- 
iah could employ availed to arrest the policy 
| that now wrought through the masses of 
his nation, and the proposed alliances with 
heathen peoples would end in the overthrow 
of their city (12-14). 

In one of the noblest outbursts of the 
whole book (15-18) Isaiah pleads with his 
nation to return to the God of their fathers. 

“Return to him!” he cries. “Rest in him! 
Be quiet and confide in him! In quietness 
and confidence shall be your strength.” 

What blessed words are these! They are 
as fresh and applicable to ourselves as when 
first spoken. When we.are in trouble we 
are apt to go hither and thither for help. 
We write letters. Oh, sit still, my heart! 
In returning and rest, in quiet and confi- 
dence, shall be thy strength. 

God foresees the tragedy which must be- 
fall if we insist on seeking human help. He 
knows that misfortune will be swifter than 
any horses on which we can ride, therefore 
he waits. The word “judgment” means 
“method.” The Almighty has one supreme 
method which he cannot vary to meet our 
whims. Our true policy in times of an- 
guished fear is to wait. Yes, the hours may 
seem to drag heavily, but God’s help will 
arrive not a second too soon, nor a second 
too late. 

Quiet my heart, O Spirit of God, that its 
flutterings may cease, and that I may be 
enabled to wait on the Lord, to reckon on 
his faithfulness! Grant to me the inesti- 
mable gift of the quiet heart! In Jesus’ 
name. 


Saturday, 30th. Isaiah 30. 19-33. 


We come today to one of the most exqui- 
site passages in Isaiah’s prophecies. Amid 
all the changes wrought by the Assyrian 
policy of shifting whole populations to 


places distant from their homes we learn 
that Judah should not now be subjected to 
the fate of the Ten Tribes. The siege would 
surely come, and they would know some- 
thing of the bread of adversity and the 
water of affliction, but Jehovah would be 
near, speaking to his people not only by 
their sorrows, but even more by their 
teachers the prophets and by the still small 
voice of his Spirit. And presently, noise- 
lessly, the enemy would vanish, and once 
more the land would open to agriculture, 
the streams would flow as before, and the 
Lord’s gentle hand would bind up their 
wounds and soothe their spirits. 

How tender and attractive are these words 
to sufferers who may read these lines! _Be 
of good cheer! Take to heart these sweet 
promises of God, and ask that the counter- 
part of these blessings may be granted in 
your experience! 

The latter part of this chapter, 27-33, de- 
scribes the coming of Sennacherib’s troops. 
They are terrible, and yet there was a sense 
in which they were called into existence by 
the Almighty. “The name of the Almighty 
cometh from afar.” The advance is com- 
pared to a thunderstorm, and then to a 
mountain torrent. In verse 28 we have the 
final check given apparently by the AI- 
mighty, as when a wild animal is lassoed 
and brought to its knees. 

Notice the profound teaching here! Je- 
hovah permitted the Assyrian to come be- 
cause of the deep lesson it would teach the 
king and people, and that certain abuses 
must be checked. Thus we have an example 
of the persuasive providence of God. His 
grace surrounds and keeps his people, but 
if they sin they break the cordon of his 
protection. When we repent and turn again 
to him the song breaks forth in the black 
night, and our heart is filled with gladness. 


Our Father, we realize that thou dost 
need to discipline us when we cease from 
walking in thy faith and fear! Make us 
more sensitive to thy Holy Spirit, that with 
gladness of heart we may once more return 
to thee! In Jesus’ name. : 


Sunday, 31st. Isaiah 31. 


We have in this chapter three beautiful 
synonyms for God. 

Wise, 1-3. The Jewish politicians were 
boasting of their wisdom in having secured 
the Egyptian alliance. But it was clever- 
ness rather than wisdom, and was not des- 
tined to help them. Why did they not con- 
sult the Almighty? Was his wisdom only 
of heavenly and religious matters? Had he 
not the power to infuse men like Isaiah with 
a wisdom for earthly and human politics? 
Surely the boast of wisdom was mockery in 
these evil counselors at that dread hour of 
Jerusalem’s destiny, when they turned from 
the light of the shekinah to human counse- 
lors and worldly stratagems. Not only in 
religious matters but in the daily ordering 
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of life, if any man lack wisdom let him ask 
of God, who giveth liberally! 

As a lion, 4. The lion is more than a 
match for the group of shepherds who stand 
against him with their crooks. Notwith- 
standing their shouting he calmly persists. 
Does not this mean that the omnipotence of 
God would shelter Jerusalem? All the 
neighboring nations might assail in vain 
whilst the Lion of the Tribe of Judah stood 
sentry. If you are dreading the attack of 
man, flee to the Almighty! 

As a mother bird and her nest, 5. Sup- 
pose that we are about to raid a nest in a 
neighboring hedge, suddenly the mother 
bird, who is keenly watching, tries to dis- 
tract our attention. Or if a hawk is in the 
air*she hovers over her young. 


How sweet and pitiful these words are! 
How near the Almighty comes to us! We 
are reminded of him who said that he longed - 
to gather Jerusalem under his wings. Amid 
all the fret and anxiety of your life, dare te © 
believe in a love that will not let you go! ’ 
Even sin cannot permanently hinder or ar- 
rest the personal love of him concerning 
whom Paul said: “He loved me and gave » 
himself for me”! 

O heavenly Father, we can never thank | 
thee enough for thy holy Word and the 
many methods by which thou wouldest gain 
our confidence! Give us grace to return 
unto our rest beneath the shadow of thy 
wings! In Jesus’ name. 


(To be continued.) 


LEARN AND GROW THROUGH READING! 


Commentary on the Four Gospels, by 
David Smith. Doubleday, Doran and 


Co., Garden City, N. Y. Three volumes 
—Matthew, 519 pages; Mark—Luke, 150 
—320 pages; John, 313 pages. Each $3.50; 
$10 the set. 


Prof. David Smith of Belfast. 


There is a fragrance in the writings of Dr. 


Smith such as we find in few other living 
expositors. He must be saint as well as 
scholar. 

His scholarship no one has questioned 


since he wrote his life of Christ, “The Days 
of His Flesh,” a generation ago. 

The rich treasure he offers in this work is 
not in formal textbook or commentary style. 
It reads easily. It is permeated with devo- 
tional fervor. It is written from the heart 
experience of the author. 

A 20-page Introduction to the Four Gos- 
pels begins Volume I. Matthew is divided 
into two main sections: Our Lord’s birth and 
childhood, chapters 1 and 2, and his public 


‘ministry, 3 to 28. The first section, 22 pages 


in all, is further divided for purposes of 
comment into seven parts, and similarly with 
the second section, and with the other two 
volumes. 

We are grateful to own a copy of this 
work, and to sit at Dr. Smith’s feet and 
catch something of his spirit—F. 


A New One-Volume Commentary: 
Is It Worthwhile? 


New Commentary on Holy Scripture, in- 
cluding the Apocrypha (A), edited by 
Charles Gore, Henry Leighton Goudge, 
and Alfred Guillaume. Macmillan Co., 
New York. Size, 6% x 9% inches, 1% 
inches thick. $5. 

The eagerness with which we anticipated this 

volume has wilted more and more as we have 

examined it. Not that we venture to tilt just 
now with the numerous scholars who have 


Commentary on the Four Gospels. 
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contributed to it: only that we fail to discern 
its function as a good or worthwhile com- 
mentary. 

It is in three parts: Old Testament 697 
pages, Apocrypha 158 pages, New Testament 

6 pages. 

Of the 697 pages of Old Testament matter 
some 536 pages are given to the text from 
Genesis to Malachi, the balance to miscella- 
neous articles such as “The Bible in the 
Church,” “The Function of Literary and His- 
torical Criticism,” “Advice to the Ordinary 
Reader of the Historical Books,” “The Geog- 
‘raphy of the Holy Land,” “Texts and Ver- 
sions,’ “The Mystical Interpretation of the 
Old Testament,” and a few others. Does one 
expect material of that sort to occupy the 
pages of a commentary? 

Obviously the comments on the text within 
such small compass must be scrappy. Thus, 
Genesis 1 yields short paragraphs only on 
verses 1 and 26. 

This leads us to say that the Preface ex- 
plains that this commentary is intended to 
supply the want of a commentary embodying 
“legitimate” results of modern criticism. So 
the reader knows what to expect. It is a 
sectarian brief for moderate modern criticism, 
mostly negations and guesswork. 

The list of contributors gives 56 names, all 
Anglicans. Two are Americans, and of the 
rest few are known in this country. This 
writer reviews several Protestant Episco- 
_palian exchanges every week and month, but 
has never seen most of these names men- 
tioned, nor, indeed, several of the institutions 
where they are professors. All of which may 
prove that there are more capable devout 
scholars of the Bible than we have thought. 
On the other hand it may not, as these are 
not original scholars, only second-hand men. 

The Anglican atmosphere and bias neces- 

sarily limit the value of the book for general 
use. Thus, Mary is referred to as B. V. 
Mary. The Anglican sacerdotal viewpoint 
dominates interpretation. 
_ The order of books follows that of King 
James, except that Mark is placed first in the 
New Testament in line with current critical 
views, and Philemon is attached to Colos- 
-sians. 

Of course preachers and other students of 
the Word will learn much about the Bible— 

and much that is not so,—from these distin- 
guished contributors, and no doubt copies 
will find their way to the shelves of many 
ministers outside the Episcopalian denomina- 
tion. 

Lest these judgments be considered igno- 
rant and captious we conclude with a para- 
graph by Dean Inge. Apparently he regrets 
that the standpoint of the “New Commen- 
tary” is not even more advanced. Pointing 

out that all the articles dealing with the most 
controversial topics are written by scholars 
belonging to one party in the church, the 
~Gorian school of High Anglicans or Anglo- 
Catholics, he complains that the writers 
“start with certain fixed assumptions, to 


Bishop Charles Gore. 


which reason and evidence have to conform.” 
He says that though they are willing to sur- 
render the historical accuracy of everything 
which is recorded only in the Bible, they re- 
fuse to call in question anything which is also 
asserted in the creeds, and protests that “in 
criticism nothing is more irrational than this 
kind of rationalism.”—F. 


Lives of Lord Jesus. 


How One Man Changed the World: A 
Story Told for Boys and Girls, by 
Ferdinand O. Blanchard. Pilgrim Press, 
Boston. 130 pages, illustrated. $1.50. 

Dr. Blanchard, who is pastor of Euclid Ave- 

nue Congregational Church in Cleveland, 

dedicates this book “To Virginia, for whom 
this was written that she might know and 
understand.” 

The author says he has no purpose to 
teach any of the doctrines the church has 
developed regarding Jesus, but to show him 
as a normal young man of his day. 

On the second page he writes: 

‘It has been thought that [Joseph and 
Mary’s] little boy was born in a small city 
called Bethlehem. . . We do not know 
surely about this.” 

Poor Virginia, to be treated to poisoned 
candy like that, and by a minister! 

This cowardly rationalism vitiates . the 
whole book.—F. 


Life of Jesus for Junior High School Pu- 
pils (The), by James Banford McKen- 
dry. Judson Press, Philadelphia. 256 
pages, illustrated. $1.50. 

As community director of Religious Educa- 

tion in Oak Park and River Forest, Ill., the 

author compiled this life and has used it with 
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success for several years. By junior high 
school pupils he means the 7th and 8th 
grades. 

The contents appear in 37 lessons, cover- 
ing a school year. These are grouped in 
eight parts, of which the first is “The Coun- 
try and Its People,’—Palestine, the Jordan 
Valley, the Jewish people, their occupations. 
Each chapter is printed in short sections 
with subtitles, and Questions, Bible Read- 
ings, and Readings for Pupils are appended. 

It seems to be a business-like manual, 
everything practical and to the point, and 
well printed. It gives the facts about Jesus 
without whittling them down or misrepre- 
senting them. 


Master (The), by Walter Russell Bowie. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 328 
pages. $2.50. 

The title of this book is significant. It is 

written by one whom Jesus Christ has mas- 

tered and who therefore has mastered the 
secret of the Master. 

It is the book of a scholar as well as of a 
Christian. It is genuinely fundamental, for 
Dr. Bowie gets far below the surface of 
things and reveals their essentials. He 
knows history, and he knows his Bible as 
well. The style is direct and frank without 
being angular or pugnacious. 

Never have more lives of Christ been writ- 
ten than today, yet this volume will be read 
by many, and all who read it will be prof- 
ited. Here is a picture of the times of Je- 
sus that furnishes the background, that re- 
veals not so much the figure of the Master 
as his spirit and soul. The book is en- 
riched with quotations from friends and crit- 
ics, and from authors as far apart as Kahil 
Gibran and Wilfred Grenfell. There is in- 
formation here too. Do you know that the 
phrase “Son of man” is used for the first 
time in the Book of Daniel? Are you puz- 
zled as to the need of Christ’s baptism; as 
to the meaning of his temptation; or his 
words, “Peace, be still!’ in the storm on the 
Lake of Galilee? I for one wish my Mo- 
hammedan guide in Constantinople, who ob- 
jected to the Master’s command to turn the 
other cheek to one’s enemy, could read page 
151 of this book. 

In another place Dr. Bowie writes: “This 
understanding of the divinity of Jesus and 
of what it means,—the understanding which 
he himself inspired,—is the only one which 
greatly matters.” ; 

_That is the keynote of the book. We ad- 
vise all to read it for themselves, for any 
review is inadequate. You cannot imprison 
atmosphere in words. You cannot define 
spirit from the dictionary. You cannot copy 
colors mixed by an old master. You cannot 
measure perspective with a yardstick. 

There are two things which would make 
the book better, however. One is the omis- 
sion of the publisher’s comment on the 
jacket, “The author has captured the dra- 
matic surge of Christ’s life,’—Dr. Bowie has 


done much more than that. The other is the 
absence of an index, which in such a book is 
without excuse.—H. P. 


The Study of the Bible. ; 


Cardinal Ideas of Jeremiah, by Charles 
E. Jefferson. Macmillan Co., New York. | 
220 pages. $2. | 

For a generation the pastor of the Broad- | 

way Tabernacle, New York City, has been 

known for his gift of exposition. He has , 

performed a great service in former years | 

by his writings on Christian doctrine and | 
the Christian church. Of late years he 
has specialized more definitely on Biblical 
themes. Two years ago he wrote a re- 
markably interesting and timely volume on 

the cardinal ideas of Isaiah. This is a com- . 

panion volume. : g 
Everything that Dr. Jefferson writes 1s 

clear, concise, full of thought-provoking | 

comment. This volume presents in readable 
and convincing fashion the message of Jere- 
miah as it relates to our times. The many 
who have learned to value Dr. Jefferson’s 
books will not be disappointed in this.—F. F. | 


Epochs Connected with the Second Com- 
ing of Christ: Studies in Eschatology, | 
by Herbert W. Cox. Marshall, Morgan 
and Scott, London. 212 pages, with dia- , 
grams. 5/-. 

A most satisfactory book on a theme that 

ought to receive its fair share of study, but | 

doesn’t ! ‘ : 

It is plain and straightforward. It gives | 
chapter and verse for its arguments. It 
faces derision and criticism and objections 
frankly and good-naturedly. It is inclusive | 
of almost every detail that one can think of., 
It is rarely fanciful or speculative, and never 
without saying so. 

In addition to the usual topics one expects 
in such a study this author gives his views 
as derived from the Word on the bride and 
the body of Christ; the building of God; 
Will Babylon be Rebuilt? He is posted on — 
the latest movements in Bible lands that 
seem to fit in with the fulfilment of prophecy. 

We welcome the book on account of its 
healthy tone as well as its studious char- 
acter.—F. 


First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians 
(The): An Exposition, by Charles R. 
Erdman. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. 158 pages. $1. 

Dr. Erdman sees permanent principles under 

the local and temporary questions treated by 

Paul in this letter: hence the value of its 

study for the peace and purity and progress 

of the church today. 

The style of the book follows that of its 
predecessors,—expositions, section by sec- 
tion, with distinctive titles and scholarly 
grasp of its teachings. The tone is devout, 
the literary finish well above the average. 


General Epistles (The): Studies in the 
Letters of James, Peter, John and Jude, 


A Different Life of Moses. 


by Samuel McPheeters Glasgow. Flem- 

eae Revell Co., New York. 169 pages. 
Dr. Glasgow’s Foreword is mighty good. He 
wants his reader to have a regular time and 
place (if possible) for personal study of 
ithe Bible, and to set his mind to work on it. 
“A study is a study, not a picnic,” not pious 
absorption of truths without thoughtful and 
isustained effort: allowing also, of course, 
for spiritual discernment. 
__ The seven General Epistles are studied by 
the book and chapter methods, keeping close 
to the text all the time but lighting it up and 
explaining it effectively. 

The result is a profitable study of a por- 
tion of the Bible that is not overworked. 


Glory of the Cross (The), by Dr. S. M. 
Zwemer. Marshall Brothers, London. 128 
pages. 3/6. 

A devotional study of the cross of Christ in 

ten chapters by the distinguished missionary 

to the Moslems. ’ 

There is a wealth of Scriptural quotation 
and a frank facing of modern rationalistic 
attacks. There are some striking illustra- 
tions, and each chapter is introduced with 

‘some arresting sentences from the writings 

‘of a Christian saint or martyr or thinker. 

‘There are three excellent reproductions of 

famous paintings, two dealing with the cru- 

‘cifixion and the third with the resurrection. 

|Most important, however, is the vivid ex- 

'perience of the efficacy of Christ’s atone- 

‘ment in the life and work of the author. He 

'writes with the power and conviction of one 

who has found the reality of the cross.—F. F. 


Gospel of the Kingdom (The), with an 
Examination of Modern Dispensation- 
alism, by Philip Mauro. Hamilton 
Bros., Boston. 258 pages. $2. 

/Our verdict in this case is—Not proven! It 

‘is not an “examination.” It is a lawyer’s 

one-sided, hard-hitting attack. The jury- 

-man reader gets suspicious and weary of the 

one-sided repetitious pounding, feeling that 

isolated expressions (sometimes anonymous, ) 

/ are detached and exaggerated out of all pro- 

portion, and indeed fairness. We could say 

a lot more. 

Sleep on, Dr. Scofield! No need for you 
to rise from the dead to defend yourself 
against this vicious attack! Its spirit and 
-tub-thumping method deflate itself —F. 


‘Homes of the Psalms: Their Original 
Meaning and Structure Illustrated by 
the Surroundings in Which They Were 
First Used, by Stacy Waddy. Mac- 
millan Co., New York. 296 pages. $2.40. 
| Here is something original, not in idea but 
in study and research! The author has 
| worked hard to unravel the structure of the 
| Psalms, and their meaning and uses, finding 
/ in the original Hebrew text rubrics and geo- 
| graphical and other references that help to 
| elucidate his task. 

A chapter shows losses and gains in trans- 
‘lation. Certain psalms are identified in their 
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use with the Tabernacle, Mount Gerizim, and 
other sites. Living in Palestine enabled the 
author to see how the life, scenery and cus- 
toms of the people were reflected in the 
Psalms. An Index of Scripture references 
proves most useful. 

One must sit down with this book and the 
Bible and follow out the hints he gives. 


Jeremiah: His Time and Work, by Adam 
C. Welch. Oxford University Press, New 
York. 263 pages. 

Prof. Welch of New College, Edinburgh, is 

a leading Old Testament scholar who has 

specialized on Jeremiah. 

This is not a commentary. It consists of 
a dozen chapters which seek to set the 
prophet in close relation to his period and to 
construe his message in this light. They dis- 
cuss the relation of Jeremiah to national 
reform, to the exiles, to the future, etc., also 
toward the essentials and other aspects of 
religion. 

The study is for the advanced student, 
who will be repaid by the evident clearness 
of the author’s vision as he follows through 
his views. 


Moses (The Life of), by Edmond Fleg, 
translated from the French by Stephen 
Haden Guest. E. P. Dutton & Co., New 
York. 276 pages. $3. 

The author is advertised as a French Jew, 

a poet, and a scholar. His book gives fine 

evidence of all three—all four—points. Even 

in the translation there is the precision of a 

French linguist, the racial consciousness of 

the Jew, the touch of poetic imagination, the 

fruit of a scholarly background. Even the 

Table of Contents fires one’s'own imagina- 

tion as one reads the chapter titles. 

M. Fleg does not kow-tow to science and 
criticism, which he is wise enough to see 
would leave us with a mass of unverifiable 
conjecture. He takes the story of Scripture 
and the exegesis of the rabbis, and con- 
structs a life of Moses different from what 
Protestants are used to, but rich in the tradi- 
tions of Israel. Regarding himself as the 
heir of the story-tellers of the Talmud, of 
their spirit and their language, he rethinks 
and recasts their material in the light of his 
own imagination of Moses as a real man. 

There is much that obviously will not 
stand critical tests, yet the liberally quoted 
opinions and applications of rabbis (whose 
names are given,) are often what we find in 
current commentaries. Any Bible student 
will find stimulus in this new depiction of a 
mighty character. Indeed, on the last page, 
closing the chapter entitled “The Kiss of 
God,” M. Fleg reaches a climax by placing 
Moses higher than Adam—Noah—Abraham 
—Jacob, seating him beneath the throne of 
God’s glory awaiting the hour of the Mes- 
siah. 

Paul and the Intellectuals: The Epistle 
to the Colossians, by Archibald Thomas 
Robertson. Doubleday, Doran and Co., 
Garden City, N. Y. 217 pages. $2. 


ee 


Page 188 


Gnosticism is specified by Dr. Robertson as 
the heresy Paul fought in the letter to the 
Colossians. A prisoner in Rome, Paul could 
not endure to see the glory of Jesus Christ 
obscured by the mist and fog of Gnosticism. 
The conflict makes the epistle difficult, but 
Paul successfully exalts Christ as head of 
the universe in nature and in grace. 

Dr. Robertson pursues the subject in his 
well known style. The text is examined in 
close detail. Other scholars have been read 
and drawn upon,—the “Brief Bibliography” 
at the end lists over a hundred volumes 
in several languages. But while analyzing 
with a microscope Dr. Robertson also gives 
telescopic views of Paul’s arguments. With 
this book one is surely equipped to master 
Colossians. 


Biblical Introduction. 


Background of the Bible (The): A Hand- 
book of Biblical Introduction, by Henry 
Kendall Booth. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
New York. 281 pages. $2. 

A good deal of ground is covered in this 
book, which begins at the beginning and 
works through to the romance of the Bible 
in English, Much of the matter is found 
in other books, but the author brings data 
up to date as determined by archeological 
and other research. His style is clear and 
clever. He vivifies all that he touches. 

Dr. Booth’s viewpoint is that of advanced 
criticism or rationalism, which among other 
things regards inspiration not as verbal but 
personal; sets the authority of the Bible not 
on tradition, infallibility or churchly sanc- 
tion but on its own intrinsic value; adopts 
the evolutionary view of its contents. Take 
it or leave it as such! 


Bible True (The), by An Unknown 
Christian. Marshall Bros., London. 144 
pages. 2/6. 

Written to reassure those whose faith in the 

Bible is being shaken by modern criticism, 

the author does not try to meet the critics 

on the ground of their speculations, but 
takes the Bible and from it deduces argu- 
ments and information that support his the- 
sis. Among 12 in all there are chapters on 

“Bible Difficulties,’ “How the Bible Came 

into Being,” and “Verbal Inspiration.” 
This author has several earlier most help- 

ful and constructive books to his credit. 


Biblical Archaeology (An Introduction 
to): A Textbook for School and Home, 
by George S. Duncan.: Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York. 174 pages. $1.75. 

The author calls his book an applied arche- 
ology, since his purpose is to state briefly 
the bearings of discoveries on some of the 
more important teachings of the Bible. He 
follows advanced critical views, advocates 
theistic evolution, says the Java man “lived 
about 500,000 B. C.,” and exploits other 
views that will not command unanimous ac- 
ceptance. When he sticks to facts his story 
is fascinating and useful. 


Record of Christian Work. 
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Book in the Light of the Books (The): 
An Introduction to a Comprehensives 
Knowledge of the Bible, by Williamr 
Ray Dobyns. Fleming H. Revell Co., New; 
York. 188 pages. $1.75. 

The subtitle is ambitious, but we grant that! 

the author makes good. 
An introductory chapter on “The Study) 

of the Bible” says some true things abouty 
the need and importance of it, how to gop 
about it, and what implements are necessary} 

Chapters are then given to the larger topi-- 

cal divisions of the books,—Law, History. 

Poetry, Prophecy, Gospel, Testimony, Reve-- 

lation. These studies give the reader—or' 

hearer, as the substance of the book has been: 
delivered in numerous churches,—a reason-- 
able grasp of the purpose and main points; 
of each book. : 
Dr. Dobyns’ animated style maintains; 
one’s keen interest right through. 


“God Spake All These Words,” by James: 
H. Brookes. Bible Institute Colportage} 
Association, Chicago. 96 pages. 40 and! 
75 cents. | 

Dr. Brookes of St. Louis was a doughty’ 
champion of the Bible a generation or two) 
ago. He knew more about the Bible and its: 
nature and contents than most men who are: 
talking and writing about it today. His; 
volume is as sound today as when it was) 
written. 


Christianity Examined. ; 
Case for Christianity (The), by Clement 

F. Rogers. Harper & Brothers, New 

York. 278 pages. $3. 
Certainly a unique book! Professor Rogers 
has had the rare courage and ability to face 
on Sunday afternoon for years the heckling 
crowds in Hyde Park, London, to answer 
their criticisms of Christianity. This book is 
the outcome. No one could do this unless he 
was a keen and rapid thinker, and no one 
could do it without developing an ability te 
meet the practical difficulties that are facing 
men today. | 

Professor Rogers reveals in this book that 
he knows men. In a subtile way it is differ- 
ent from the ordinary book on apologetics. 
Such take their form from the mental view- 
point of the writer. Here the starting point 
is the way the man in the street sees things. 
The result is a book that goes to the heart of 
vital points from start to finish. It follows 
the trail of the crowd, but this does not take 
our author away from the deepest and best 
scholarship. The book is full of quotations 
and references to every kind of literature, 
and ranges over a great variety of subjects, 
morals, theology, philosophy, Biblical intro- 
duction, creation, Christian theism. - Wher- 
ever the crowd leads him he follows. 

As a book on apologetics it ranks with the 
best. The positions taken are thoroughly 
evangelical. For example, he says, “Critical 
study corroborates the Christian claim that 
(Jesus) was perfect God and perfect man, 


who rose from the dead to found a church 
}in which he still lives among us.” He de- 
| fends the virgin birth of our Lord, and runs 
down the various so called parallels found 
}in ancient literature. In the Appendix we 
jhave a study of the crowd psychology that 
‘is exceedingly informing. It is a book to 
jread and read again —S. C. H. 


Christ and Society, by Charles Gore. 
| Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 
218 pages. $2. 

This book consists of six Halley Stewart 
Lectures delivered by Bishop Gore at St. 
Botolph’s Church in the city of London. 
They constitute a powerful discussion of 
four fundamental propositions which the 
author sustains. They may be briefly stated 
as follows: 

(1) The present condition of society must 
cause a dissatisfaction so deep as to demand 
a revolutionary change: which, however, 
must be by peaceful means; 

(2) The evils of society are not the in- 
/evitable result of unchangeable laws. They 
are to be altered, however, by a change of 
spirit in men; 

(3) The change is not to be expected as 
the result of conversions of masses of men, 
but of small groups of men led by a few in- 
tense individuals; 

(4) “Jesus Christ is really the Saviour 
and Redeemer of mankind in its social as well 
as its individual life . . and there lies 
upon those who believe in him a responsibil- 
‘ity . ..'. to be true to the principles which 
he taught, and by all available means to 
| bring them to bear upon the whole life of 
}any society of which they form a part, es- 
pecially when it professes the Christian 
name.” 
| With great clarity, energy and logical 

force the author upholds these theses, carry- 

ing his audience through the great periods of 
European history, and illustrating and sup- 
porting his contentions by a wide range of 
|reference to authorities and thinkers from 
the “Psalms of Solomon” to the writings of 
Leon Trotsky. 

It is a strong, brave book, and one that 
American Christians would do well to take 
' quite seriously despite the fact that the 
“Practical Measures” advocated in the last 
lecture are suggested with specific reference 
to conditions in the author’s own country, 
Great Britain—W. O. S. 


Christianity and Success, by Edwin Holt 


—— 


] 
Hughes. Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 
' Tenn. 182 pages. 

~The Cole Lectures for 1928 at Vanderbilt 
University. 


Bishop Hughes is a clear thinker and a 
great preacher. In this series he has taken 
the American passion for success and 
brought it both to the test and the purifica- 
tion of our Christian faith. His study falls 
‘into six divisions, and leaves little to be 
added, except of course as others may in- 
sert their own illustrations. 


Christianity Examined and Applied. 
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Christianity Reborn, by L. L. Leh. Mac- 

millan Co., New York. 225 pages. $2. 
Mr. Leh, a graduate of Lancaster Theological 
Seminary, is at present a pastor at Hum- 
boldt, Iowa. He has written a book in the 
interests of a new and better Christianity: 
at least that is his opinion. It may be some- 
thing better, but whatever it is it is not 
Christianity. From the frank and reckless 
manner in which Mr. Leh states his opinions 
one is surprised that he calls his religion 
Christianity. He refers to Christ only once 
or twice. Real religion for him centers 
around the realization of the true, the beauti- 
ful and the good. Just how this is religion 
he does not say. This would suggest some- 
thing that is not Christianity, but akin to 
paganism. He does insist on man’s need of 
the spiritual, which he defines as “seeking 
harmony, insight and creative achievement.” 
Spirituality with God left out! Frankly, it 
is a strange picture. It is a religion prac- 
tically without prayer, without a Bible, with- 
out much emphasis on personal sin, without 
a Saviour, without any well defined hope 
save the hope of an improved world for the 
generations following —S. C. H. 


Christianity That Always Triumphs and 
the Glory that Excelleth (The): Is It 
Ours? by Thomas Payne. Marshall 
Brothers, London. 156 pages. 2/6. 

The Holy Spirit is designated as the only 
source of power and success in personal holi- 
ness and witnessing, evangelism, daily life, 
triumph over all other religions. An earnest 
plea is made that he be given his rightful 
place. 


Drift of the Day (The), by Burris Jen- 
kins. Willett, Clark & Colby, Chicago. 
201 pages. $2.00. 

The trend in religion as noted by the author 

of this book is far more than the drift that 

the title implies. It speaks for good 
sportsmanship that a volume treating of 
the subjects herein contained should be 
reviewed in the Record, for the interpreta- 
tion of these subjects by the Record and 
by the author would be vastly different. 

Such themes as the infallibility of the Bi- 

ble, the manner of creation, heaven and 

hell, the Trinity, prayer, and the second 
coming are explained from the modern 
point of view. We only use the word 

“modern” for want of better. 

The chapters are written in popular 
English and are thoroughly good tem- 
pered, and we commend them heartily to 
Fundamentalists who are brave enough to 
have someone differ from them without 
getting angry. A good many true’ things 
will be found in this book, and after all 
the facts of life interest honest men not 
because they are old or new, but because 
they are true.—H. P. 


Fundamental Christianity, by Francis L. 
Patton. Macmillan Co., New York. 334 
pages. $1.50. 


————_ 
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This volume is the outcome of five familiar 
lectures delivered before the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va. They have 
that piquancy of phrase and aptness in illus- 
tration which chain the attention and get 
across, even to the layman, truths that are 
abstract but vital, but which often fail to 
interest because the writer has not the ability 
to mix well the concrete with the abstract. 

Dr: Patton knows the fields of philosophy, 
theology and science as few men of his time 
know them. He has digested his knowledge 
well and wisely. 

The absurdity of behaviorism and other 
isms is exposed in the theistic view of the 
world. 

What. is the seat of authority in religion? 
Is it the reason, the church or the Bible? The 
answer given is clear, whether convincing or 
no. 
What of the new Christianity? Specific 
articles of faith are by it stigmatized as old, 
and the implication is that this is an argument 
against them. It speaks much of Jesus and 
his way of living, and little of Christ and his 
death and its significance. The writer says 
of it: “This train makes no stops. The next 
station is agnosticism.” 

Dr. Patton takes up the specific proofs of 
the deity of Christ, though he holds that the 
cumulative force of all the arguments is 
greater than the force of any one of them, 
and that all show Christ to be the incarnate 
Son of God. He views the Pauline theology 
as the supreme interpretation of the mission 
of Christ, and Paul the man as the supreme 
example for the ministry of Christ. 

He refuses the label Fundamentalist or 
Modernist, claiming to be enough of a 
Modernist to feel that he has a right to live 
in the 20th century and too much of a Funda- 
mentalist to renounce his heritage of faith 
for the sake of being in fashionable com- 
pany.—T. C. 


Paganism in our Christianity (The), by 
Arthur Weigall. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
New York. 277 pages. $2.50. 

This book has attracted a good deal of at- 

tention on the other side of the water. It 

has its place in the controversy over the re- 
vision of the prayerbook. 

It is a strange book. In one way it is 
calculated to do harm, yet it is written with 
earnestness and something of the reformer’s 
spirit. 

Mr. Weigall shows a thorough acquaint- 
ance with mythology and the details of old 
pagan worship. His general approach to the 
New Testament is “to delete from the story 
of our kord all that is incredible or repug- 
nant to the modern intelligence.” He con- 
tends that the Gospels were not written till 
near the close of the first century, or in the 
first part of the second, and “are therefore 
open to the charge of being fiction.’ This 
gives him an apparent right to play fast and 
loose with the Gospel narratives, which he 
proceeds to do. 


From his knowledge of mythology he se- _ 


lects such stories as seem to be similar to 


ph Vie gs Se 


the birth, death, atonement or resurrection . 


of Jesus, and concludes that the Gospel nar- 
ratives were derived in many instances. from 
the pagan myths. He apparently invents a 
Barabbas sacrifice,—at least nothing that can 
be called evidence is offered. Historical criti- 
cism means nothing to him. If he can find a 
scholar who doubts the authenticity of a pas- 
sage or book, that is sufficient to finally con- 
demn it. 


If his conclusions are accepted historic 


Christianity is largely undermined for the 
unthinking. 


What he says about the pagan festivals — 


being taken over by the church and given a 


Christian interpretation is only too true. Mr. - 


Weigall is insistent that these pagan ele- | 


ments be deleted from the prayerbook, for 
he is speaking as a member of the Church 
of England. 

That this book will permanently affect our 


thinking on the New Testament is not likely, | 
but it is a sharp reminder of the extent to | 


which paganism has shaped many of our 
church festivals and customs.—S. C. H. 
Reinspecting Victorian Religion, by Gaius 
Glenn Atkins. Macmillan Co., New 
York. 151 pages. $1.75. 
It is only paying a high but well-earned trib- 
ute to the accomplished author of these five 
lectures to the students of Bangor Theologi- 
cal Seminary to say that they have the spirit 
and flavor of the period of which they are a 
study. To be frank, this reviewer had ceased 
to hope ever to read again anything like this. 


Prof. G. G. Atkins of Auburn. 


And having read it, he feels his youth re- 
newed, and is truly grateful to the author. 
The lectures are a study of Browning and 
‘Tennyson. In their poetry, especially in cer- 
tain particular poems of theirs, the author 
finds material for the discussion of the fol- 
lowing themes: The Prophecy of the Unful- 
filled, The Entangled Soul, Faith and Doubt, 
Faith Triumphant, and Redemption. 

As a list of topics under the subject this is, 
of course, incomplete. The author realizes 
that this is so, and explains it. In the Pref- 
ace he states that the title under ‘which he 
actually wrote was the carefully delimited 
one, “The Drama of Life and Two Victo- 
‘Tians,” but the more telling one which the 
ij book bears was the clever suggestion of the 
publishers.—W. O. S. 


Science and God. 


Science in Search of God, by Kirtley F. 
Mather. Henry Holt and Co. New 
York. 159 pages. 

“Everything good,” said Emerson, “is on the 

highway.” Dr. Mather, a professor of Geol- 

ogy at Harvard, is under the impression that 
scientists are pilgrims groping after higher, 

‘that is, unseen values. No doubt many of 

them are so questing, and science ideally is 

the friend and not the foe of religion. 

The goal where the author of this book in 
planning it has tried to come out is exhibited 
in the closing paragraph, which reads: 

“To discover the moral quality of the uni- 
verse man must be vividly aware not only of 
those things which have time-space relations, 
but also of those values which transcend such 
relations. That discovery is possible only 
through the codperative endeavor of those 
who strive to utilize all potential capabilities 
of mankind. Toward this goal science and 
religion are advancing hand in hand.” 

This last sentence is rather an ideal than an 
actuality, some will say, but Dr. Mather has 
faith that misunderstandings may be cleared 
up, base-lines be more clearly drawn, and 
methods of argument be adjusted more ac- 
curately to the different problems that emerge 
in the time-space and in the supernal spheres. 

The author of this attractive book was a 
witness for the defence at the Scopes trial in 
Dayton, Tennessee, and is sympathetic with 
the liberal or Modernist view, taken broadly. 
| The keynote of his book is “Search!” He 
says many trenchant and timely things re- 
_ garding the possibility of belief in a scientific 
world, and also with respect to men who 
- are more than machines, and who may pray 
even in a law-abiding universe. 

Read with discrimination this book will en- 
courage all sympathetic perusers of its pages 
to re-base their faith. on realities which 
science can never destroy because it can never 
reach them.—C. A. S. D. 


| Taking the Name of Science in Vain, by 


Horace James Bridges. Macmillan Co., 
New York. 273 pages. $2.50. | ; 
Thoughtful men who feel a deep interest in 


Anthropology and Modern Life. 
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the ideal values of life are coming to the con- 
clusion that it is time that attention were 
called more generally to the limitations (as 
well as powers) of “science” so termed. The 
term is by many used vaguely, stretched far 
beyond any legitimate application of it to 
proved facts and made to cover numerous 
false and pretentious philosophies which are 
nothing more than private opinions. In this 
trenchant book Mr. Bridges, a leader of the 
Chicago Ethical Society, warns the young 
people of today against swallowing every- 
thing offered to them in the name of science 
and “modernity,” and particularly against be- 
ing spoon-fed by such cheerful theorists as 
Mencken, Sinclair Lewis, Eugene O’Neill, or 
the talkative “misbehaviorists’” who try to 
force mechanism or other sceptical, non-sci- 
entific views on an unsuspecting public. 

A commonly noted logical fallacy is the ar- 
gumentum ad verecundiam, or the appeal to 
authority. Mr. Bridges tries to show that 
these assumed authorities are by no means 
demi-gods whose names must never be 
spoken in disrespect, or even in criticism. 
Why not turn the critical process around and 
become sceptical of one’s scepticism? Cer- 
tain tenets, even if popular, that are deroga- 
tory to human worth and dignity are devoid 
of any firm foundation. It is this false pres- 
tige of a science which does not mind _ its 
own business, but oversteps the bounds of its 
provable subject-matter, which is here chal- 
lenged. 

The volume divides into four parts—The 
Meaning of Life and Its Values; The Reality 
and Limits of Personal Responsibility (Right 
and Wrong, Crime and Sin); Rationality, 
Liberty and License in Literature and Art; 
and Civic Rights and Duties, Patriotism and 
National Morality. 

We commend this book to the careful and 
discriminating reading of all young people 
who think. The outcome of the discussion is 
that the reality of the spiritual universe is the 
inescapable conclusion yielded by the facts of 
our own nature.—C. A. S. D. 


Anthropology and Modern Life, by Franz 
Boas. W. W. Norton & Co., New York. 
246 pages. $3. 

No man in America is better fitted to speak 
authoritatively on the status and aims and 
hopes of the comparatively new science of 
anthropology than is Dr. Boas, one of its 
founders, now a professor in Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

Anthropology, he tells us, is not just a col- 
lection of curious facts, or an entertaining di- 
version. What he does not tell is that much 
or most of what has been written on that sub- 
ject lacks consistency and cohesiveness, as 1s 
not unnatural in a science in a formative con- 
dition which deals with a vast multitude of 
seemingly disparate facts. 

Dr. Boas discriminates the task of the an- 
thropologist (as contrasted with that of the 
anatomist, physiologist, or psychologist) as 
consisting in the study of the individual as a 
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member of a racial or a social group. What- 
ever he knows as to general science he applies 
to groups. The individual interests him only 
as a member of a group. Yet the egoistic and 
the collectivist conditions must somehow be 
balanced up, and the individual is never lost 
in society, even if he be in a great measure 
made by it. 

Dr. Boas devotes a considerable amount of 
attention to race and its various problems. 
The term, he notes, has little clarity. There 
is a lack of clean-cut geographical and bio- 
logical lines between the races. The range of 
variation of heredity lines constituting a race 
is so wide that the same types of lines may be 
found in different races. 

A passing reference is made to nationalism, 
of which there are two kinds,—one of na- 
tions, the other of nationalities. The former 
is a nationality that is unified politically or 
economically, the latter a group of people 
alike in speech and culture. 

Other themes discussed in this book are 
Eugenics, Criminology, Stability of Culture, 
Education, Modern Civilization and Primi- 
tive Culture. While the enforcement of eu- 
genic legislation would have a far-reaching 
effect upon social life, the eugenist who at- 
tempts to do more than to eliminate the unfit 
will first of all be called upon to answer the 
question as to what strains are the best to 
cultivate. Do we know what we want? 
Shall we breed logical thinkers devoid of 
emotion, or dreamers of the emotional, es- 
thetic type? (Why not both?) 

In respect to education the author, while 
decrying unthinking obedience to the ideas of 
the past, does not believe it possible to cast 
away the past and to begin again on a purely 
intellectual basis. Our endeavor should be to 
free the minds of future generations so that 
they may not cling to our mistakes, but may 
be ready to correct them. 

To sum up, man must know himself and 
the world in which he lives. The concluding 
statement reads: 

“All we can-do is to watch and judge day 
by day what we are doing by what we have 
learned and to shape our steps accordingly.” 

This is vague and somewhat disappointing. 
Is there no divine event toward which the 
whole creation moves, and whose pull it al- 
ready feels? While we are fully appreciative 
of the learning and services of Dr. Boas we 
could wish that he had made more clear how 
out of all the wealth (or welter) of individual 
differences and group- -determinations there 
may emerge a man spiritually “super” and 


eeenly worthy to carry on the race. 
—C.A.S.D 


Steep Ascent (The): Noontide Medita- 
tions, by Robert Norwood. Charles 
bee Sons, New York. 197 pages. 

Twenty-four textual Lenten meditations at 

St. Bartholomew’s Church, New York City, 

last year. Dr. Norwood is truly loyal to 

Christ, though he does not always follow 


beaten trails. He “loves the steep ascent of 
discipleship,” and knows that one day he will 
gain the top of the hill of Christhood. 

A man with that loyalty and aspiration ig” 
worth listening to. 


ALSO RECEIVED. 


Lyrics of Three Lands, by Bessie Estelle Harvey 


Harris, Toungoo, Burma. 18 pages. 
Poetical pieces on varied themes. 
are India and Burma and America. 
are flavored by their settings. 


The lyrics 


The three lands ' 


} 


Arista, The Trail of a Lost Child, by Charles ' 


Elmer Furman. Stratford Co., Boston. 


Schapiro. 


ety, New York. 12 pages. tee 4 cents. 


AMONG NEW BOOKS. 


Across the World of Islam, 
Zwemer. Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. 
382 pages. $4. 

African Jungle, by A. M. Anderson. 
Trumpet Co., Anderson, Ind. 
lustrated. $1. 
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by Samuel M. - 


Gospel | 
192 pages, il- | 


Anthology of Recent Philosophy (An), by Dan- | 


Robinson. Thomas Y. Crowell 


674 pages. 


iel Sommer 
Co., New York. 


$4. 
Bungalow in India (A), by Mildreth Worth Pink- | 
Gos- | 


ham. Revell. 212 pages. 
Celestial Pilgrimage (A), by 4 L. Berry. 
pel Trumpet Co. 256 pages, illustrated. $1.50. 
Changing Family (The), by George Walter Fiske. 
Harper and Brothers, New York. 324 pages. 


| 


$2.25. { 
Child’s Religion (The), by Pierre Bovet. E. P. | 


Dutton and Co., New York. 202 pages. $2. 
Fascism, by Milford W. Howard. Revell. 
pages, illustrated. $2. 
Feathers on the Moor, by Archibald Alexander. 
Doubleday, Doran and Co., Garden City, N. Y. 
220 pages. 


$2. 
Fireside Talks for the Family Circle, by pine . 


Beaven. Judson Press, Philadelphia 


pages. $1.25. 


Life Experiences, by E. E. Byrum. Gospel Trum- 


pet Co. 432 pages, illustrated. $2. 

Making of the Christian Mind (The), by G. G. 
Atkins. Doubleday. 336 pages. $3. 

Making of a Great Race (The), By ‘Edward A. 
Steiner. Revell. 192 pages. $1.7 
Pentecost—A.— Renewal of Doli” “by Boe 
Bruner. Doubleday. 162 pages. 15505 
Philosophy of Religion (The), by Edward E. 
Richardson. Judson Press. 148 pages. $1.50. 
Pioneers of Protestantism, by James Johnston. 


Marshall Bros. 320 pages. 6/-. 
Princes of the Christian Pulpit and Pastorate, by 


Harry Clay Howard. Cokesbury Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 448 pages. $2.50. 

Sacraments, by A. L. Lilley. Macmillan. 159 
pages. $1.50. 

Seeing the Future, by Christabel Pankhurst. 
Harper and Brothers. 328 pages. 50. 

Themes for Vital Preaching. Doubleday. 245 
pages. $2. 

This Dreamer, by James I. Vance. Revell. 157 
pages. $1.50. 

Three Boys on the Yangtse, by M. B. McKinley. 
Revell. 252 pages. 2 


What It Means to Be a Christian, by Charles 


O’Neale Martindale. Neely Printing Co., Chi- 
cago. 136 pages. 

Wisdom of Jesus Ben Sira (The), by Arthur F. 
Taylor. Doubleday. 238 pages. 

Yunnan, by M. M. Dymond. Marshall Bros. 95 
pages. 2/6. 
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advertised in this magazine will be for= 
warded postpaid by the publishers of the 


RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK upon receipt 
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